
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 ואל תקחו כפר לנפש רצח )לה:לא(
You shall not take atonement money for the life of a killer (35:31) 

The Chasam Sofer explains by way of a hint that which Chazal have 
said that during the second Bais HaMikdash, Kohanim Gedolim were 
appointed because they bought their honorable position by bribing the 
king, and as punishment for this they did not live out their year. The direct 
result of this was that killers who had killed accidentally did not have to 
live long in an Ir Miklat – a City of Refuge – as every year the Kohein 
Gadol died and another was appointed in his place. This is what the 
Posuk states: “You shall not take atonement money”, that is, do not take a 
bribe to appoint Kohanim Gedolim, for if you do this, you will cause “the 
life of a killer” to return improperly to his home. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

When preparing to enter Eretz Yisroel, the 

Tribes of Reuven and Gad request to live outside of 

Eretz Yisroel. Moshe gives them and half of the 

Tribe of Menashe territories on the eastern side of 

the Jordan River (32:33). The Chizkuni mentions 

that although Menashe’s descendants didn’t request 

to join these two Tribes, but since Menashe caused 

his uncles, the Shevatim, to split their clothing, when 

he hid Yosef’s goblet in Binyamin’s sack and then 

confronted the brothers who ripped their garments in 

grief (Bereishis 44:13), his territory will eternally be 

split in two parts— some in Eretz Yisroel and some 

outside. His actions so many years earlier were held 

accountable at this great crossroad.  
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The Gemara Yerushalmi (Shabbos 15) says that we should avoid making 

personal requests while Davening on Shabbos. This is because thinking about what 

we lack will cause us worry and stress, and infringe on our Shabbos Menuchah. 

Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, asks, what do we do if being unable to request our 

needs from Hashem causes us distress? We may feel as if we are ‘losing out’ on a 

day of Tefilah by not asking Hashem for what we need! However, it's clear from the 

Gemara that there is no loss on Shabbos. On the contrary, Shabbos is the day that 

we build our relationship with Hashem, which is much better for us. Rav Pincus 

gives a Mashal of someone who was collecting money for a certain Yeshivah, and 

he wanted to request a large sum of money from a wealthy man. However, the 

fundraiser was aware that if he approaches the rich man directly, he would likely 

receive a small sum like the many others who appeal to him. Instead, the fundraiser 

met the rich man by his house and asked him if he knew of a kosher restaurant in 

the area. The rich man immediately invited the fundraiser in to his house, served 

him coffee and cake, and engaged in conversation with him. They get along well 

and the wealthy man invited him to visit again, and they gradually develop a close 

friendship. The fundraiser eventually brings up the topic of his Yeshivah, and his 

new friend, the rich man, donates enough money for an entire Bais Medrash! This 
is similar to us on Shabbos when we draw close to Hashem through our Tefilah and 

Seudos. We don’t want to ruin the restful and warm atmosphere by mentioning our 

personal needs. On Motza’ei Shabbos we can make our requests, and we will 

receive them in abundance from our closest ‘Friend’— Hashem! 
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       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If someone had an Aliyah in Shul, and later that 

day he finds himself in another Shul and they happen 

to call him up for an Aliyah, he may go up for a 

second Aliyah and say the Brachos, even if it is for 

the same Pesukim that he had an Aliyah for earlier.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:14) 
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 Middos       
A deer has large beautiful antlers that crown its head. Yet, you will not see them 

on most deer. Why is this? The Alter of Novardok explains that when deer are hunted 

or chased, they escape through the thick brush of the forest. If deer were to have their 

large antlers, it would too easily get caught in the branches and it would get captured 

very quickly. Therefore, as soon as the deer get the opportunity, they try to get rid of 

their antlers by smashing them against a tree. As hard as it is for the deer to part with 

its antlers, its crowning glory, survival is more important to the deer. The Alter of 

Novardok explains that this world is like a forest full of branches, with each branch 

trying to entangle us by offering various pleasures and temptations. Additionally, we 

are constantly hunted by the Yetzer Hara, and we run around the world trying to elude 

his pursuit of us. If we get stuck in the branches and indulge in the pleasures of this 

world, the Yetzer Hara will quickly catch up with us. We have one major problem, 

and that is our ‘antlers’. As long as we have them, we will not be able run very far 

without getting caught in the branches of the world. If we shed our desires and 

passions for materialism, we stand a good chance of evading the Yetzer Hara. The 

only way to accomplish this is by smashing and breaking our bad Middos, and then we 

can run away quickly, and escape to safety! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein, Rav of 

Ramat Elchonon, once relayed a story. 

