
  יהי רצון שנהיה לראש ולא לזנב

May it be His will that we be for a head and not for a tail 

 

Among the many brachos in Parshas Ki Savo (28:13), we 

read, ונתנך ה' לראש ולא לזנב- HaShem shall place you as a 

head, and not as a tail. It is customary in some 

communities at the meal on the night of Rosh Hashanah to 

recite this brocha, asking HaShem that it be His will. 

At first glance it seems that there is an unnecessary 

repetition in the brocha since it makes perfect sense that 

the one who would be the head would not be a tail. The 

Ramban explained that it is feasible to hold both positions 

simultaneously. Referring to Klal Yisroel, he noted that “it 

is possible that one would be the head of many nations, 

yet the tail of one who is higher.” To paraphrase the words 

of Chazal, “one can be the head of wolves and a tail of the 

lion at the very same time”; the head of weaker kings yet 

the tail of a strong one who rules over them. HaShem 

promises Klal Yisroel that if they are worthy, they will be 

respected by everyone and subservient to no one. 

On Rosh Hashana, we ask for all the brochos. At the same 

time, we must keep in mind that it’s not enough to aim for 

the top of something low. How high must we aim?  והלכת

 and you shall go in His ways, teaches us that we -בדרכיו

must aim for Godliness, constantly trying to emulate 

HaShem. 

There is another poignant lesson that we can learn from 

this brocha. Rav Shamshon Pinkus z”l wonders, what is the 

great benefit of being a head and not a tail? If at the end 

of the day, the entire item reaches its destination, does it 

really matter if the tail arrives a second later?  

There is a great joke told of a not-so-intelligent person that 

refused to move from first class on the plane even though 

they had only paid for an economy seat. The stewardess 

and many others rushed over asking the person move, but 

to no avail. Finally, the co-pilot walked over and whispered 

something in the passenger’s ear, and with that, the 

passenger promptly moved to the back of the plane. In 

amazement, everyone asked the co-pilot what were the 

magic words he said to convince the passenger to move. 

The co-pilot replied, "All I said was that first class wasn't 

going to New York.”  

Obviously, the analogy of traveling first class vs. economy 

would in itself be a brocha, hence, be a head and not a tail, 

but there must be a greater brocha that HaShem is giving 

us. 

Rav Pinkus explains that the head is the place of logic; it’s 

where our thinking is done. When a person is driven by 

their head, it means that they are thinking; that they are 

engaged in a cognitive process. However, a tail is just 

dragged along; it’s just at the back. 

Let us look at a train for a moment. The train has many 

different compartments and cars. How do we know which 

one contains the engine? Are they not all moving together 

at the same time very quickly? While it’s true that they all 

may be traveling together, but if you were to detach them 

one from another, there is only one car that will continue 

on its journey, and that is the one with the engine. All the 

rest will eventually come to a stop. 

The Chafetz Chaim used to say that “most of the Jews in 

Radin keep Shabbos, because most of the Jews in Radin 

keep Shabbos.”  

But that is not good enough! We should not be keeping 

Shabbos and the rest of the mitzvos because that’s what 

everyone else is doing. We keep the Torah because it 

enhances our lives; the Torah commands us to and 

because this is what true fulfillment is and what life is all 

about. האוהבים דבריה גדולה בחרו טועמיה חיים זכו וגם  - 

those who have tasted it have lived, they merit life, and 

those who love its words have chosen greatness.    

It is possible for one to go through an entire lifetime, 

keeping all the mitzvos and completing the entire Torah, 

only to find out upon arrival at the Beis Din shel Ma’ala, 

that it is not good enough because “you were just a tail.” 

They did not do it because it was meaningful, but rather 

because everyone else was doing it. 

Even worse, at times we are tails of ourselves. We do 

things today because we did them yesterday, without even 

thinking of why. That is what a tail is.  

To be a Torah Jew means to be a head, thinking constantly, 

always trying to grow, always wanting to do more and be 

better. 

May we be zoche to be the head amongst heads and to 

feel Yiddishkeit in our bones, not just doing things because 

“that’s what we do”, but because we think about The One 

that has told us to do it, and how this mitzvah can and will 

enhance our lives. ר"יאמן כ .יהי רצון שנהיה לראש ולא לזנב  

 

Wishing everyone a  טובה כתיבה וחתימה  and ah git 

gebentched yuhr!            מרדכי אפפעל 

דרכים 
 בפרשה

ראש השנה     
 

R’ Mordechai 
Appel, an alumnus 

of Yeshivas Mir 
Yerushalayim, is a 

regular Maggid 
Shiur in the 

Toronto 
community.  


