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Muktzah Items 
1.  Is a wallet Muktzah on Shabbos, whether there is money in it or not? 

Yes, a wallet is always Muktzah
 
. 

1
   כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור 

2.  Is merchandise that was purchased, but not yet used, Muktzah on Shabbos? 

Unused merchandise (other than food) that the purchaser intends to return to the store is 

considered Muktzah, and should not be moved in a normal manner on Shabbos. מוקצה מחמת

 חסרון כיס 

3.  Is blank paper Muktzah on Shabbos? 

Yes; however, according to most Poskim it is permitted to move the paper if it is needed for a 

permissible action, or if the place that it occupies is needed (l’tzorech gufo umekomo). According 

to all authorities, blank notebooks and notepads are considered Muktzah   and may not be moved 

under any circumstances (even l’tzorech gufo umekomo). מוקצה מחמת חסרון כיס 

4.  May one use a phone book on Shabbos? 

A phone book may be handled to look up an address, as this is l’tzorech gufo. After its use, it 

should be replaced while it is still in one’s hand.  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור 

5.  May one move a vacuum cleaner on Shabbos? 

According to some Poskim, a kli shemlachto l’issur (an item whose use is not permitted on 

Shabbos) that does not have any permissible use on Shabbos, may not be handled even l’tzorech 

gufo u’mekomo.  מוקצה מחמת גופו 

6.  Is it permissible to move a keychain that includes a house key as well as a car key on the 

same ring? 

If it is anticipated that the house key will be needed on Shabbos, it is preferable to remove the car 

key from the ring before Shabbos. If this was not done, it is permissible to move the keychain by 

grasping the house key (non-Muktzah) or the ring itself, even though the car key (Muktzah) will 

undoubtedly be carried along with it.
2
  כלי שמלאכתו לאיסור 

7.  Is a scale Muktzah? 

Yes.
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1
 Kli Shemilachto l’issur is permitted to be handled for its use or its place. However, if there was 

money or credit cards inside at the onset of Shabbos it becomes a בסיס (base) for the money 

and may not be handled even litzorech gufo  u’mekomo. 
2
 The Muktzah can be moved because of “tiltul min hatzad litzorech davar vamutar” which 

means indirect moving for the purpose of a non-Muktzah item. This leniency has a condition 

named “efsher biniur” meaning if there is an option to shake off the Muktzah item so that it 

will not have to be moved, then one may not use the leniency since it can be avoided.  The 

same applies to Erev Shabbos - since one can remove the key before Shabbos, he should do so 

to avoid this.  
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 Since it has no other purpose besides one that is forbidden on Shabbos, it is considered 

according to some Poskim מוקצה מחמת גופו.  
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