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Now You Know 
With Yom Kippur coinciding with 

Shabbos this year, there are a few 
changes. 

Normally, Erev Yom Kippur is a 
somewhat festive day, on which we 

celebrate the holiday of forgiveness 
by having the meal we can’t have the 
following day due to the fast, and we 

also don’t say Tachanun. 

There is a disagreement amongst the 
poskim whether Avinu Malkeinu 
should be said on Erev Yom Kippur 

morning. The accepted custom is not 
to say it, except in a year like this 
when we will not say Avinu Malkeinu at 
the various Tefilos of Yom Kippur, we 

do say it at Shacharis on the 9th, but 
not at Mincha. 

When lighting candles before nightfall, 
the blessing should end with, “l’hadlik 

ner shel Shabbos v’Yom HaKippurim.” 
Women who light candles say 
Shehechyanu then, and do not repeat 
it with the tzibbur in shul. 

We don’t say Avinu Malkeinu on Yom 
Kippur that falls out on Shabbos 
because it contains numerous 
requests and we do not make 

requests of HaShem on Shabbos. (It 
remains in the Ne’ila prayer, 
however.) 

Thought of the week: 

It is much easier to repent of 
sins that we have committed 
than to repent of those that 
we yet intend to commit. 

 “Any vow, oath, prohibition...”                                                  „...YMRXW ,YRSAW ,YRDN LK „ 

We go into Yom Kippur with pomp and circumstance. The Chazan stands at the Bima, 
flanked by two important people each with a Sefer Torah in his arms, and he chants a 
haunting age-old tune as he intones these words. They are not about forgiveness, nor 
regret, but rather they seem to be a rather business-like nullification of vows. In truth, the 
importance of keeping one’s word is not to be underestimated as one who does not do so, 
and violates the laws of vows, may find all the blessing decreed upon him to be withheld. 

In Kabalistic teaching, Kol Nidrei is a plea to G-d to nullify His oath that He will punish or 
exile the Jewish people because of their sins. The Talmud (Bava Basra 74a) relates that 
Rabba bar Bar Chanah heard a Heavenly voice saying, “Woe is Me that I have sworn to 
exile My people, but now that I have sworn, who can annul it for Me?” Kol Nidrei implies 
that just as we seek to absolve ourselves of vows and oaths that burden us, so, too, may 
G-d annul His oath to withdraw His Presence from the Jewish people. 

Complementary to that, as we said last week, HaShem will not renege on good that He has 
promised, but He may opt not to send some bad or tragedy He previously promised. This is 
why if a prophet (like Yonah) prophesies that something bad will happen, and it doesn’t, he 
is still called a true prophet. 

Therefore, we recite Kol Nidrei in a moving way in order to motivate us to leave our egos 
behind too. If G-d can choose to change His mind for the better and it doesn’t diminish His 
stature, then we too can be flexible and admit that we might have been too hasty in making 
some decisions. Further, we nullify any future vows because at this moment of 
introspection and clarity we see how easy it is to get caught up in a moment – either in 
vowing or transgressing – and we want to take proactive precautions not to fall again. 

“For the sin we committed with the Evil Inclination.”        „.ERH RCYB WNAUXw AUX LE„ 

In the list of sins for which we wish to repent and atone, we find this surprising one. Why is 
this singled out? Aren’t ALL our sins the result of the Tempter’s influence on us? 

R’ Mordecai Gifter z”l explains this conundrum. In truth, the Yetzer Hara isn’t evil at all. On 
the contrary, he is an angel dutifully carrying out his mission. Rather, the yetzer is the 
inclination to do evil, against which we are supposed to fight and refuse to acquiesce. 

By doing so, we would merit tremendous growth and reward. Failure to capitalize on this 
opportunity is something for which we must express remorse and regret. 

The Mitzvah of Yom Kippur is Teshuva. Translated as repentance, it doesn’t quite 
capture the true spirit of the word or the act. Teshuva means to return, not just to 
avoid punishment for having done wrong but to take conscious steps to rebuild a 
relationship with HaShem, as the following story illustrates: 

A fellow had an awakening in his middle-age and decided to become a religiously 
observant Jew. When he did so, however, his fortunes began to take a downward turn. As 
things got progressively worse, he went to his Rabbi for guidance. The Rabbi took the man 
to the esteemed Rosh Yeshiva R’ Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz z”l of Bnei Brak. 

R’ Lefkowitz asked the man about his business. The he asked if the man ever worked on 
Shabbos. The man replied that yes, for many years he had worked on Shabbos. 

“Your Teshuva has been fully accepted by HaShem,” explained the sage with a warm 
smile, “and you are now giving back all the money you earned on Shabbos so you can be 
completely cleansed. Once the debt is repaid, you will be successful once again.”  
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Start the year off the 

right way! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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- adapted from Living Emunah 3 by R’ David Ashear 


