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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the
transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to
send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it does expedite matters in getting this
sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the
fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,
Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing
support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to
communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT TERUMAH 5777

THE JOY OF GIVING

This week's parsha which focuses on the details of the construction of the Mishkan, opens with
Hashem commanding Moshe to ask the Jewish nation for donations. The funds which will  be
collected don't make up the entire cost of the Mishkan, because there was the half shekel that
each member of the Jewish people was required to give. Here each person was to give whatever
his  heart  desired.  Why  didn't  Moshe  Rabenu,  in  a  similar  fashion  to  the  half  shekel,  ask
everyone to give a certain amount and that would cover the entire cost of the Mishkan?

The answer is that Hashem doesn't need our money, he wants our hearts. Without the hearts of
the  people  there  can be  no Mishkan.  The  basis of  the  Mishkan should include  an  obligatory
participation of each person, but the rest of it should be from the heart.

There's a pasuk that we say every day: "Hashem, G-d of our forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Yisrael preserve this forever to be the product of the thoughts of the hearts of Your people and
set their hearts towards You" (Divrei Hayamim I 29:18). What are we asking of Hashem, what is
the "this" that we wish to preserve forever? The pasuk is referring to David Hamelech's donation
towards the Beis Hamikdash and his great joy at the opportunity to do so: "for who am I, and
what  is  my  people,  that  we  should  muster  the  strength  to  donating  in  this  manner?  For
everything is from You and from Your hand have we given to you." (ibid. 14). David Hamelech
enlisted others to give, he gave with such joy and it's this joy that we want to preserve forever.
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They were filled with joy that they gave money to the Beis Hamikdash and didn't have to give
up money due to a decree of the kingdom - they viewed this as a great privilege.

The  Torah  writes:  "I  will  remember  My  covenant  with  Yaakov  and  also  My  covenant  with
Yitzchak, and My covenant with Avraham will I remember and I'll remember the Land" (Vayikra
26:42). The commentaries ask why we find the idea of remembrance with Avraham and with
Yaakov but not with Yitzchak. They explain that Yitzchak doesn't need a special remembrance
because his ashes are there next to the Altar. The question is, from where are there ashes of
Yitzchak, after all he was never offered? The answer is that he went to the Akeida with joy in his
heart and was willing to be offered for Hashem's sake. This is the heart that Hashem desires.

We have just begun the month of Adar, Chazal teach us "mishenichnas Adar marbin besimcha",
when Adar enters we increase our joy. The joy is associated with our reacceptance of the Torah
and the defeat of Haman and other enemies of Israel. Remember on one day we're obligated in
"ad delo yada", the rest of the year we must  know. We must know that everything is in the
hands of Hashem, He does everything, and He performs miracles.

At first the Jewish people didn't understand what Mordechai wanted from them. Achashverosh
invited them all to a feast - the kashrus was not only on a high level but every form of kashrus
was  available  whether  Badatz  or Beit  Yosef,  it  was all  there as  the  Megillah states:  "laasos
kirtzon ish vaish" "according to each man's wish" (Esther 1:8). Even so Mordechai instructed the
nation not to attend the feast, because it was a celebration of the fact that the Beis Hamikdash
had still  not been rebuilt. Achashverosh took out the vessels from the Beis Hamikdash to the
feast and he himself wore the clothing of the Kohanim. The entire purpose of the feast was to
have the Jewish people assimilate. Haman wanted to physically destroy the Jewish people and
remove  them  from  this  world,  Achashverosh  was  interested  in  having  them  assimilate.  He
enticed them with words of love and invited them to his feast.

Mordechai warned them no to go but they didn't listen to him. This angered Hashem and as we
know from Chazal that is the reason that there was the decree of Haman to destroy the entire
nation. The Jewish people only wanted to show the king that they were good loyal citizens and
that  they wished to have  good relations with the king. Only after  the  king gave Haman the
power to destroy the Jewish people did they realize that Mordechai was right.

Mordechai  refused to bow down to Haman and the  people  accused him of  causing the other
nations to hate us. In the end they repented and fasted because they understood that the way
of Mordechai and Esther was the right way. We have no source for whether Mordechai was the
only tzaddik who refused to bow down, presumably Daniel, Chananya, Mishael, Azarya, and Ezra
also didn't bow down. A possible difference is that they could have remained in their house and
not gone in Haman's vicinity.

Mordechai, on the other hand, stood by the gate of the king's palace. He could've made like he
was  davening  Mincha  or  Maariv,  but  by  remaining  there  and  not  bowing  down  he  openly
declared his refusal to bow down to Haman. This was a great Kiddush Hashem, and Hashem
performed a miracle and Haman was defeated. Purim is therefore a day of joy, and we hope and
pray that speedily in our day, we should give to the building of the Beis Hamikdash with great
joy and be able to serve Hashem there.
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