
Parshas Bamidbar, Chag HaShavuos 

 ברוך אשר בחר בנו ונתן לנו את תורתו 

From Har Sinai down to our own day, wherever Yidden found themselves and under every kind 

of circumstance and condition, the Torah HaKedoshah and all its Segulos, remained with us as 

our highest priority and raison d’etre. For that matter, wherever Torah has found an  אכסניא– an 

accommodating host - the Midos, majesty and Gadlus of our Talmidei Chachomim and their 

Talmidim, served to raise us above all the nations. 

R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l pointed out that the counting of Klall Yisroel was not reserved only for the 

brightest and the best. כל ישראל יש להם חלק. Every Yid was included in the counting. Every Yid 

has what to contribute, from his own unique כוחות הנפש. Torah is for every Yid and every Yid is in 

this world for the Torah. As many have said this week in the Tefila brought down by the  של"ה

 You created Your world in order to announce Your G-dliness, by means of Your Torah“ –הקדוש 

HaKedoshah. For Klall Yisroel is Your nation and inheritance, that You chose from all the nations. 

You created us so that we, our children and all the descendants of Beis Yisroel, should be 

knowledgeable in Your Holy Name and scholars of Your Torah.”  

Can we hope to fulfill this Divine mandate, in the state that we are in? Do we really stand a chance 

to merit being worthy inheritors of this legacy of Torah allegiance? Are we not woefully behind 

and distant from the level of loyalty, commitment and adherence of the even the most recent 

generations? The רותירידת הדו has seemed to only tailspin into an ever steeper decline than ever. 

The well-known Chazal describes how Hashem wanted to reassure Moshe Rabbeinu that the 

later generations would, in fact, continue to keep the torch of Torah burning brightly. Hashem 

showed Moshe,  דור דור ושופטיו, דור דור וחכמיו, דור דור וסופריו– each generation and its own חכמים, 

Rabbonim and scholars. Strangely enough, the Medrash adds to this that Hashem also showed 

Moshe,  דור דור וחומסיו, דור דור וגזלניו דור דור ופושעיו– each generation and its cadre of thieves, 

looters and criminals! What sort of reassurance could that provide to Moshe, if he is given a 

rundown on how Yidden will have to endure a continuous spiral of societal collapse? 

The Chofetz Chaim zt”l, once took his son’s hands and said, we ought to dance. Why? Look at 

us. The world around us is collapsing. Yet, Yidden are still busy with their Gemoras and the 

Rambam. They are not relics of the past. They remain as relevant as ever to us. The Ribono shel 

Olam was showing Moshe Rabbeinu that despite the breakdown of morality and the failure of 

accountability, Yidden still develop into Talmidei Chachomim, Rabbonim still hold sway over their 

Kehilos and Talmidim are still “Hureving” in learning. 

Those who had the Zechus of participating in the memorable Siyum HaShas in MetLife Stadium, 

back in 2012, may recall the demeanor of the security staff and police officers that were covering 

the event. They were prepared for any eventuality, except for the complete lack of rowdiness, 

pushing and shoving, or obnoxious behavior. The repeated double-takes of the guards, as one 

person after another thanked them on the way out, was almost comical. They were in awe of the 

complete Mentschlichkeit and decency of the participants. They will never forget the absolute 

stillness, during Shmonah Esrei by Maariv, in a stadium filled to capacity. I recall the visit of a 

politician to our classroom, years back. Looking for something meaningful and relevant to say to 



my Talmidim, she launched into a whole shpiel about keeping away from drugs. The kids looked 

at her like she just landed from Mars. I told her that these children never heard of any of the stuff 

she was talking about. But don’t they have older siblings who hang out with druggies or neighbors 

dealing with drug problems and such? No, no and no. She could not believe it. It defied all the 

statistics. Drugs were rampant in every school and in virtually every grade level. To her it seemed 

that we were from a different planet. We are not from a different planet. We are from Har Sinai. 

We ought to dance. ברוך אלקינו שבראנו לכבודו והבדילנו מן התועים ונתן לנו תורת אמת. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, a Gezunten Chodesh and a Freilichen Yomtov, yk 
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Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Bamidbar-2 Sivan-Yom Hamiyuchas 

Rav Yisrael Hager of Vizhnitz, the Ahavas Yisrael (1860-1936). The grandson of Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz (the Tzemach Tzadik), he succeeded his father, 

Rav Baruch (the Imrei Baruch), as Admor of Vizhnitz after the latter’s petira in 

1893. He was Admor for over 40 years, during which time, Vizhnitz grew to 

several tens of thousands of Chasidim. Rav Yisrael had four sons, Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Vishav, Rav Chaim Meir (the Imrei Chaim), Rav Eliezer, 

and Rav Baruch. Rav Yisrael’s remains were moved to Bnai Brak in 1950. 

