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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Mishna (Berachos 40a) states that if one recited a SheHakol 
over fruits or vegetables, he need not correct the brocho. The 
Gemara (40b) adds that this rule does not apply to bread or wine, 
over which one must recite the proper brocho, and Rashi explains 
that this is because wine, and often bread, bring about many 
berachos for themselves in situations where one did not 
necessarily wish to consume them, such as the obligations to 
recite Kiddush, Havdalah and Birchas Chasanim over wine. The 
Siach Yitzchok (249) notes that Rashi left out several other 
examples of rituals requiring that a brocho be recited over wine, 
such as Bris Milah, Pidyon HaBen, Birchas Aveilim and others, 
suggesting that perhaps Rashi was utilizing the Talmudic 
approach of rhhau tb, where some examples are mentioned and 
others are left out. As such, why does the Midrash (quoted by 
Rashi) criticize Noach for planting grapes before anything else  
(ihkuj unmg vag - kjhu) ? Wouldn’t the need for grapes and wine 
seem to be much greater than any other planting, in light of its 
many applications ? Plus, as the Gemara (Berachos 35a) states: 
ihhv kg tkt vrha ohrnut iht, and presumably, Noach was 
interested in giving thanks to Hashem, over wine. The Mishna 
(Kilayim 4:6) defines a orf (vineyard) as two vines opposite two 
other vines, with a fifth on the side, like a tail. The Avnei Shoham 
suggests that the criticism of Noach was based on the Posuk using 
the words orf gyhu – he planted a vineyard consisting of five 
vines, rather than ipd gyhu which would have indicated a single 
vine, sufficient for Noach’s purposes.  As such, since he did not 
engage in other plantings to begin rebuilding the world, focusing 
instead on additional vines, the Midrash saw fit to disapprove.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone answer int to a brocho before the brocho 
ends ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would forgetting Shacharis Yaaleh V’Yavo not require repetition ? )  
The Mishna Berurah (422:11) cites Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 126:3) 
as stating that if the Shliach Tzibur leaves out Yaaleh V’Yavo 
during Shacharis on Rosh Chodesh, he need not repeat the 
Shemona Esrei as it would be a burden for the Tzibur, and he may 
rely on Musaf, where Rosh Chodesh is mentioned.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
If three people have completed a meal and have begun to bentsch 
with Zimun, if another person who did not eat or drink with them 
suddenly shows up, he must also join in with their Zimun as it 
would not be proper to remain silent while others are praising 
Hashem in his presence. However, since he did not eat with them, 
he cannot say the words: ‘ufu ukan ubkfta lurc. Instead, when the 
leader says: ukan ubkfta lrcb the newcomer should respond by 
saying: sgu okugk shn, una lrucnu lurc. If there were ten men 
present already responding to the Zimun, then the newcomer must 
say: sgu okugk shn, una lrucnu ubeukt lurc. (MB 195) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 85a) states that if someone was buried under 
rubble on Shabbos, it is permitted to clear away some of the 
rubble in order to determine if he is still alive. The Gemara states 
that the rubble should be removed up to his nose, so as to check if 
he is breathing; a second opinion holds it should be cleared to his 
heart to check for a heartbeat. R’ Papa explains that the 2 
opinions disagree only where the rubble is being removed first 
from the body’s lower half, and the heart is uncovered first. If 
there is no discernible heartbeat, one opinion holds that no further 
test need be done while the other opinion holds that one must still 
check the nose for breathing. However, if the upper half is 
uncovered first, once the nose has been checked, both opinions 
would agree that nothing further need be done, as the Posuk 
states: uhptc ohhj jur ,nab rat kf – the spirit of life is in the 
breath of his nose. For practical purposes, the Poskim have 
concluded that even after the lungs have stopped working, life can 
continue for several more minutes, since technology has provided 
machinery capable of registering brain and heart activity not 
detectable manually. What would be the status of someone during 
those several minutes ? The Mishna (Uktzin 3:8) asks when fish 
can become Tomay. Beis Shammai says when they are caught, 
since they can’t survive out of water. Beis Hillel says when they 
actually die. R’ Akiva says that as long as they can still survive, 
such as if they are thrown back into water, they are still 
considered alive. If they have reached the point where they will 
die even if thrown back, they become Tomay, even if alive. The 
Halacha accords with Beis Hillel, so that even if death is 
imminent, as long as they are technically alive, they are deemed 
alive, and the Dinim of Pikuach Nefesh and lhgr os kg sung, tk 
would apply. Still, such a person would probably be deemed a 
Treifah, absolving anyone who harms him during this time.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
As the 19th century turned into the 20th, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld led 
the battle to preserve the sanctity and integrity of Yerushalayim. One 
morning in November, R’ Yosef Chaim came to Shul and before donning 
his Talis and Tefillin, asked if anyone knew who had won the Presidential 
election in the U.S. the day before. No one seemed to know and some 
wondered why R’ Yosef Chaim deemed it so important that he needed 
this information before davening. R’ Yosef Chaim explained that when 
he said Birchos HaShachar every morning and he came to the brocho of 
hud hbag tka where he thanked Hashem for not making him a non-Jew, 
rather than think of a simple non-Jew from the street, he preferred to 
have in mind at that moment the most important, the most dignified 
non-Jew in the world, and to bless Hashem for making him a Jew 
instead of that very important non-Jew. “For this reason I am trying to 
find out who will be the new president of the United States so that I can 
have him in mind when I say the brocho, as he is undoubtedly the most 
Choshuv’a goy I can think of”.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Weinstock family. (Please 
visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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