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Revealing Hashem's Glory 

within Hester 
 

hy does Hashem run the world 

according to a permanent set of laws? 

After all, this misleads us, tempting us 

to believe in natural causes, chas veshalom, rather than 

recognizing that everything is led directly by Hashem! 

Hashem's nachas from His creation is that amidst the 

hester – despite the illusion of other existing "powers" 

and causes, chas veshalom – we recognize that He is the 

only Power actuating everything. Our task in this world 

is to reveal Hashem's glory within hester, to declare 

within the realm of nature that Hashem is the One and 

Only Creator and Sustainer.  

If a child wakes up with fever in the morning, instead of 

trying to figure out the reason for his cold, we will say 

to Hashem, "Hashem, everything is in Your hands; it is 

only Your power that can cure my child" (and it makes 

no difference to Hashem if it is a virus, bronchitis, or any 

other infection). After such sincere prayer, the child 

sometimes gets better within a few hours. But the 

yetzer hara does not give up so fast. We will tell our 

mother or a neighbor what miracle happened to us, and 

they will "wisely" comment, "Oh, yes, I heard there's a 

virus going around that disappears within half a day" 

(they may have really heard it or only imagined it), or it 

may not be our mother or neighbor, but our own 

thoughts coming up inside us: "I must have just thought 

he was sick; maybe I misread the thermometer." It's 

hard for us to break loose of our self-devised, steady 

system of laws, a system which is no more than the 

course through which Hashem runs the world and 

which really has no power whatsoever and no cause or 

effect. It is merely a system with which Hashem 

conceals Himself in the world.  

Our task in life is to recognize the powerlessness of this 

system. With the power of tefillah and emunah we rise 

above the confines of nature, we lift the curtain of 

hester that masks the world, and Hashem treats us in a 

way that transcends nature. 

Chazal tell us about Rabi Chanina ben Dosa's daughter, 

who mistakenly used vinegar instead of oil when 

preparing the Shabbos candles. Rabi Chanina said, "He 

Who told oil to burn will tell the vinegar and it will burn." 

The candles indeed burned with vinegar. Rabi Chanina 

believed and knew that Hashem did everything and that 

for Him, there was no difference at all between kindling 

oil and kindling vinegar. Once he had revealed Hashem's 

hand amidst the hester of nature, he accomplished the 

purpose of nature; there was no longer need for this 

cover-up, and Hashem acted openly toward him, 

without the veil of nature. 

If we daven sincerely to Hashem and believe in the 

power of our prayers, Hashem will help us even in ways 

beyond the laws of nature. We should recognize that 
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and thank Hashem, and not shut ourselves in the dark 

frame of nature again. 

Sometimes, in the midst of cooking and baking, we 

realize that we put in the ingredients in the wrong order 

or we forgot to add an important spice. Full of faith, we 

turn to the Ribono shel Olam and beg Him to please 

make the food turn out well. We know He is all-

powerful; nature and miracles are all the same to Him 

in any case. Hashem answers our prayers and the food 

comes out delicious. But here, too, we tend to find some 

"cause" to which to ascribe our salvation. Maybe we 

really didn't forget the ingredient, or maybe that 

ingredient was not that important after all, or perhaps 

there was another way to make it that we hadn't known 

about. But we must stand strong against such 

unfounded thoughts, believe in our prayers and in 

Hashem, Who is in absolute control of the world, and 

thank Him expressly: "Thank you, Ribono shel Olam, for 

listening to my prayers." This is the very purpose for 

which we were created in the world of hester – to reveal 

the Ribono shel Olam within this hester. 

 

Our Task Is Amidst Nature 

Hashem gave us the Torah and mitzvos, which we 

must fulfill within the laws of nature. For example: a Jew 

has to buy an esrog for Succos. He is not permitted to 

sit in his house hoping that an esrog will grow in his 

living room. Hakadosh Baruch Hu can surely provide us 

with an esrog wherever we are, yet He commanded us 

to perform the mitzvos within the confines of this world. 

Hashem wants a Jew to go out and buy an esrog, 

while at the same time believing that Hashem alone 

gives him the ability and the money to buy it, and that 

He is the One opening his eyes to notice the quality 

esrog. Hashem creates the esrog and He alone arranges 

for it to reach him. A Jew has to daven to find a mehudar 

esrog, go out and purchase one, and believe that it was 

not his skill and efforts that brought him this nice esrog, 

but only siyatta dishmaya. 

That holds true for every area in life. A person has 

an obligation to support his family. While it is his 

mitzvah to do hishtadlus to earn an income for their 

support, he must know that only Hashem provides him 

with his parnassah – and not always through his area of 

hishtadlus. 

Hishtadlus is not a means through which Hashem 

gives us our needs. Everything Hashem gives us, He 

grants us directly, without any medium, but the course 

of events deludes us into thinking that our efforts are 

Hashem's means to give to us. 

 

To be continued…

 


