
פרשת ויקהל-פקודי 
   A Fire On Shabbos

We see in this week's פרשה that משה רבינו 
gathered the Yidden and repeated what 
Hashem had taught him. משה רבינו told the 
Yidden about keeping שבת and specifically 
mentioned the prohibition of lighting a fire. 
 didn't mention anything else that משה רבינו
Hashem had taught him. He then spoke in 
length to the Yidden regarding the 
construction of the משכון. 

It is very interesting that all משה רבינו had to 
say was limited information about שבת; he 
was in שמים for a total of 80 days. If he was 
already mentioning שבת, why did he only tell 
the Yidden about not lighting a fire? 

While the גמרא already discusses why the 
detail of fire is mentioned and רש״י explains 
the connection of the משכון and שבת, it still 
begs an explanation of why שבת was the 
only הלכה mentioned. It should have stated 
many מצות, like we see last week, and then 
state שבת and the משכון together so that we 
can learn the relevant הלכות from it. 

We need to understand the concept of שבת, 
of the משכון, and of fire to see how they all 
relate to each other. 

We have already seen in פרשת תרומה that 
the משכון represents a frum home and even 
more so it represents the life of a frum Yid. 

There are so many details about the משכון 
and in the daily life of a person. One often 
gets overwhelmed of having to deal with all 
of the details and distractions. He often asks 
what the point and purpose is of dealing with 
all these non-essential details in his life. 

The משכון was made up of all the details 
listed in the תורה. It was needed for its 
construction and its function. If one detail 
was to miss it would invalidate everything. 
Hashem is telling us that every single detail 
in one's life is essential for his life and the 
existence of the wold. We don't understand 
why it is this way, but this is how Hashem 
made it. 

One can get lost in the detail and lose sight 
of the big picture, the connection to Hashem. 
 is the essence of connection. No work שבת
is performed on this day. One gets to 'catch 
his breath' on this day. He gets to fortify his 
connection to Hashem. It's Hashem's day 
that he shares with us. We need to ask 
though, if שבת is a day to connect to 
Hashem, why then do we eat so many 
meals? It should have been like יום כיפור 
where one desists from eating so that he can 
fully connect. 

 teaches us that one can try to connect שבת
to Hashem within the physical world and will 
find Him there. When one is immersed in this 
materialistic world and finds Hashem there, 



he then reveals the holy sparks hidden 
within. One can think that he loses by 
keeping שבת; he doesn't get to accomplish 
anything, he needs to close his business, 
and he can't even plan for the week ahead.  
However, Hashem is telling us that the 
opposite is true; the more one doesn't work 
the more he gains. Just like fire.

The nature of fire is that it consumes the 
material it possesses. The very same act of 
destroying creates something useful and 
beautiful. The fire lights up its surrounding, 
warms an area, and is used to cook. Fire is 
essential to the world's existence. How 
would a person classify fire; destructive or 
creating? The apparent answers is that it 
depends on the circumstances. When  fire is  
purposely lit in a controlled manner it creates 
but when it happens in the wrong place and 
time it destroys. 

This is why משה רבינו mentioned this one 
and only מלאכה in this פרשה. It's to teach us 
that although we're immersed in materialism 
on שבת such as eating 3 meals, sleeping, 
and with general עונג שבת, if it's done 
correctly it is like fire. Fire always destroys 
something but you gain much more than its 
destruction. Being involved in materialism is 
destructive but when doing it the right way 
and believing that we're doing the רצון 
Hashem one gains so much more. 

Hashem is telling us not to light a fire שבת. 
The day is so holy that there's no need for  
fire; no need to destroy anything in order to 
elevate the mundane to holy. שבת itself does 
that, if we believe in the שבת. 

Now one understands this פרשה very well. 
The משכון and its details are to teach us that 
every detailed aspect of one's life is for and 
with a purpose. We need to find Hashem 
within our detailed, busy, and confused day. 
Every detail we're busy with is meant to be 
just like the משכון with all its details. 

 teaches us that we must let go of שבת
everything and connect to Hashem. The 
wording of the פסוק is ֵׁשֶׁשת יִָמים ֵּתעֶָׂשה: six 
days you will work. It's like we have no 
choice in the matter. Hashem wants it this 
way. But Hashem is also telling us that 
there's a seventh day. There's a point to all 
of this. The point is to sanctify ourselves and 
our actions and connect to Hashem. 

The fire teaches us not to despair. It 
destroys yet at the same time creates 
something beautiful. One often feels that life 
is destroying him. However, he doesn't 
realize that this is what's creating the light of 
Hashem in this world. The greater the 
destruction the greater the light. The greater 
the light the more שבת one has even in the 
weekday.

א גוט שבת


