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Humility at Home 
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Noach 5764 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. ז"ל בת הרב נטע אריה שרה ע"ה האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה  נ"לע  
In parshas Noach the Torah lists the progression of the generations from Noach until Avraham. 

The Mefarshim explain that many of the names that are listed contain an important remez about 

that person and his life. We will focus on one such example in order to bring out an important 

lesson that is relevant to our lives in many ways.  

The possuk says, (בראשית י, כה) “ יקטן אחיו ושם הארץ נפלגה בימיו כי פלג האחד שם בנים שני ילד ולעבר , 

and to Ever were born two sons, the name of one was Peleg because in his days humanity was 

dispersed, and the name of his brother was Yaktan.” Rashi comments, “  ומקטין ועני שהיה - יקטן

הללו המשפחות כל להעמיד זכה לכך עצמו , Yaktan – [he was called this because] he was humble and 

considered himself small, and because of this he merited to raise all these families [, the thirteen 

children that are listed in the next psukim].” 

Measure for Measure 
From Rashi’s comment we see that there was an element of ‘measure for measure’ involved in 

the establishment of those thirteen descendants. We must therefore attempt to understand the 

connection between this and the fact that Yaktan was humble.Q1 

Seventy Nations 
Rabeinu Bachayah writes that when counting from the possuk, (בראשית י, א) “ ואלא תולדות בני נח

ויהי “ (בראשית יא, א) and these are the descendants of the children of Noach…” until the possuk ,וכו'

 and all of the [inhabitants of the] land spoke one language…” there are ,כל הארץ שפה אחת וכו'

exactly seventy people named in those psukim, and that each one of these seventy people 

founded one of the seventy nations of the world. This fact lends added significance to the 

attributes that are hinted to in the names that are listed in the parshah, as they reflect on the 

unique nature of each of the founders of the seventy nations, that they undoubtedly passed on 

to their descendants. As the Jewish people have spent the last millennia in exile amongst those 

nations, it is incumbent upon us to learn what we can about them so that we can implement this 

knowledge in our struggle to overcome their persecution and outlive the Galus.  

As such we must understand how humility played a role in the founding of those thirteen nations, 

and what we can learn from this fact.Q2  

Thirteen Different Nations 
In addition, the fact that Yaktan managed to raise thirteen children who would go on to found 

thirteen different nations is astounding. Every nation has different attributes and culture that help 

to define it as an individual nation which is distinct from another, so if the Torah tells us that his 

thirteen children founded thirteen different nations, this must indicate that each child was very 

unique and different from the other, as otherwise they would all have been included in the same 

nation.  

mailto:hamaortolna@gmail.com


 
 

Bs”D 

   
[2] 

עיה"ק ירושלים תובב"א מכון 'המאור שבתורה' שע"י מוסדות  טאלנאל כל הזכויות שמורות ©  
This parsha sheet has been translated and adapted from a  'שיחות קודש'  

The editor is solely responsible for any mistakes and omissions 
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, or for any comments, please email us at hamaortolna@gmail.com 

This raises the question of how one can successfully raise thirteen profoundly different children, 

and succeed to such a level that those children would found a nation after them?Q3  

‘Yaktan’ 
Lastly, there is a technical issue that must be addressed. Rashi tells us that Yaktan was given his 

name due to his humility, because he made himself ‘small’, based on its similarity to the word 

‘katan’, meaning small. We must therefore attempt to understand the significance of the letter 

yud placed at the beginning of his name, and why he was not simply named ‘katan’?Q4  

Humility at Home 
Chazal tell us (תנא דבי אליהו זוטא ז), “ ל שנו חכמים, לעולם יהיה אדם עלוב לכל אדם, ולאנשי ביתו יותר מלכ

םהע , our Rabbis taught, one should always be self-effacing to everyone, and to one’s family more 

than to other people.” Eliyahu Hanavi is teaching here that the middah of Anavah, humility, must 

begin at home. This is contrary to the approach of many individuals who may appear very humble 

to the outside world, but expect and demand Kavod in their own homes. We see from Chazal that 

this approach is totally wrong, as the most important place for a person to be self-effacing is at 

home. This is because, foremost, if a person acts humbly only in public it is a sign that their 

humility is not internal and does not stem from an accurate appreciation of who they truly are, as 

otherwise they would act humbly in private as well.  

Moreover, we see from Yaktan that humility in the home is a key element in successfully raising 

children, as Rashi tells us that it was because of Yaktan’s humility that he succeeded in raising his 

children to go on to establishing thirteen different nations. 

In order to raise children in a healthy fashion it is vital that parents are able to recognize their 

children’s’ individual strengths and tendencies. When a child’s personality and mindset more or 

less matches that of the parent, then this is easy, but when it is different from that of their parents, 

as is often the case, it becomes considerably more difficult, and is even more of a challenge when 

each child also differs from his siblings.  

