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Vayaira 5776- I’m Saddled With You 

 

 
  

 
 In this week’s parsha Hashem instructs Avraham to offer his beloved Yitzchak as a 

sacrifice on Har Moriah. Avraham wakes up the next morning bright, early and energetic, and 

personally saddles his own donkey for the journey. Rashi (Shmos, 4:20) tells us that the donkey 

that Avraham used will be the same beast that Moshiach will be riding upon when he reveals 

himself to the world. It would seem at first glance that this particular animal has appropriately 

merited becoming Moshiach’s form of transport due to its being used previously in one of the great 

watershed events in Jewish history; the Akaidah. 

 The problem with this is that Chazal suggest otherwise. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 98a) tells 

us that if Bnai Yisrael are on a high spiritual level they will merit the arrival of Moshiach on 

“Ananai Shemaya” -”Heavenly clouds”. If however, Moshiach comes at a time in history where 

Bnai Yisrael are undeserved of redemption (this is a possibility for there is a prescribed time for 

his arrival regardless of the nation’s merits) then he will arrive in a non-descript manner, on a 

donkey. This Gemara is clearly suggesting that the donkey form of arrival is of a second class. Is 

this befitting for Avraham, that the same donkey that he used to shine in his dedication to Hashem 

should be reserved as the mode of transportation for Moshiach announcing himself to a nation that 

is unfortunately by and large ho-hum regarding their devotion? 

 Perhaps we can explain with the following parable: There was once a groom who wanted 

his wedding day to have the most lavish and memorable wedding possible. Sparing no expense he 

splurged and reserved a Rolls Royce Silver Cloud to drive his bride to the wedding. He figured 

she would dazzle one and all with such a grand entrance. However, on the way the Silver Cloud 

gets a flat tire, and there’s the bride on the side of the road looking anxiously at her watch as the 

time of the wedding draws near. All of a sudden, a beat-up pick-up truck with more rust than 

chrome shows up and offers her a ride. With no choice but to miss her wedding she reluctantly 

accepts the offer. Unfortunately there was no room in the cabin and so the bride finds herself gown 



and all unceremoniously perched atop a pile of scrap-metal as the truck splutters its way to the 

wedding hall.  The groom, meanwhile, is pacing up and down on the sidewalk waiting for his wife-

to-be to arrive, when horror of horrors, in a vision of belching smoke and exhaust fumes 

accompanied by much rattling and grating of poorly maintained down shifting gears the bride 

arrives. Dusting herself off does not know what she could possibly say, for surely her groom’s 

special day for which he has spent oodles of money and planning must have been destroyed by 

this development. But to her surprise he says, “My beloved, I don’t care how you showed up to 

our wedding. You see, I am so excited to marry you because I know your love for me knows no 

bounds. And exactly how you got here is, at the end of the day, absolutely insignificant.” 

 Rashi quoting a Midrash tells us that even though Avraham was a wealthy individual and 

had many stable-hands, nevertheless before he set out on his journey to the Akaida he saddled the 

donkey himself. This is because “Ahava mekalkeles es hashura” -”Love distorts norms". Avraham 

was so besotted with love for his Creator and was so eager to make Him proud that he broke 

societal norms and saddled his donkey himself.  

 At the time of Moshiach’s arrival the Bnai Yisrael will be renewing their vows for eternity 

with our groom, Hashem.. We would love to merit showing up to the event on a spiritual Silver 

Cloud. Unfortunately, Bnai Yisrael may give itself a flat tire and will have to get a ride instead on 

a donkey. And that’s how we show up, unceremoniously and unflatteringly. This could ruin the 

moment for all involved and thus we are desperate to have some encouragement from Hashem. 

 Now we can understand why Avraham’s donkey will be used as the jalopy upon which to 

carry Moshiach. It will not be present because it represents man’s devotion to G-d, because then it 

would be used as the mode of transport when Moshiach arrives in a meritorious era. Rather, it is 

Hashem’s way of saying “Ahuvai, my beloved nation, even though you have stumbled, I know that 

your love for Me is intense because you have the traits of your zaidy Avraham who saddled this 

very donkey out of love. And that is why I don’t care how you showed up; the main thing is you’ve 

finally arrived.” 
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