
וידעת עם לבבך כי כאשר ייסר איש את 
)ח:ה( בנו ה' אלקיך מיסרך  

You should know in your heart that 
just as a father will chastise his son, 
so HaShem, your G-d, chastises you 
(8:5) 
The Torah teaches us that our relationship 
with HaShem is similar to a father and son 
relationship. The Ramban notes that two 
pesukim later, the Torah states that HaShem is 
bringing us into the Land. This teaches us 
that, although it is true that HaShem 
subjected us to some hardships in the Midbar, 
this was done in order for the Yidden to be 
able to appreciate the riches and pleasures 
awaiting them in Eretz Yisroel. It needs to be 
understood that just as a father may chastise 
his child to prepare him for the future, 
similarly, HaShem may punish us in order to 
prepare us for something later on. 

The Ohr HaChaim points out that the fact that 
HaShem punishes us demonstrates His love 
for us. HaShem would “leave us alone” if He 
didn’t care for us. It would be unnatural for 
someone to rebuke a child that is not his. A 
parent rebukes his own because he is 
disturbed when the child behaves improperly. 
Such feelings do not typically exist for the 
neighbor’s child.  

From the GR”A we see yet another dimension. 
If we give mussar to someone and they ignore 
it, eventually we give up. However, if it is our 
own child, we continue to make every effort 
possible until they see the fault in their ways. 
When there is ahava, we are unwilling to give 
up and just allow things to take their natural 
course. No! We see to it that things get better. 
Our relationship with HaShem is the exact 
same. It is because our Av harachamim loves 
us so much that He never gives up on us.  

In the sefer Shema Shloimeh from Rav 
Shloimeh of Karlin (haftora to parshas Re’eh), 
he writes a beautiful explanation of a well-
known passuk. The passuk in Yeshaya (54:13) 

states, “ שלום בניך ורב ה'בניך למודי  וכל  - and all 
your children shall be taught by HaShem.” This 
can be read that from your children, there is a 
limud (lesson) to HaShem. From here we 
learn that HaShem watches our relationship 
with our children, and then goes ahead and 
mirrors the relationship with us. If we have 
patience for our child, HaShem has all the 
time in the world for us. When we show love 
to our children even if they “mess up”, 
HaShem lovingly gives us another chance. It is 
up to us to set the guidelines of how HaShem 
will treat us.  

We find this concept in Sefer Shmuel. 
Avshalom chased after his father, Dovid 
HaMelech, trying to kill him. Not only that, he 
even violated Dovid’s wives. Still, when the 
tables turned and Avshalom was in the midst 
of being caught, Dovid begs that they have 
mercy on him and not kill him. Upon hearing 
of his death, Dovid was nearly inconsolable.  
However, if we contrast this with Shaul 
HaMelech, we see a completely different 
story. We find that Shaul got angry at 
Yehonasan and tried to strike him. 
Furthermore, when Yehonasan was tired and 
hungry from battle, on the verge of collapsing, 
he unknowingly violated his father’s oath of 
not eating any food. Upon hearing this, Shaul 
was prepared to have him put to death. Of 
course, the turbulent relationship between 
Shaul and his son-in-law Dovid wasn’t any 
better. As a result of Shaul’s treatment of his 
own children, he did not merit midas 
harachamim from HaShem. This also answers 
the many mefarshim that repeatedly ask why 
Dovid was seemingly showed favoritism from 
HaShem over Shaul.   

Having a wonderful relationship with our 
children is a tremendous opportunity. Not 
only does it afford an everlasting bond with 
them, but there is a wonderful added bonus 
which is even greater. Ve’atem hadveikim 
BaHashem Elokeichem- our life’s mission is to 
cling to HaShem. This is only possible with a 
good relationship. 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 
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