
 

 
 בס"ד

 

Lech Lecha 5777- Of Sockeyes and Chinooks 

 

In this week’s parsha Hashem 

instructs Avraham to travel. He says, 

“Lech Lecha”- “Go for you(rself)” 

(Beraishis, 12:1). Many explanations are 

offered by the mefarshim as to what 

Hashem meant when adding the pronoun 

lecha-for you(rself), see Rashi et al. Rav 

Shamshon Refael Hirsch in his 

explanation writes “If the principle 

idolized by the majority is not the one 

which is truly divine, then the individual 

must go alone, his own way, with 

Hashem” In other words Hashem is 

saying to Avraham, “You are about to 

embark upon an odyssey to build a nation. 

You will encounter much indifference, 

ridicule, animosity and loathing along the way You will be treated like a pariah in some 

cultures, and like a leper in others. Mothers seeing you coming, will gather up their 

petticoats and whisk their children indoors. People will cross the street when they see 

you walking towards them. At times, you will feel that you are all alone, just little old 

you on this special journey. Lech-travel nonetheless even if it is just lecha-you against 

the world.”  

 By and large, that is what happened to Avraham. The Torah (Beraishis, 14:13) 

calls Avraham an Ivri which literally means “one who passed over from the other side”. 

Rav Yehuda (Yalkut Shimoni, remez 73) understands this to mean that in his beliefs 

Avraham was on one side of a figurative river, with the rest of the world on the other. 

So, yes, Avraham had journeyed, but it was lecha, one man alone with G-d. 

 Luckily for us, Avraham handled his lonely journey with aplomb, because as our 

Patriarch he passed down to us, his descendants, that mettle and fortitude allowing us 

throughout the millennia to ignore the sirens of culture and to instead faithfully serve 

our Creator. 

 There is a custom to eat fish at the Shabbos night meal. For most of us this custom 

comes in the form of gefilte fish. But for some it’s a piece of salmon. Because the 

salmon has Avraham-like strength with the ability to travel upstream defying the 

current.  [I saw this amazing feat many years ago in Scotland where standing on the 

banks of a cascading river I saw salmon jumping out of the water heading uphill.] The 

truth is, any of us sitting at a Shabbos table devoid of electronic devices, singing zemiros 

and saying divrei Torah, are salmon, for we are showing the courage and conviction to 

fight our way upstream, whilst much flotsam and jetsam pass us by, bobbing along the 

current of modern day society. 

 And that is maybe why the custom is to call this parsha “Lech Lecha.” Why not 

just Lech? Hey, if we can have a Tzav can’t we have a Lech? The answer is that this 

Lecha is not just a grammatical necessity but rather a timeless message. Let us not look 

around and follow what the majority is doing. Because there is a good chance, as Rav 

Hirsch said above, that the “principle idolized by the majority is not the one which is 

truly divine”. And it can get lonely, just “you” and Me sayeth Hashem. 



 

 

 

 

Later in the parsha, regarding the land of Cana’an, Hashem tells Avraham 

“Lecha etnena” -” I am giving it to you”. The Hakesav VeHakabala (amongst others) 

question this statement, for Hashem never actually gave it to Avraham (it was only 

several hundred years later that the Bnai Yisrael, under the leadership of Yehoshua, took 

ownership of the land). So, what does Hashem mean “Lecha etnena”? Perhaps 

homiletically we can suggest that Hashem is telling Avraham what it will take to 

deserve and hold onto Eretz Yisrael. “You want to own it” says Hashem to Yidden 

throughout history, “it’s yours.” “But there is just one condition, “Lecha etnena. I can 

only give it to those who hold on to the message of lecha, a nation willing to buck trends 

and snub their noses at culture. 

 I am reminded of the famous joke of an old guy in his Volvo, driving home from 

work when his wife rings him on his car phone. "Arnie", she says in a worried voice, 

"be careful. I was listening to the news just now; some lunatic is driving the wrong way 

down the freeway". "It's worse than that", Arnie replies, "there are hundreds of them!" 

 

Have a great Shabbos, 

 

Rabbi Nosson Greenberg 

Rav, Khal Machzikei Torah, Far Rockaway, N.Y. ravgreenbergkmt@gmail.com 

 


