
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)כג:ז( מדבר שקר תרחק  
Distance yourself from a false word (23:7) 

HaRav Ha’kadosh Rebbe Zushe from Anipoli, zy”a, asks: Why did the Torah 
utilize an expression of “distancing” only by falsehood? He explains: The Torah 
wants to teach us the power of falsehood, for each and every word that is false, 
a person distances himself further away from HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and all his 
good deeds will not stand up for him to bring him closer once again to Hashem. 
This is the intent of the words of the Torah: “From a false word” – each and 
every word that is false, “will distance yourself” – takes you further away from 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu! (Peninim by R’ Yosef Berger) 
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     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:56  
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 The Siddur Speaks & Middos 
Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, zt”l, the Rav of Kovno, had grown up in abject poverty. He was so poor, to the extent that 

one winter his shoes became so worn out that he could not wear them any longer. He decided to go to the local shoe factory, which 

was owned by a wealthy Jew, to ask if he could possibly have a pair of shoes that were irregular, and could not be sold. He 

borrowed a pair of shoes from a friend in order to make the cold walk to the factory. He met the owner who said, “I see you are a 

Yeshivah student. You look to me like you are strong and healthy, and I will absolutely not give you a free pair of shoes. You 

should go out and get a job to earn a living, so that you can buy a pair of shoes yourself. I don’t support lazy people!” Without any 

choice, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan left, dejected and humiliated. He returned home and Davened to Hashem to help him, to allow him 

to continue learning Torah. A few days later, one of the students in the Yeshivah came to Rav Yitzchak Elchanan with a complete 

outfit of used clothing, including a pair of shoes. The boy told him, “You know that I am getting married, and I purchased a new 

outfit for the wedding. Please take my old clothing so that you can continue learning.” A number of years went by, and              

Rav Yitzchak Elchanan soon became one of the leading Torah luminaries of his generation. One day, Czar Nikolai issued a 

terrible decree against the Jews, and the communities decided to send two distinguished representatives to intercede on their behalf 

before the Czar. They sent Rav Yitzchak Elchanan and the wealthy owner of the shoe factory. When they arrived at the Capitol, 

they had to wait a few days for the Czar to give them an appointment. When their meeting finally took place, the Czar was so 

impressed by Rav Yitzchak Elchanan’s holy appearance and demeanor, that he nullified the decree. He then asked the wealthy Jew 

to leave the room, so that he could have a conversation with the Rav in private. The Jew had no alternative but to leave. After a 

few hours, the doors opened, and the Rav walked out accompanied by the Czar. As they were walking down the steps of the 

palace, the wealthy Jew asked the Czar, “What impressed the Czar most about our Rav?” The Czar responded, “I sense that his 

wisdom is like that of a Heavenly Angel, and everything he says is as if it emanates from a holy source.” As they were returning 

back home, the wealthy man requested of Rav Yitzchak Elchanan, “Rebbe, let us make a Yissacher/Zevulun partnership. I will 

give you half my assets, and you will grant me half the reward of your Torah learning.” Rav Yitzchak Elchanan said, “I am sorry, 

you are too late. I can’t make a business deal for what has already occurred. It must be arranged prior to the Torah study. I must 

tell you, though, that years ago you could have accumulated much more in exchange for a simple pair of shoes, than you can today 

with all of your wealth. Regrettably, now it is too late.” Rav Yitzchak Elchanan taught that the best time to learn and support 

Torah is when the opportunity presents itself and not push it off, because the opportunity may not be there again in the future! 
 

If a person is in trying times and he calls out to Hashem, Hashem will listen 

because He is compassionate (22:26). The Ramban notes that Hashem is telling us 

that even when a person may not be deserving of mercy, if he cries out for help, 

Hashem will help him. We can never feel that we are too far away from Hashem or 

that we have betrayed Him and ask ourselves, ‘Why should Hashem help me?’ 

Hashem guarantees to care for those who reach out to Him for help! 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
A Rav once saw a poor, elderly 

street vendor who was selling 

sandwiches and drinks from a little 

stand. The Rav was moved by this 

sight, and he went over to purchase 

something, just to enable the elderly 

gentleman to earn some money. The 

old man realized that a big Talmid 

Chacham was standing before him, 

and he wanted to know if the Rav 

could help him with some 

information. He began by telling the 

Rav about a young boy, a long time 

ago, in a small village in Lithuania, 

who was so poor that his parents had 

not been able to afford to send him to 

Yeshivah. The boy cried, begging his 

parents to find some way to send him 

to Yeshivah. “One day,” said the 

elderly man, “I overheard the boy 

pleading with his father to please let 

him go learn. The father sadly looked 

into his son’s eyes and said, ‘My dear 

child, I would give everything I have 

so that you could go on to Yeshivah, 

but I have absolutely nothing.’ The 

boy could not accept this answer, and 

he began to cry with such bitter tears 

that I also began to cry with him. I 

decided that I had to do something to 

help this child who wanted so badly to 

go learn Torah in a Yeshivah. Baruch 

Hashem I was fortunate to have a job. 

