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וילך -פרשת נצבים   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 ראש השנה
Rosh Hashanah 

 
No person is complete and no Jew is complete 
unless and until he collaborates with others – 
with unity and camaraderie.  Moreover, even 
the simplest person has the power to complete 
the greatest of the great.1 
 
 

 לקראת יום הדין הגדול
Towards The Great Day of Judgment 

 
Parshas Nitzavim is always read immediately 
preceding Rosh Hashanah for we are already 
standing to receive the great and awe-inspiring 
Day of Judgment.  When the words, “You are 
standing today, all of you”2 echoes through 
shul, we understand that it refers to Rosh 
Hashanah, the day on which we stand before 
the Creator of the World and pass before Him 
like sheep in astounding judgment – which 
includes both judgment and mercy.  As we say in 
the davening of Rosh Hashanah, “And You, in 
judgment, do kindness.”3  Within the very 
judgment – Hashem performs kindness. 
 
Why must there be judgment?  HKB”H created 
the world for it to be conducted in a specific way 
– to bring it to its ultimate purpose, the goal for 
which Hashem created it.  That goal is predicated 
on many laws and rules.  HKB”H cannot forego 
judgment.  However, because we are so weak – 
trapped inside physical bodies, with all sorts 
of difficulties – and HKB”H loves us so much 
and does not want to cause us to stumble – 
                                                           
 תולדות יעקב יוסף 1
 אתם נצבים היום כלכם (כט, ט) 2
 ואתה במשפט תעשה צדקה 3

“And You, in judgment, do kindness.”  It must be 
within judgment - yet it is also kindness.  This 
means that HKB”H does something incredible – 
He joins two contradictory and diametrically 
opposed concepts – judgment, which is strict 
and often harsh, and kindness, which is 
unearned gifts. 
 
We must do our part and try as hard as possible 
to merit true success in judgment - we cannot 
only request undeserved gifts.  Together with 
that, we must remember that Hashem loves 
us so much – that is the secret of the great 
forgiveness of Rosh Hashanah.  One who 
awakens himself to do teshuva and also asks for 
mercy and unearned kindness – will emerge 
from these days to genuine good life, joy and 
peace. 
 
“Master of the World, I ask for pardon and 
forgiveness for everything I did in the past year 
that caused me to become distant from You.  I 
ask that the new year be filled only with things 
that draw me close to You.” 
 
The key phrase in the first pasuk of this week’s 
parsha is “all of you!”  “You are standing, all of 
you!”  When a Jew merits loving the Jewish 
people – his lot is so fortunate.  The more that a 
person clings to love of other Jews – the more 
he clings to Hashem, his G-d.   
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We must never think, “I am the successful one 
and I have no strength to deal with other people 
today.  I do not wish to see anyone.  I can barely 
drag myself along and tolerate what I endure – I 
have no strength to pay attention to someone 
else or give him encouragement or even for him 
to have pity on me and pay me any attention.”  
We must overcome these feelings.  Even if there 
are limited circumstances in which these may be 
appropriate4, they must never become fixed 
occurrences, G-d forbid.  Every soul is a part of 
the communal soul of the Jewish people – which, 
when it is complete, is essentially the Shechina 
itself. 
 
There are things that cannot be done alone.  In 
areas in which R’ Akiva did not succeed - R’ 
Shimon bar Yochai accomplished, in the merit of 
unity and love of his fellow man.  Nowadays we 
live in circles – each person, in his own circle 
(e.g. shul, yeshiva, chassidus, etc.).  However, it is 
all really preparation for the great circle that will 
exist when we are all united. 
 
Nobody wins in a quarrel.  Where there is 
separation and discord, Hashem leaves that 
place.  In arguments – everyone loses.  We 
must decide that these fights do not interest us at 
all.  We must never take part of any argument, 
fight or baseless hatred.  A Jew must strengthen 
peace and love with every other Jew, whoever 
he may be. 
 
Generally, when we talk about the greatness of 
peace or the terrible danger of strife, we are 
inclined to think of public fights, between groups 
or factions – and that there is not much we can 
do to prevent those.  What about our quarrel 
with our next-door neighbor or the person who 
sits next to us in shul?  We must strengthen 
peace and love towards every Jew and daven 
to Hashem to save the Nation of Israel from 

                                                           
4 As is described in the third chapter of Koheles (“Everything 
has an appointed season, and there is a time for every matter 
under the heaven… a time to give birth and a time to die… a 
time to be silent and a time to speak, etc.”).  There are times 
when a person must be alone… 

all fights, baseless hatred and that there be 
only peace and love among all of Am Yisroel.   
 
