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Parshas Toldos 

Recognizing the Greatness of Being a Yid 

 

If someone were to ask, ‘what is eating all 

about?’ would it be fair to say as follows? ‘It is 

a multi-step process that is very complicated. 

You first take a large piece of food and cut it 

into smaller pieces. You then must bite using 

your front teeth to cut it down even smaller. 

After that you have to grind the food to a pulp 

with your back teeth. Then you must swallow. 

To get the food in the first place is a 

complicated process. If it is a perishable you 

must refrigerate it as well.’  

Hearing this definition one is bound to say, 

‘sounds too tedious. There are too many rules. 

I guess eating is not for me’.  

Of course the source of the problem is in the 

definition; all of this may be true but that is not 

the essence of eating. Food provides us with 

nourishment; it is our source of life. Besides, it 

is enjoyable. There may be a lot of ‘rules’, but 

they are merely there to ensure that the process 

works.  

Yiddishkeit is the same way; some people 

reject it stating that there are too many 

restrictions. Their problem is in the definition; 

Judaism is not regulations; it is what nourishes 

us, it is our source of life and it is enjoyable as 

well. The rules are just there to ensure that the 

process works. 

Esav had the potential of fathering the Chosen 

Nation. It could have been his family who 

would be the heirs of the World-to-Come. Yet, 

he gave it up for a bowl of lentils. Where did 

he go wrong? The pasuk explains his motive: 

he said ‘I am going to die’. Chazal explain that 

he was saying ‘what is the bechora about? It is 

a bunch of strict regulations that are backed by 

the death sentence. What do I need it for?’ 

This is where he went wrong; the regulations 

may be part of the bechora but it is not its 

essence. The bechora is the opportunity to 

serve Hashem. It is a chance to gain a strong 

connection with Him. Because in his heart this 

was not part of the definition he gave it up so 

easily. 

In his mind he recognized its true value; as he 

said למה זה לי בכרה''ו . The word זה is extra. The 

Gemara in בבא בתרא ט"ז ע"ב deduces from here 

that Esav was כופר בעיקר, as the pasuk uses this 

word in reference to Hashem, as it states,  זה קלי

 Inherently he was saying ‘what do I .ואנוהו

need Hashem for?’ 

Klal Yisrael said זה קלי, ‘this is my G-d’, we 

say ‘this’ when we are pointing to something. 

Chazal say that at the time they had such a 

clear spiritual revelation; Hashem was so 

tangible to them that they were able to point 

with their fingers.  

On an intellectual level Esav realized that 

trough the bechora he could merit such a 

tangible closeness as if he can point to it with 



בתושח"י אלרפו"ש בקרוב לבלה בת מינק  

To subscribe: email rjosilowski7@gmail.com 
For questions or comments please call 773-578-3620 

 

his finger. Yet this was not important to him, 

thus he said למה זה לי בכרה ‘what do I need this 

special connection to Hashem for?’ He only 

focused on the potential pitfalls of the bechora 

thus he rejected it.  

We have to realize the greatness of being a Yid 

we merit this close connection with Hashem. 

Through our avodas Hashem we will one day 

merit this level of Hashem being tangible to 

us. Yidishkeit is not about restrictions; it is 

about bliss. 

Chazal say that Esav was כופר בעיקר this 

commonly understood to mean that he denied 

Hashem’s existence. This is troublesome; how 

could someone who was raised by the Avos not 

believe in Hashem. Furthermore, Esav cried 

when he didn’t receive the berachos, this is a 

clear indication that he recognized Hashem’s 

existence. What then do Chazal mean when 

they say he was כופר בעיקר? 

R’ Ahron in  ח"א עמ' רי"ט(ר' אהרן משנת(  explains it 

according to the literal translation, he denied 

the primacy of serving Hashem. He did not 

appreciate the value of having an eternal bond 

with Hashem. 

We have to keep our focus on what is really 

important. The Rogatchover Gaon once asked 

somebody to read a street sign for him. The 

man was perplexed, “The Rov doesn’t know 

Polish? The Rov is a genius; it would probably 

only take you a day to learn.” 

The Rogatchover replied, “It would only take 

me three hours. But who has three hours to 

spend on such trivialities?” He recognized 

what was truly important and what was 

insignificant.  

I recently heard another unbelievable story. 

There was a family who had an elderly 

grandfather who was ill with Alzheimer’s. 

Once, they went to a geriatrician who said, “I 

have a medicine that cures Alzheimer’s, but it 

only has an effect for twelve hours.” The 

family decided to try it. They debated when 

would be the best time for their grandfather to 

come back to his senses and they decided to 

keep the medicine for the day of a grandchild’s 

wedding.  

When the medicine took effect they explained 

to him what was happening and told him to 

enjoy the chasuna. He responded, “Are you 

joking! I only have twelve hours when I have 

control over my brain; I am going straight to 

the Beis Medrash. I have no time for weddings 

today.” This man was not a famous scholar, 

but he recognized what is truly important. 

It is interesting to note: Esav committed five 

serious sins on that day; why does the Torah 

only explicitly relate the aveira of degrading 

the bechora? 

My good friend R’ Nosson Raiz in his kuntres 

ופרך כפתור  suggests the following beautiful 

answer. The source of all of his sins was his 

depreciating the bechora. Had he been 

cognizant of his great value he would never 

have stooped so low. It is only because he did 

not appreciate his gift that he could bring 

himself to commit such grave sins. 

This idea is reminiscent of a great vort: the 

posuk says י אל תמאסמוסר ה' בנ , Seforim 

translate it as ‘the mussar of Hashem is: בני, 

you are my son, do not defile yourself. We 

merit being so great; let’s not lose our status 

for trivial matters. 

It’s time to focus our lives on what is truly 

important. Recognize the greatness of our 

status as Yidden and don’t defile this status. 


