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 We know that on Tisha B’Av, we don’t say Tachnun or do N’filas Apayim, because it is called a Moed 
(festival) (Shulchan Aruch, 559;4.). This Halacha is a very perplexing since a Moed is a time of happiness and joy. 
If Tisha B’Av is the saddest day on the calendar, the day that the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed and the Shechina 
(Hashem’s presence) went into Golus (exile), how can it be called a Moed? Additionaly, Yirmiyahu Hanavi wrote 
Megilas Eichah during the tragic time of the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, and was surely immersed in pain 
and suffering. Our sages tell us that one cannot receive Nevuah unless he is happy, yet we know that Yirmiyahu 
wrote Eichah with Nevuah (prophecy)! How was Yirmiyahu worthy of getting Nevuah when he was in a situation 
of sadness and despair?     The Mashgiach of Mir, R’ Yerucham, says: There are Moadim (festivals) of closeness to Hashem, which 
are the Shalosh Regalim, and a Moed of distance from Hashem, which is Tisha B’Av. (Alei Shur 2;411) On 
the surface, it sounds strange to have a Moed that celebrates distance from Hashem. R’ Shlomo Volbe explains that 
aside from people who are close to Hashem or distant from Hashem, there is actually a third category: those neither 
close nor distant - but cruising aimlessly. They think that they are righteous while actually they are sinners; they 
think they are doing mitzvos while they are really doing aveiros. “They act like Zimri and expect to be rewarded 
like Pinchas.” This is by far the lowest level of Avodas Hashem.  
 Chazal (Bava Metziah 83) explain that this world is compared to nighttime. The Mesilas Yesharim (Ch. 3) 
explains: Nighttime has two potential hazards on a person’s vision. The darkness can obscure someone’s vision 
entirely or it can cause him to confuse what he is seeing. The materialism of this world has exactly the same effect 
on a person. Firstly, the physicality around us blinds us from see the stumbling blocks, causing us to commit sins 
without even realizing it, like it says (Mishlei 4;19) “The path of the wicked is like darkness; they don’t know what 
they stumble on.” The second hazard is even worse than the first; the materialism misleads us to believe that 
bad is good and good is bad, and because of this we continue in our erroneous ways. People who are tricked 
by materialism in this way truly believe that they are doing the right thing. Not only do they not recognize that they 
are sinning, they bring proof to demonstrate that their actions are righteous. They are surrounded by the 
darkness of this world and dominated by their Yetzer Harah (evil inclination) and this causes their destruction. 

 
This was how Bnei Yisroel were before the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash. R’ Shimon ben Chalafta 

says: “Hashem said to Yerushalayim, why did I bring all of these judgments upon you? Because you said I 
did not sin, like it says ‘I will judge you on what you said I did not sin’”. Hashem punished Bnei Yisroel because 
they were convinced that they were innocent and did not recognize their sins. Yirmiyahu Hanavi demanded before 
the Churban (destruction), “Even on your clothing is found the blood of the innocent poor… and you said ‘But 
I am innocent, surely His anger will go away from me’. Behold, I will judge you on what you said I have not sinned” (2;34-35). We see that Bnei Yisroel argued with Yirmiyahu and truly believed that they did nothing wrong. 



At that point Bnei Yisrael lost all connection with Hashem. However, when the Beis Hamikdash was 
destroyed, Bnei Yisroel suddenly recognized how far they were from Hashem. When someone recognizes the vast 
distance between him and Hashem, he realizes “I may be far, but at least we have an underlying relationship!” 
This realization itself is cause for a celebration – a “Moed of distance”. The word Moed signifies a relationship 
and connection. In essence Tisha B’Av is a Moed, because that was when we recognized our distance from 
Hashem, which was the actual formation of a true relationship with him. 
 A person’s happiness in life depends on this concept. R’ Simcha Bunim M’Pshischa says on the pasuk 
“Those who seek Hashem will rejoice” (Tehilim 105;3): It is human nature to suffer when you are  searching 
for a lost object. A person is only happy when he finds the object. But a Mivakesh Hashem (one who seeks Hashem) is always happy, even when he is seeking. The purpose of our life is to get close to Hashem. That is the 
ultimate good, and everything else is emptiness and falsehood. How bitter is a person’s life who is so distant from 
his purpose. And even more so if he is not aware of it! It’s impossible to describe the suffering of a person who 
destroys his life with his own hands. Simply wasting his life on emptiness, instead of striving to enjoy Hashem’s 
presence for eternity! The Ramchal (Ma’mar Hachachma) writes that what a person suffers from most in Next 
World is not the punishment of Gehenom, but the bitterness that he lost the ultimate good – closeness to Hashem – with his own two hands. This pain is not fleeting – it lasts forever! Someone who takes this to heart 
can go crazy – imagine whiling away 70 years on foolishness and being left with nothing but a “big accounting” in 
the Next World. 
 Therefore, when a person recognizes how far he is from Hashem, although hurtful, it is actually a joyous 
occasion. Now, he can steer himself on the right path and restore a purpose to his life. This is a “Moed” for true 
joy- the opportunity to create a real bond with Hashem. This explains how Yirmiyahu was worthy to recieve Nevuah 
to write Megilas Eicha. Even though the Churban was a terrible tragedy, it gave Yirmayahu great joy since he knew 
it cured Bnei Yisroel of their blindness. He saw Tisha B’Av as a Moed, and the Churban as a way for Bnei Yisroel 
to emerge from their darkness to develop a true bond with their Creator.  
 On this Tisha B’Av, let us ask ourselves - do we even recognize the enormity of our distance from Hashem? 
Does it really hurt us that we don’t have a Beis Hamikdash? Do we have Kavanah when we daven for Yerushalayim 
to be rebuilt? Do we think about these things even on a monthly basis? At least on Tisha B’Av, we must stop and 
ask ourselves these penetrating questions, to wake ourselves up from our slumber. Maybe then we will truly call 
out to Hashem from the bottom of our hearts and feel the pain of Hashem’s Shechina in exile. In this zechus, we 
should be worthy to the Geulah Shleima, and Tisha B’Av should change from a Moed of distance to a Moed of 
closeness to Hashem! 

 
 
 
 

   When Mashiach comes there will be two redemptions: One to take 
Bnei Yisrael out of Galus, and the second to take the Galus out of 

Bnei Yisrael. And the latter is harder than the former. 
 R' Mordechai of Gur 
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