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Shoftim 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רחל בת שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
האנשי� החשובי� שעל פי עידוד� יצא 

 הגליו� מכח אל הפועל
 בשורות טובות ישועות ונחמות
 לעילוי נשמת יעקב יצחק ב� ר' בנימי�

 

)'טו 'זי( שו� תשי� עלי� מל�  

You shall surely appoint a king over yourself

The Zera Shimshon expounds on the reign of Shaul HaMelech and the eventual 

collapse of his rule when his kingship was taken away from him

why indeed, did the sovereignty of Shaul not last? The Gemara answers, 

because it had no flaw. The Gemara explains that whenever a leader is chosen to head 

the Jewish people, he must have some sort of family or lineage flaw (the wording of the 

he must have a 'box of vermin' hanging behind him)

he becomes full of himself, he can easily be reminded to 'look back'.

there existed no such flaw in Shaul’s lineage Hashem knew that the subsequent 

generations would become haughty over the Jewish people. 

HaMelech instead who had something in his lineage to be humbled with

The Gemara brings another reason why Shaul was punished

. It was because he pardoned those who belittled in his honor

I 10:26), “But evil people said, ‘How can this person save us?

not bring him a tribute, but he remained mute”. 

The Zera Shimshon suggests the two reasons given by the Gemara as to why 

Shaul HaMelech's kingship did not last do not disagree with each other. Rather

reasons are in fact part of the greater cause that brought Shaul to lose his power. The 

primary reason that Shaul was punished for was because he 

punished. However, had he had some sort of flaw in his lineage, 

justified doing so by saying that in standing up for the honor of the kingship 

have only brought it greater shame when the people would have pointed out his 

lineage. Now that Shaul had no 'box of vermin' to fear having thrown back at him, he 

should have stood up for his honor. Being that he did not, he was punished and the reins 

of power were taken away from him. The Zera Shimshon

having a flaw in his lineage as plus for Shaul which he should have used 

is different than Rashi’s understanding of the Gemara quoted

The Zera Shimshon is still bothered by this Gemara since at first glance, Shaul 

seems to have done the right thing by not standing up for his honor. 

validates this by the fact that from the pessukim it can been seen that 

that did not yet accept Shaul as the king. Regarding Rechavam, who also did not have 

the approval of the entire populace, we find that the elders counseled him (Melacim I 

If today you become a servant to these people and serve them, respond kindly to them and 

speak kind words to them, they will be your servants all the days.

position of not defending his honor, at a time when he wasn't accepted yet by everyone, 

not the right course of action? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that although in the case o

to start with a softer stand, that was because he was chosen by the Jewish 

and he still had to earn their true respect and acceptance

hand, was chosen by Hashem and the Jewish people did not have a choice or say in the 

matter. Therefore, Shaul's failure to stand up for his honor as king was in reality a failure 

up for the honor of Hashem. It was for this that he was punished.

The Zera Shimshon points out that interestingly, Shaul HaMelech's 

Midda Keneged Midda. His sin was that he had mercy on a 

did not stand up for his honor as king. And he lost his right to be king when he showed 

much mercy to the wicked Akaleikim and did not wipe them out 
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Zera Shimshon understands Shaul’s not 

having a flaw in his lineage as plus for Shaul which he should have used to his benefit – 
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The Zera Shimshon is still bothered by this Gemara since at first glance, Shaul 
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In honor of the 

would like to share the following 

R' Y. was married for over three years and to his and his wife's great sorrow, 

they were not blessed with an

Rosh Yeshiva, a well known Torah personality. He told his Rosh Yeshiva that

very nervous about his situation and

His Rosh Yeshiva told him that he 

saying over Divrei Torah from the Zera Shimshon and since he, the Rosh Yeshiva, 

spoke at many public events, he would incorporate the Divrei Torah of the Zera 

Shimshon in his speeches as a Zchus for R' Y. and his wife

R' Y. bought the seforim and brought them to his Rosh Yeshiva. At that point, 

his Rosh Yeshiva said that he had a better idea. Every week

Torah from the Zera Shimshon and send it out by email. Anyone who signed up to 

receive the e

listen to the Dvar Torah (otherwise it would be pointless). Around eighteen people 

received the email weekly. At the end of each week's recording the name of R' Y. and 

his wife was me

merited having children 

Indeed, true to his words, in the merit of the Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 

Chaim ben R' Nachman Michoel z"l, within

MERITED HAVING CHILD

May the Zchus of the Zera Shimshon and all of the Tzaddikim stand by all of us, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ZeraZeraZeraZera    