There was a man in Eretz Yisroel who 

set aside time for learning Torah in the 

Bais Medrash on a regular basis, and 

he was scrupulous about not missing a 

single day. He was once unable to 

attend his regular Shiur, however, and 

he remained at home to learn on his 

own. As he was learning, he reached a 

difficult section which he was unable 

to understand, even with Rashi’s help, 

and he felt great distress at not being 

able to understand. Eventually, out of 

tiredness and frustration, he fell 

asleep. While sleeping, he dreamed 

that a man with a very holy 

appearance stood before him, and he 

said, “I will explain the difficult 

section to you, and also what Rashi is 

coming to teach”, and he proceeded to 

explain and expound the subject in a 

new way.  At the end, the man asked 

him, “Please tell me, what is your 

name?”  The holy man responded, 

“My name is Rashba.”  The next day, 

the man related his dream to his 

Rebbe, who taught the daily Shiur, 

and the Rebbe listened closely and 

found the exact explanation for the 

difficult piece, word for word, in 

a Sefer written by the Rashba! The 

Rebbe was astounded, as he knew 

that this man was not exceptional at 

learning and would have had a very 

difficult time understanding a single 

line of Rashba on his own, and to add 

to his amazement, the man did not 

even own a copy of the Rashba’s 

Sefer! It seemed the man had indeed 

been privileged to have been visited 

by the holy Rashba himself, to speak 

to him in learning in his dream.     

 Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein said that 

this incident, which took place in our 

own time, shows us the power of 

diligence and a genuine desire to learn 

and grasp Torah. If we learn regularly, 

our limited understanding will be 

helped along directly from Shamayim! 
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 בס"ד

A poor man once learned the Halachah (Orach Chaim 92:10) that it is a good 

recommendation for one to give Tzedakah prior to Davening. This man felt bad that 

he couldn’t keep this Halachah because he had no money to give to Tzedakah, so he 

did some careful thinking about it. He realized that although he could not give money, 

perhaps he could do Chesed for others instead. Wouldn’t that be considered 

Tzedakah? He posed this question to Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, who ruled 

that acts of Chesed certainly fulfill this Mitzvah just as giving actual money does. 

“The Halachah to give Tzedakah before Davening need not be fulfilled only by 

giving money. If one lends money to a friend or does a kindness for another, he has 

fulfilled this Mitzvah as well” (Halichos Shlomo 2, Orchos Halachah 27). The poor 

man was very happy with the P’sak, and he began to think of how he could turn this 

ruling into action. In his neighborhood Shul there was a late night shiur and the Shul 

was always left somewhat messy. This poor man decided that he would clean up the 

Shul as his act of Chessed. Each morning before Davening he would arrive to Shul 

early. He put away the Seforim that were left out from the day before and he would 

arrange the benches and chairs. It gave his a great feeling that in this manner he could 

fulfill the Mitzvah of giving Tzedakah and doing Chesed before Davening! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Vilna Gaon writes (Even Sheleimah 1): “Torah to the Neshamah is like water to 

the ground— it causes whatever is planted to grow, whether it be plants or herbs that 

produce helpful medicines, or poisonous plants that produce a death potion. So too, 

the Torah causes growth for that which is in the heart of a person. If one has a good 

heart, his Yirah, his Fear of Hashem will grow, otherwise the opposite will grow. 

Therefore, before and after learning, a person should empty his heart every day  

from negative mindsets and bad Middos, and replace them with  

Yiras Cheit, fear of sin, and Ma’asim Tovim, good actions.” 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