 

Rav Chaim Elazar Shapira of Munkacz, the Minchas Elazar, (1871-1937). A 5th generation 

descendent of the founder of Dinov dynasty, Rav Tzvi Elimelech (the Bnei 

Yisas’char). He learned under his father, Rav Tzvi Hirsch, author of Darkei 

Teshuvah on Yoreh De’ah. He succeeded his father as Rav of Munkacz in 

1914. Munkacz, for centuries the capital of Carpathian Russia, belonged to 

Hungary before World War I and to Czechoslovakia when that country was 

created after World War I. From his youth and on, he completed the entire 

Talmud Bavli and Yerushalmi every two years. He was a prolific author. In 

addition to Minchas Elazar, he wrote Nimukei Orach Chaim, Os VeShalom on 

the laws of tefillin and milah, and many other sefarim. In 1930, he fulfilled a 

lifelong desire and visited Eretz Yisrael. Sadly the Munkatcher died only 3 years after his 

daughters wedding. Soon after his petira, most of the 15,000 Munkatch Jews perished in the 

Holocaust. The Munkatch dynasty was reestablished in Brooklyn and is presently led by two 

grandsons of the Minchas Elazar, the Munkatcher Rebbe, Rav Moshe Leib Rabinowitz of Boro 

Park, and his brother, the Dinover Rebbe, Rav Yitzchak Yaakov Rabinowitz of Williamsburg.  

Sunday, Parshas Naso -3 Sivan 
“Sheloshes Yimei Hagbalah” 
Destruction of the Maienz (“Magentza”) Jewish Community during The Crusades 
as related in the Tisha B’Av Kinos Liturgy “Mi Yitein Roshi Mayim” (1096) 
 
Rav Ovadia Bartenura (1440-1516). He lived in Italy in the second half of the 15th century and 
eventually moved to Yerushalayim. He was well known for his role as a Rav in Bartinura, Italy, 
and for his illuminating Pirush on the Mishnah. He also wrote Omer Nekeh, a supercommentary 
on Rashi’s peirush on Chumash. Considered one of the wealthiest mean in all of Italy, he settled 
in Yerushalayim in 1488.  



Wednesday, Parshas Naso-6 Sivan 
First Day Shavuos 
Dovid HaMelech 
Born and Niftar Shavuos B’Shabbos at Mincha time (One of the 3 Pesukim of Tzidkascha on 
Shabbos afternoon for this reason). 
Born to Nitzeves bas Ada’el. Mentioning the names of the mothers of the tzadikim is a known 
Zechus, specifically Amislaya bas Karnevo, mother of Avraham Avinu and Tzlelponis, mother of 
Shimshon (this week’s Haftorah). The Yalkut Me’am Loez brings down that saying the name of 
Dovid HaMelech’s mother seventeen times (To”v) is a Segulah that your Tefillah will be heard. 
The first day of Shavuos always comes out on the same day of the week that Hoshana Rabbah - 
the Ushpizin of Dovid HaMelech will fall out. 
 
The Ba’al Shem Tov HaKadosh (1760) 
 
The Imrei Emes, R’ Avrohom Mordechai Alter of Gur (1866-1948) The son of Rav Yehuda 

Leib (Sefas Emes) and a great-grandson of the Chidushei Harim, he was the 
third Rebbe in the Gur dynasty, the leader of over 250,000 chassidim in pre-WW 
II Poland. In 1940, he managed to escape with three of his sons to Eretz Yisrael. 
He began to rebuild the Gerrer community in Eretz Yisrael, but he died during 
the siege of Yerushalayim on Shavuos, 1948. As bodies could not be removed 
to the Mount of Olives during wartime, he was buried in the yeshiva courtyard on 
the condition that he would be reburied elsewhere after the war. However, his 
sons and successors, the Beis Yisrael and Lev Simcha, declined to go through 
with the reburial. 

 
Thursday, Parshas Naso-7 Sivan 
Second Day Shavuos 
Moshe Rabbeinu was placed in the Nile River by his mother, Yocheved, and discovered by 
Pharoh’s daughter. (2368) 
 
The Ger Tzedek, Avrohom Ben Avrohom of Vilna was killed Al Kiddush Hashem.  R’ Chaim 
Voloziner was born that same day. (1749) 
 
R’ Shmuel Ehrenfeld, The Matesdorfer Rov (1980) 

I had the Zechus of standing next to R’ Yaakov Kamenitsky, zt”l by the Levaya. 
He was heartbroken, weeping like a child. R’ Yaakov cried by his Hesped, 
“Matesdorf is gone!” 
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