It is natural for a person to have a vision of how he wants his household to develop and how he 

wants his children to emerge, thus it takes true humility to be able to look past their personal 

goals and visions and treat a child in a fashion that is appropriate for his own abilities even in the 

event that they do not match with the parent’s original vision. To do so requires a person to focus 

on who his children really are, instead of viewing them as an extension of himself and therefore 

fitting them into the mold that he envisioned for them in that capacity. The extent that a person 

develops the humility necessary to focus exclusively on someone else will determine the extent 

to which he is able to achieve this goal, and raise his children to the maximum of their potential. 
A3 

From the fact that Yaktan succeeded in allowing this children to develop in such different ways 

that they each founded a separate and distinct nation is a testimony to his great humility, and 

that he was therefore able to put their needs before his own.A1,  
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Long Term Humility 
Although many people often feel feelings of humility, they tend to be only temporary thoughts 

brought on by some humbling experience. These feelings of humility cannot necessarily be relied 

upon as testimony that a person is truly humble, as unfortunately one all too often sees a person 

who expressed humility when he were made aware of how limited his Torah knowledge is in 

comparison to the vastness of the Torah knowledge of people from the previous generations, yet 

flies into a rage when someone does not show him the honor that he expects and is used to 

receiving. In order to succeed in realm of chinuch a person must have lasting humility that is 

present even when their honor is challenged, as raising children according to their own strengths 

requires constant humility – the fleeting variety is not sufficient.  

Lasting Humility 
According to the rules of grammar, when the letter yud is placed at the beginning of a word it 

switches the words to future tense meaning that the word ‘Yaktan’, which begins with a yud, has 

a connotation of future humility, whereas ‘Katan’ would imply only humility in the present tense. 

This can be understood to reflect on the extent of Yaktan’s humility, that it was not only 

temporary, but rather, he was humble then, and he would remain humble in the future. A4 It was 

this constant humility that enabled him to raise his children to succeed in their own paths, 

according to their own unique abilities, to the extent that they each founded nations.A2 

Use it for the Sake of Holiness 
The possuk says, (שמות י, כו) “ 'ה את לעבד נקח ממנו כי , for we will take from it to serve Hashem.” 

The Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk (פרשת וארא ד"ה ויאמר משה) explains this possuk allegorically to mean 

that one must learn from the actions of the forces of Tumah how to better serve Hashem. One of 

the applications of this concept is that we must examine what Chazal teach us about the nations 

of the world in order to find the things that work for them that can be applied to our Avodas 

Hashem in order to help us combat their influence over us.  

This being the case, if Ýaktan, a Goy, managed to achieve such great success in raising his children 

as individuals who went on to found nations that would terrorize the Jewish people, each one in 

its own unique way, it is incumbent upon us, as Yidden, to be humble when raising our children, 

so that they will also develop their own unique strengths with which they can serve Hashem in 

ways that no one else can. 

Even So He Is Still Humble! 
The Avodah of anavah applies to everyone, not only to great Talmidei Chachamim, who actually 

have something to be proud of. The Beis Yisrael of Gur would tell the story of what happened 

when Rav Shlomo Eiger, son of the great Gaon Rav Akiva Eiger, sent a messenger to the Beis 

Midrash of the Kotzker Rebbe in order to tell his son Reb Leibele to return home. The story goes 

that while the messenger was in the Beis Midrash looking for Reb Leibele he noticed that the 

people around him were getting nervous, as if they were expecting someone very dignified to 

arrive. He asked them who was coming and they told him, “Reb Elazar Ber from Grabavitz.” When 
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he arrived the messenger was surprised to see that he carried himself like a simple peasant. He 

enquired if Reb Elazar Ber was a Gaon, to which they responded in the negative. He asked if 

perhaps he was a generous Gvir, to which they also responded with a “no.” He then asked them, 

“If he is not a Lamdan, and not a Gvir, then why are you all so excited about him?” To this they 

responded, “He doesn’t hold of himself.” The messenger was flabbergasted, and asked, “If he is 

not a Lamdan and not a Gvir, then what does he have to be arrogant about anyways!?” When the 

Kotzker Rebbe heard of this exchange he commented, “ גאון, און נישט קיין למדן, און נישט  נישט קיין

 ,He is not a Gaon, and not a Lamdan, and not wealthy ,קיין עושר, ואף על פי כן א עניו איז א מעלה

and even so he is still humble – that is a Maalah!”  

This Kotzker chidush teaches us that contrary to what we might think, the lack of positive 

attributes or success does not preclude a person from being prideful about those very qualities 

that he does not even possess! If a person does not actively work on acquiring the middah of 

Anavah then the Yetzer Harah will convince him of his greatness whether or not this is true, for 

the purpose of tripping him up and inflicting upon him and those around him the terrible spiritual 

destruction that arrogance brings in its wake.  

 בינו שנות דור ודור
The possuk instructs us, saying, (דברים לב, ז) “ עולם בינו שנות דור ודורימות זכור  , remember the years 

gone by, reflect upon the years of one generation after another.” The Midrash (ספרי דברים, שי, ז) 

interprets this as a reference to the generation of Noach and the Dor Haflagah, and adds that in 

every generation there are people like the ones who lived in those generations.  

We must therefore take to heart this lesson, as the Midrash is telling us that the same strengths 

that existed then can be found in our generation as well. As such, if Yaktan’s humility brought him 

such success, we too can use this powerful tool for the purpose of strengthening the Kedushah in 

the world by building strong families that foster the development of each child according to his 

unique abilities. May we all merit to acquire lasting humility like that of Yaktan and merit the 

blessing of (תהלים קכח, ו) “ לוראה בנים לבניך שלום על ישרא , and may you see children [born] to your 

children, [and see] peace upon Yisrael,” amen, KY”R. 
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