That is the message of Parshas Nitzavim and 
Rosh Hashanah.  That was the message that 
Rebbe Nachman imparted when he was about to 
leave this world: “Just strengthen yourselves 
together and then you will be upright people.” 
 
Rosh Hashanah is the “Day of Remembrance.”  
That is its name.  This world was created for 
one thing: that we remember and recall 
Hashem at every moment.  Whatever 
transpires throughout a person’s day – is only so 
that we will say, “Blessed is Hashem, thank G-d; 
with G-d’s help; if Hashem wills it.”  A life of 
emuna. 
 
When does a person know that he has merited 
complete emuna?  When he constantly says, 
“Thank You.”  Everything is good – even what 
appears to be bad.  Hashem’s ways are 
hidden, but they all bring us to the ultimate 
good - even if it is incomprehensible along the 
way. 
 
If a person is annoyed about something – he 
does not yet have emuna.  We think that we are 
angry with other people, but, essentially, we are 
angry with Hashem because Hashem 
orchestrates this world. 
 
No matter what happens – we must 
remember Hashem; remember that it is all 
from Hashem only to bring us close to Him.  
Man is created below so that he will remember 
Hashem above.  The lower one is, the greater his 
merits when he remembers Hashem above.  It is 
a much harder challenge – so, the reward is 
greater. 
 
Remembering Hashem means remembering 
our purpose – remembering why we are here, 
remembering that we are Jews, remembering 
our mission, our goal.  Hashem created all 
people flawed.  Everyone has difficulties, no one 
has it easy – there is no one who lacks nothing.  
What did HKB”H do?  He created souls with 
deficiencies and He created the remedy for those 
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deficiencies, “Who creates numerous living 
things with their deficiencies.”5  We must be 
happy that we are fortunate to be Jews, to be 
children of HKB”H, that we merited finding 
the antidote to all of our deficiencies within 
the holy Torah, within all of our tefillos, 
within all of the verses of Dovid Hamelech’s 
Tehillim, within all of the words of Chazal, 
within holiness. 
 
The goal of Rosh Hashanah is to recall that 
Hashem is Elokim.  “Hashem” is the name of 
mercy, while “Elokim” is the name of judgment.  
If we fully understand that “Hashem” is 
“Elokim” – i.e. that judgment is itself kindness 
and compassion – it is forbidden to be sad.  
We must smile, we must be happy and we 
must have emuna that everything will yet 
work out well.   
 
What do we say before blowing the shofar?  
“From the straits did I call upon G-d; G-d 
answered me with expansiveness.”6  Precisely 
from the straits – we reach the 
expansiveness.  Just as the shofar has a narrow 
mouth that widens as it proceeds.  If the shofar’s 
mouth was also wide, we could not create a 
sound from it and we could not reach the 
expansiveness. 
 
“Praiseworthy is the man who does not forget 
You, the human being who takes strength in 
You.”7  How does one not forget Hashem?  How 
can one constantly remember Hashem?  By 
talking to Him.  “Take words with yourselves and 
return to Hashem.”8  If one has emuna in Hashem 
– why does he not talk to Him?  Ask Him to have 
mercy on us, return us in teshuva and help us 
overcome the yetzer hora, the falsehood and 
illusions that it injects into our heads.  Speech is 
connection.  That is the only way to 
remember Hashem.  Speech is our primary 
weapon in our war for holiness.  It is not 

                                                           
 בורא נפשות רבות וחסרונן (בורא נפשות) 5
 מן המצר קראתי י-ה ענני במרחב י-ה (תהילים קיח, ה) 6
 אשרי איש שלא ישכחך ובן אדם יתאמץ בך (מוסך לר"ה) 7
 קחו עמכם דברים ושובו אל ד' (הושע יד, ג) 8

enough merely to want – we must speak, put our 
desires into words.  Prayers build vessels to 
receive what we want. 
 
Rosh Hashanah loudly proclaims, “There is a 
King of the World” and invites us all to take part 
in the King’s coronation.  Our main task on Rosh 
Hashanah is to accept the yoke of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  We ask, “Reign over the entire universe 
in Your glory”9 and we repeatedly scream the 
word “King.” 
 