The hours were long, the labor was 

difficult, and the pay was less than 

sufficient. Nevertheless, I decided that 

I was going to set aside a portion of 

my earnings so that I could send that 

young boy to Yeshivah. You can’t 

imagine the excitement in his eyes 

when I knocked on his door and gave 

his parents the entire sum of money 

that was necessary for their son to go 

to Yeshivah!” The man then asked the 

Rav, “Perhaps you know if anything 

ever became of that young boy?” The 

Rav asked him, “Do you remember 

his name?” The man responded, 

“Aharon Kotler.” When the Rav heard 

this, he exclaimed, “Do you know 

who he has become? He is the Gadol 

Ha’dor, the Torah leader of our 

generation! Your selfless act of 

Tzedakah gave the world its Gadol 

Ha’dor!” The man was beaming, and 

felt very content when he heard this. 

The Rav added, “Who knows what 

this world would look like if only 

there were more people just like you!” 

 

 

 
 

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל אהרן בן שרה רבקה לרפואה שלימה:בזכות   
 

 

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 בס"ד

8. One should be careful to avoid causing the jealousy and hatred of others 
 

The Tosafos Yom Tov writes that one should be careful to avoid making other people jealous of 

him, because if someone is envious of another, it is likely he will come to hatred as well. The 

Ponovizher Rav notes that the reason the Rosh grouped jealousy and hatred together is because they 

are traits that are only found by people and no other creation. Jealousy can be appropriate at times, 

like when it is on behalf of Hashem, or if it causes someone to grow more in Ruchniyus, like Kin’as 
Sofrim, when one is jealous of another’s accomplishments in learning and wants to be like them. 

Similarly, there is a time for hatred as well, like hating those who are against the Jewish religion or 

cause others to do Aveiros. However, the Ponovizher Rav observes that the Rosh is careful to write 

the term ‘of others’, which teaches us not to hate or be jealous of the actual person, but rather just 

their character traits. Orach Yesharim comments that jealousy of another’s possessions is actually a 

lack of faith in Hashem, because it shows that he doesn’t believe that everything comes from 

Hashem. Nevertheless, one must be careful not to be the cause of these feelings in others, as it may 

cause another person to become an enemy. 

Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l, was once asked, “How can a person free himself from the Yetzer Hara 

of Kin’ah and Sin’ah, jealousy and hatred? He answered, “I would suggest that anyone who would 

like to free himself from these traits should take a Sefer Mesilas Yesharim and study it slowly like 

you would if you were learning a Tosafos on a Gemara. The Mesilas Yesharim will open your mind, 

and you will get an understanding of what the great issues of Olam Hazeh are. One must work on 

what we are supposed to focus on in this world, and after a while, when Seichel, understanding, 

comes inside of a person, then the foolishness goes out of him. There is no room in the mind for both 

Seichel and Sh’tus, foolishness, to be together, and when you fill your mind with Chochmah, wisdom, 

the foolish attitudes of the world, like jealousy and hatred, will be forced out. Of course, there is 

some Kin’ah that is good— Kin’as Sofrim. Even if one is a Tzaddik, if he sees another Tzaddik 

Davening a longer Shemoneh Esrei than he does, it hurts to see it, because you would like to do the 

same thing too. This is a very good thing to be jealous of. There is also Kin’ah in the next world too, 

in Olam Haba. In Gan Eden each person will be under a Chupah, a canopy, made up of diamonds. 

Each Tzaddik will enjoy his Chupah with many diamonds, because each Mitzvah he did is a diamond 

on his Chupah. He will sit with his wife and they will enjoy that diamond forever and ever. However, 

they will take a look down the way and see the next Chupah, and it may have one diamond that they 

don’t have, and it will hurt them. Even in Gan Eden, one will be sorry that he didn’t do more in this 

world, because they could have gotten that diamond too. Therefore when people learn the real 

purpose of life, many of the foolish things will go out of their heads. It is like the Rambam says, when 

one learns Torah, a great deal of the Sh’tus of Olam Hazeh goes out of your mind!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
When the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yehuda Zev Segal would accept a Bachur into the 

Yeshivah, he would ask the boy for his full Hebrew name and also the name of his mother. He 

once explained the reason for this, “I am responsible for this boy’s Neshamah and I have 

assured his parents that I will do my best to take care of him. It is therefore incumbent upon me 

to Daven that he develop properly, and that is why I need his name!” 

 

 B’Kitzur 
In Uva L’Tzion, we say Kedushah with the Aramaic translation, and great care must be taken 

to say it with proper Kavanah, concentration. The translation should be said quietly. It is 

forbidden for a person to leave Shul before saying this Kedushah. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:3,4) 

 

אלטר מרדכי מנחם בן אסתר פריידא אלעזר בן שרה,לרפואה שלימה:   

 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה, יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל

בתוך שאר חולי ישראלאהרן בן שרה רבקה, ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא   
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