ShimshonShimshonShimshonShimshon 

 

Yortzeit 
Sefer Zera Shimshon: 

Sefer Zera Shimshon goes through the 
Parshios of the Torah as well as the five 
Megillos. The style in this Sefer reflects 
the unique approach of the Italian 
Gedolim. Going through the Zera 
Shimshon one finds a truly amazing 
phenomenon. To understand and 
explain the Torah, every style is used. 
From simple Pshat to Remez, to Drush 
as well as Sod, the Zera Shimshon uses 
every method to come to an 
explanation. Often, he will also delve 
into Pilpul in Halachic matters. All of 
this he uses to explain the Pessukim, 
Rashi, Medrashim, relevant Gemaros 
and even stories in Nach.  

No style nor source is left out to come 
to a new understanding of the Torah. 

 

Sefer Toldos Shimshon: 

This Sefer is no less unique, in fact, it 
may possibly the only of its kind. In 
this Sefer on Pirkei Avos, Rav 
Shimshon does a truly amazing thing. 
Based on the principle that Derech 
Eretz Kadma LaTorah - proper conduct 
between man and his fellow must 
precede the study of Torah (for the 
Torah to rest on proper foundations), 
he shows how each Tanna's statement 
in Pirkei Avos, which is an entire 
tractate on Derech Eretz, is in reality 
the base for that particular Tanna's 
opinion in seemingly non-related 
Halachic matters.  

As well, being that many times the 
Tanna says a number of seemingly 
unconnected teachings about Derech 
Eretz, the Toldos Shimshon shows the 
connection between all of the 
statements made by the Tanna in that 
particular Mishna. 

 

 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� ורבינ  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

Important:Important:Important:Important:    
Although the power of 

Tzaddikim and Torah can 

indeed change nature and 

in fact, many people have 

merited yeshu’os by 

learning the works of 

the Zera Shimshon, one 

must be aware that not 

every time can a Segula 

change the course of 

one’s fate. One must 

realize that ultimately, 

whatever Hashem decides 

is the very best for you !! 

                                                                          

In honor of the Yortzeit of the Zera Shimshon, this Friday, the 6

would like to share the following amazing story, which happened to a friend of mine.

R' Y. was married for over three years and to his and his wife's great sorrow, 

they were not blessed with any children. R' Y. went to discuss his 

Rosh Yeshiva, a well known Torah personality. He told his Rosh Yeshiva that

very nervous about his situation and his wife simply could not bear it any longer!

His Rosh Yeshiva told him that he had heard about the powerful Segula of 

saying over Divrei Torah from the Zera Shimshon and since he, the Rosh Yeshiva, 

spoke at many public events, he would incorporate the Divrei Torah of the Zera 

Shimshon in his speeches as a Zchus for R' Y. and his wife. 

R' Y. bought the seforim and brought them to his Rosh Yeshiva. At that point, 

his Rosh Yeshiva said that he had a better idea. Every week

Torah from the Zera Shimshon and send it out by email. Anyone who signed up to 

receive the email (this writer included) did so on condition that he would (actually) 

listen to the Dvar Torah (otherwise it would be pointless). Around eighteen people 

received the email weekly. At the end of each week's recording the name of R' Y. and 

his wife was mentioned, as well as the names of three other couples that had not yet 

merited having children - one of them was married for over five years!

Indeed, true to his words, in the merit of the Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 

Chaim ben R' Nachman Michoel z"l, within the year, ALL FOUR COUPLES 

MERITED HAVING CHILDREN! 

May the Zchus of the Zera Shimshon and all of the Tzaddikim stand by all of us, 

Amen! 

n n n

!!!! Being that the Zera Shimshon passed away childless, it would be a great 

Chessed and Zchus for anyone who can light a candle on the Yortzeit and 

learn some Mishnayos Lezecher Nishmas Rav Shimshon Chaim ben R' 

Nachman Michoel z"l (Friday, the 6th of Elul / Sep 9).

 

לרפואה שלימת שמריהו דוד יעקב ב מלכה
 לעילוי נשמת דוד ב תמר

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

הגאו הקדוש  לזכר נשמת
' ב ר הרב שמשו� חיי�מורינו 

א"יעזל "זנחמ מיכאל נחמני   

אלול' יומא דהילולא ו   

 

This week’s edition of the Zera Shimshon was 
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לזכות רפואה שלימה רפואת הנפש ורפואת הגו�

 + חיה רחל בת דבורה _

 + אלחנ� פנחס ב� דבורה _

 + שיינדיל בת רחל _

תורמי�א יג� בעד ה"רבינו זיע זכות
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