
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

צופרשת   – “Fighting Amolek with a shovel” 

 

 בס''ד

לר''ש צביה בת 

 יהודית

ִ֣ים ('ג' )ו  ֶאת־ַהֶדֶֶּ֗שן ְוֵהר    

He would remove the coals from the Mizbeach 

One of Aaron Hakohen’s daily jobs in the Mishkan was to take a shovel onto the 
Mizbeach and remove the coals that had finished burning there. The Chovos 
Halvovois explains that even though it seems that this is an unpleasant task for the 
Kohen Godol to have to do, it was to ensure that Aaron remained humble and did 
not become haughty in any way. 

Harav Aaron Bakst points out how remarkable this is. The Torah is genuinely 
concerned that even a man as great as Aaron would perhaps have thoughts of 
Gaava and therefore the Torah instructed him to do this Mitzvah so that he would 
remain humble! We see how vital it is that in the service of Hashem there is no 
remnant of Gaava. 

What is so unique about the Middah of Gaava that the Torah goes to such lengths to 
ensure that the Kohen Godol was free from it? 

Last week we read Parshas Zochor where we were reminded to destroy Amolek. 
Why do Amolek need to be destroyed? What do they represent that is deserving of 
destruction? 

In the Megillah that we read on Purim, we can see what Amalek are all about. 
Haman showed us what a Baal Gaava he was. Think about it; at the height of his 
career, when he had been promoted to second-to-the-king, and just been invited for 
a private party with the king and queen, almost all of the kingdom were bowing 
down to him when they saw him, except for Mordechai. And because of this one 
person, he famously said, ֶוֶ֖ה ֵאיֶנֶּ֥נּו ְוָכל־ֶזֶ֕ה  ִ֑י שֹׁ ל   and all of this is worthless to me. How 
can we understand this? 

A haughty person does not see anyone as more powerful, more supreme than he. “I 
am in full control and I am in charge” he will make sure you will know. This is why 
Hashem says specifically about a Baal Gaava, “I can’t live with him in the same 
place.” To live with Hashem, means to accept Him as the One in full control. A Baal 
Gaava simply can’t surrender his desire for control to Hashem. 

Haman could feel “on top” and in full control wherever he walked, except when he 
was near Mordechai - because Mordechi defied him. He wouldn’t bow down to 
Haman and that hurt. It hurt so much because it showed Haman that he was not in 
full control. To Haman, this made everything else worthless to him because he 
wanted FULL control and he didn’t have it. 

Amalek are driven by Gaava, by the mindset that there is no one more powerful 
than them. That’s why they were the ones who started to fight with Klal Yisroel after 
they left Mitzrayim. “We’ll show them who’s really powerful” they thought. Such a 
people are not deserving of living in Hashem’s world. With their Gaava, they will 
never come to recognize Hashem. 

When we are happy on Purim for the Nissim that Hashem did to Klal Yisroel, we are 
happy to be servants of Hashem. We rejoice in the fact that Hashem is in control. 
This is our way of fighting Amolek; by being happy that we are not in control. 

Of course now we can understand how important it is that in the Mishkan there is 
no Gaava at all. Of all the Middos, Gaava is the one trait that is the complete 
opposite to the service of Hashem and that’s why the Torah goes to such lengths to 
ensure that the Kohen Godol will always be humble. 

 


