
Parshas Toldos – וידו אחזת בעקב עשו 

Above and Beyond 

The epic rivalry between Yaakov and Eisav didn’t just start with Yaakov preempting Eisav in the 

race for Yitzchok’s Brochos. While yet in the womb, the twin future masters of the human race 

struggled for supremacy, as they jockeyed for position in order to be born first and claim the 

Firstborn’s rights to the Brochos. The moment of truth arrived. They reached the finish line with 

Eisav being born first and taking the prize. Yet, Yaakov was literally right on his heels -  וידו אחזת

 as if he still hoped to overtake Eisav. What was the use though? What would it help to ,בעקב עשו

keep the struggle going by trying to pull Eisav back? It was too late. Eisav was officially the בכור 

and that was that. 

Only, it is not over. The struggle for achieving the next and a better מעלה in Ruchnius never 

ends, explained the Lelover Rebbe. Even if it’s over, it is not over. That picture of a newborn’s 

tiny hand firmly gripping his older brother’s heel, is the symbol for all Ovdei Hashem to always 

and forever strive onwards and upwards, even if there is no possibility to go further. When any 

further effort seems futile, we need to remind ourselves that any initiative for Ruchnius is driven 

by Divine Intervention – א לטהר מסעין אותוהב . No barrier is insurmountable. One can achieve 

greater heights in Tefilla, if he truly and sincerely wants. You can master Shas with Tosfos, or 

gain proficiency in an area of Halacha. You can study and become knowledgeable from Seforim 

that you have never attempted to learn before. You can raise your observance of Chanukah, or 

Shabbos or any special time of the year, to more meaningful levels. You can do whatever you 

set your mind to do. Easily? Not necessarily. Doable? Absolutely.  

Even if you have failed to reach that new plateau, it ain’t over. The proof is Yaakov’s hand on 

Eisav’s heel. It was over. Eisav got the בכורה. Yet, in the end, the בכורה and the rights to 

Yitzchok’s Brocho, came firmly into the hands of Yaakov Avinu after all. Yaakov never gave up. 

The inimitable R’ Chaim Itche Trenk z”l, יבדל בין חיים לחיים, along with his beloved brothers, R’ 

Dovid and R’ Zevi, שיחיו לאיוש"ט, treasured every moment of his career of Avodas Hashem. 

These Yidden go through their day as if they are in an amusement park filled with the most 

exciting rides. Every Mitzvoh is a thrill. Every Tefillah and every line of Gemara is full of spark 

and excitement. You do it and you want to run right back on line to do it again. R’ Chaim Itche 

was always looking for a new and better way to upgrade the Mitzvos he did and make his 

Yiddishkeit more Geshmock. Thousands of Talmidim and admirers, have gotten caught up in 

the roaring waves of passionate exuberance and Simchas HaMitzvos that the brothers Trenk 

have generated over decades and decades of Chinuch and outreach. For R’ Chaim Itche, it was 

never good enough and never routine. It had to always be better and fresher than ever. His 

work of Aliyah and excellence never ended. יהי זכרו ברוך. 

We have no idea how deep the wellsprings of Kedushah in our Neshomos are. We cannot 

fathom how far our כוחות הנפש can go. Every Yid can truly go above and beyond any perceived 

limitation and further still. Ours is a כח רוחני that is not limited by the gravity of earthly existence 

and is not bound by any physical dimension or constraint. Go get ‘em,  וקל שקי יברך אתך...לרשתך

 Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Lichtegeh Chodesh, yk .את ארץ מגורך
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Rabbeinu Yonah (ben Avraham) of Gerondi, France (1200 [1180]-1263). The Ramban's mother 

and Rabbeinu Yonah’s father were siblings. Many years later, the Ramban’s son, Rav Shlomo, 

married the daughter of Rabbeinu Yonah. Thus, the two great rishonim were mechutanim as well 

as first cousins. He was a student of Rav Shlomo ben Avraham Min Ha'Har. When King Louis 

XIV of France, "Saint" Louis,” burnt all the copies of the Talmud in Paris in the Square of the 

Louvre, Rabbeinu Yonah, one of the Rambam’s main detractors, felt that the events in Paris were 

a sign that he and the other opponents of the Rambam were seriously wrong. He then composed 

his work Shaarei Teshuvah, in which he outlined the methods of doing Teshuvah, and he traveled 

from place to place preaching about the need to back away from matters which cause division 

among the Jewish People. Among his talmidim are the Rashba and Ra’ah. 

 

Ma Rabu Celestial Event: November 17, 18 - Leonids Meteor Shower. The Leonids is an 

average shower, producing up to 15 meteors per hour at its peak. This shower is unique in that it 

has a cyclonic peak about every 33 years where hundreds of meteors per hour can be seen. That 

last of these occurred in 2001. The Leonids is produced by dust grains left behind by comet 

Tempel-Tuttle, which was discovered in 1865. The shower runs annually from November 6-30. It 

peaks this year on the night of the 17th and morning of the 18th. The nearly new moon will not be 

a problem this year. Skies should be dark enough for what should be good show. Best viewing 

will be from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Leo, but can 

appear anywhere in the sky. The Bracha of תעושה מעשה בראשי  is recited upon the first sighting of 

the night. 

Shabbos “Mochor Chodesh”, Parshas Toldos-Erev Rosh Chodesh, 29 Cheshvan 

Yartzeit of Harugei Mumbai, Hashem Yinkom Damam. (2009) 

Sunday, Parshas Vayeitzei - Rosh Chodesh Kislev, 1 Kislev 

Some years have a 30th day of Cheshvan, some do not, impacting on Bar Mitzvah and Yartzeits 

when there is only one day Rosh Chodesh. 