“Master of the World, true, we did not behave 
that well all year and, true, we deserve 
punishment, but, Father, before You seal our 
verdict, we scream before You, “the King!!!”  “O 
King Who is sitting upon a high and lofty 
throne!”10  “The holy King!”  And when our 
Father, our King sees that we mean what we say 
and that we truly coronate Him over us – that we 
genuinely want to and intend to improve our 
actions – He grants us a good year and a 
favorable writing and seal 
 .(כתיבה וחתימה טובה)
 
On Rosh Hashanah, we must remember that 
Hashem also resides with our friends.  The 
Creator is found in my heart (I will build a 
Mishkan in my heart for Him11) and the same 
Creator is found in the hearts of everyone – in 
the hearts of the entire Jewish nation.  If a 
person cannot connect to the G-dliness in his 
friends, in others and in everyone - if he 
thinks that he is more important than they 
are – at that moment, he loses his own true 
bond with HKB”H. 
 
“We must be very careful with this.  When we sit 
in judgment of our friends, we must take a good 
look at ourselves – are we really worthy of 
judging them?  Judgment belongs to G-d.  Only 
He is capable of judging man, as Chazal taught, 
‘Do not judge your fellow until you have stood in 

                                                           
 מלוך על כל העולם כלו בכבודך (מוסף לר"ה) 9
 המלך יושב על כסא רם ונשא (שחרית לר"ה – ישעיהו ו, א) 10
 בלבבי משכן אבנה 11
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Do not allow me to forget the truth every time that I try to do something that seems impossible – 
either because it has to with other people or it is a situation that I cannot do anything about or affect (what can I do 
already).  Even when I do think about You, Father, I say to myself, “True, HKB”H is All-Capable, but what can already be 
done in this situation.”  Help me remember then that it is always possible to lift my head to You and turn to You and say, 
“Master of the World, here, I cannot do anything, I have no connections, I do not see an opening of hope, everything seems 
sealed off with no possibility of change.  Only You can save me.  For You, there is no such thing as impossible.”  When I 
remember this, I receive such strength, such joy – I have emuna that this is the most powerful and successful endeavor that 
I can undertake.  It is more effective than any efforts of any human being. 

The moment that I turn to You with the emuna and bitachon that You can do everything in a split second, exactly what 
seems impossible to me – I am so connected to You, I am so calm, I so love You, I am so certain that this is the most 
important thing I can do.  I realize that this itself is the greatest salvation that I can merit.  Master of the World, do not allow 
me to forget You, EVER. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us  כ"ה אלול תשע"ז - September 16, 2017 

 

his place.’12  Who is able to know and reach his 
fellow’s place except for Hashem?  One of 
Hashem’s names is ‘The Place’ - everyone has a 
place with Him.  Therefore, only He can judge 
man.”13 
 
Everything that a person goes through is only so 
that he merit drawing close to Hashem.  There 
are many paths to get near Hashem – but they all 
lead to the same destination. 

Reb Doyv’s Corner14 

We must love every Jew because of our 
differences, not despite them.  Just as an 
orchestra is only pleasing if it consists of varying 
instruments – imagine the sound of a band of 
only drummers – Hashem delights in the 
symphony of the diversity of His children 
who seek to serve Him, each with their own 
unique melody.15 
 
With happiness, you can give another person 
life.  People might endure terrible suffering 

                                                           
 ואל תדין את חברך עד שתגיע למקומו (אבות ב, ד) 12
 ליקו"ת א, יד 13
14 … not from Rav Azolai 
15 Based on R’ T.M. Zilberberg 

and be unable to express what is in their 
hearts.  They would like to speak about their 
anguish but there is no one to whom they can 
unburden their heart, so they remain deeply 
pained and worried. 
 
If you come to such a person with a happy 
face, you can literally give them life.  This is a 
great thing and by no means an empty 
gesture.  The Gemara16 relates that two 
merrymakers were worthy of unusual merit 
merely because they made others happy.17 
 
Even when I am not worthy of serving 
Hashem, I am satisfied to let another serve 
Him.  I still long for everyone to be truly 
righteous.  I would like nothing better than 
for all my friends to be great tzaddikim.  This 
would be my greatest expression of love and 
friendship.  This is true Jewish love.   
 
A true Jew must want others to serve 
Hashem, even when he himself is unable to 
do so.18 
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