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Cliff Hanger 
Using an Unconventional Ladder on Yom Tov 

 

Rabbi Berger went with his family went to 

the ranch of his friend Shuey Shochet in North 

Dakoda for Shavuos. 

While they settled in, 

Mrs. Berger noticed 

Rabbi Berger looking 

around at the elegant 

wooden structure with 

a worried look on his 

face. 

“Something seems 

to be bothering you, 

what is the problem?” 

asked Mrs. Berger. 

“Nothing to worry 

about,” Rabbi Berger replied. “I will work on 

something before Yom Tov to avoid the 

problem.”  

Before Yom Tov, Rabbi Berger found time 

and fiddled on his newest invention with the 

materials found in the shed. He made the most 

mysterious gizmo from scraps of metal and 

other stuff from there. It was a box with a 

strong nylon rope going through it with a triple 

hook on the top end. On the right side, there 

was a crank; while on the left side, there was a 

pole with a pail hanging from it. Also, there was 

a seat with a back coming from the middle of 

the box, with foot brakes hanging from it to 

lock the box into place. Lastly, there were 

wheels on the back of 

the box, to ride along 

the wall. 

“Why did Tatty 

make that 

thingamajig?” Yossi 

asked Baruch. 

“I was wondering 

the same thing,” 

responded Baruch. “I 

figured that Tatty will 

show us his newest 

invention when using it 

over Yom Tov.” 

Nothing happened to put his newest gizmo 

to work, until the second day of Yom Tov. The 

women had already grilled the meat in the 

morning to have it prepared for the seudah. 

They were planning to warm up the food right 

before the meal. But something disturbing 

happened.  

“The fire went out from the grill, and we 

don’t have any way to reheat the food,” noted 

Mrs. Shochet to Mrs. Berger. 
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“Well, there is nothing we can do now,” 

responded Mrs. Berger. “We will have to wait till 

the men come home to ask them how we can 

rewarm the food.” 

When Rabbi Berger came home, Mrs. Berger 

asked, “Refael, the grill broke, how can we 

recook the meat?”  

Rabbi Berger started to explain, “The wooden 

structure of the buildings here made me 

concerned, that in case of fire chas v’shalom, 

there should be another escape route. I made a 

gadget that is meant to hang from the 

windowsill on the outside, for someone to be 

able to comfortably exit, in case of an 

emergency. I will call it the Cliff Hanger. I will 

hook the new gadget onto the roof 

of the barn. Then I will bring up the 

food, and reheat the meat on the 

sun-heated metal rooftop.”  

“Tatty, why can’t we just use 

the roof ladder instead,” asked 

Shmuli practically.  

“Well, that is a very good 

question! We can’t use a roof ladder 

on Yom Tov, because it looks like we are 

planning to fix the roof (Mishnah Brurah 

518:28).”  

 

Perhaps, it would be prohibited to go onto 

a roof even with an unconventional method; 

because it also looks like that he plans to fix 

his roof. 

On the other hand, even if someone sees 

him going onto the roof in this unconventional 

method, it is not obvious to the onlooker that 

he is fixing his roof. Therefore, maybe it would 

not be included in the prohibition of maris 

ayin.  

When the rabbanim made their rule, it was 

only regarding using a ladder. This would not 

include any other way of getting onto the roof. 

We cannot make any adjustments to the 

rabbonim’s prohibition (based on Minchas 

Shlomo Chelek Alef, siman 25). Therefore it 

seems that it would be permitted for Rabbi 

Berger to use the Cliff Hanger to get onto the 

roof.  

Rabbi Berger brought the Cliff Hanger to 

the barn. With everyone out of the way, he 

swung the hooks around his head till he had 

enough momentum, and threw the 

hooks onto the roof. He pulled the 

rope to make sure it was taut. He 

got onto the Cliff Hanger, and 

turned the crank. He easily scaled up 

the walls of the barn with the pulley 

system inside the box. On the roof, 

he put the burgers and franks and 

they were steaming in no time.  

“Then, why should it be better using 
the Cliff Hanger; it should also be 
maris ayin?” asked Yehoshua.  
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