Rav Yosef Shmuel of Cracow (1703), author of Mesoras Hashas. 

Monday, Parshas Vayeitzei -2 Kislev 

Rav Aharon Kotler (1892-1962), Rosh Yeshivas Bais Medrash Govoah, Lakewood. The son of 

Rabbi Shneur Zalman Pines, Rav Aharon was known as the "Shislovitzer 

iluy." At 14 he entered the Slobodka yeshivah, where he learnt under the 

Alter and HaRav Moshe Mordechai Epstein. He also heard shiurim from 

Rav Baruch Ber, who had his own yeshiva in one of the suburbs of 

Slobodka. He married the daughter of R. Isser Zalman Meltzer, head of the 

yeshivah Etz Chaim in Slutsk, and became his assistant (1914). Even 

before he was 25 years old, he became one of its roshei yeshivah. After the 

yeshivah's forced transfer to Kletsk in Poland – due to the Bolchevik 

takeover and religious persecution (1921), Rav Isser Zalman emigrated to 



Eretz Yisrael, and Rav Kotler directed Eitz Chaim for 20 years. With the Soviet occupation of 

Poalnd in 1939, Rav Kotler escaped first to Kobe, Japan, then to the United States (April, 1941). 

Reb Aharon assumed a leading role in the operations of the Vaad Hatzoloh. Under his leadership, 

Beth Medrash Govoha opened in a converted house in Lakewood, New Jersey in April 1943, and 

the yeshiva and kollel student body increased from the original 14 to 140 in 1962, the year of Reb 

Aharon's petiroh. Reb Aharon also headed Chinuch Atzmai, the network of Torah day schools in 

Israel, founded in 1953, and he took over the leadership of Torah U'Mesorah, the American day 

school movement, after the death of its founder HaRav Shraga Feivel Mendelowitz. He also 

headed Agudas Yisrael's Moetzes Gedolei Hatorah.  

Rav Nosson Meir Wachtfogel, the Lakewood mashgiach (1910-1998). Rav Nosson was born in 

Kuhl, Lithuania. His father, R' Moshe Yom Tov was one of the 14 original 

students of the yeshiva in Slutsk. (Another of these students was R' Aharon 

Kotler). Rav Nosson himself began his education in the yeshiva in Kelm. 

When he was fifteen, he came to the United States - his father had accepted 

a rabbinic post in Montreal - and enrolled in Yeshivas Rabbenu Yitzchak 

Elchanan. After two years there, he returned to Lithuania to study at the Mir 

Yeshiva. He also studied under R' Shimon Shkop, and in Kamenetz, under 

R' Baruch Ber Lebowitz. Beginning in 1941, R' Nosson joined the Kollel he 

lead in White Plains, NY with R' Aharon Kotler to develop the Lakewood 

Yeshiva. His son, R' Elya Ber Wachtfogel, is rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Zichron 

Moshe in South Fallsburg, New York. 

Tuesday, Parshas Vayeitzei -3 Kislev 

The sefer Pnei Yehoshuah (1702), came to be when there was a terrible catastrophe on this day 

in the town of Rav Yaakov Yehoshua Falk, the author of the Pnei Yehoshua, who was then 22 

years old. A fire ignited a barrel of gun fire which caused a tremendous explosion killing 36 people 

including the Pnei Yehoshua's wife and daughter. The Pnei Yehoshua himself was caught in the 

wreckage and made a promise to learn the depths of Torah day and night if he managed to 

survive. Survive he did and shortly thereafter he began writing his famed work. "From the time 

the Chiddushei HaRashba was printed no sefer was a great as that as the Pnei Yehoshua." This 

was quoted by the Avnei Tzedek in the name of the Chasam Sofer whose every word was 

measured and precise without exaggeration. Revered in the Yeshiva world, the Sefer Pnei 

Yehoshua has earned itself a special place on the Shtender as a symbol of of excellence.  

Thursday, Parshas Vayeitzei - 5 Kislev 

The Maharsh”ah Rav Shmuel Eliezer HaLevi Eidels or Eidles, (1631 or 1636); born in Krakow in 

1555. His father, Rav Yehuda, was an eminent talmid chacham who descended from Rav Yehuda 

Hachassid, as well as from Rav Akiva Hakohen Katz, the father-in-law of the Shela Hakadosh. 

His mother was the granddaughter of Rav Yehuda Loewe, the Maharal of Prague. Rebbetzin 

Eidel Lifschitz of Pozna, the wealthy widow of Rav Moshe Lifschitz, the rav of Brisk, made a match 

between her daughter and the Maharsha. She also supported her other son-in-law, Rav Moshe 

Ashkenazi, author of Zichron Moshe, with whom the Maharsha studied. In appreciation of his 

mother-in-law's efforts, the Maharsha added the name Eidels to his own name, and from then on 



called himself Shmuel Eliezer Eidels. Rebbetzin Eidel passed away in 5368 at the age of 100. 

During his years as rosh yeshiva in Austroha, the Maharsha compiled his monumental Chiddushei 

Halachos and Chiddushei Aggados on Shas. 

Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Kamenitz (1867-1940). He was born in Slutzk to 

Reb Shmuel Dovid Leibowitz, who was a close follower of the Rav of Slutzk, 

Rav Yosef Ber Soleveitchik. At the age of 16, he went to Volozhin and became 

the talmid muvhak of Rav Chaim Brisker. In 1903, he was invited to be Rosh 

yeshiva of Kenesses Beis Yitzchak in Slobodka. During World War I, the yeshiva 

moved to Minsk, and in 1921, to Vilna. Finally, in 1926, it moved to Kamenitz. 

He was the father-in-law of Rav Reuven Grozovsky, who became his successor. 

He authored Birkas Shmuel on Shas. 
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