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    Quiz  Pronounced as one letter, and written with three  

Two letters there are, and two only in me 

I’m double, I’m single, I’m blue and gray 

I’m read from both ends, and the same either way 
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 מ נ י א ו  א ר א ש ג ג ז

 ש ט מ א ה י ה ט ה נ ק ד

 ה ק  ה ג ג ר ח ן ה ג י צ

 ל ע ל ח מ ה  ן ז ש מ ט ך

 ג י צ ז ל  א מ א ק ע נ ע

 ה ת פ ק ר נ ל י ר ב ר ד

 א ה ר ס ת ר א י ה א י ש

 ק ז ד ת ח ש ך ו ש פ ר ב

 פ ר ע ה ש ח ן ו  מ ב ב א

 ו ש ו ט כ נ ם ן נ ת ע ח

 ח ל ז ו ן ל  כ ח י ו י ב

 כ ח מ  ר ן ל ה י ם פ ר ה

 אהרן פרעה היאר משה

 ויחזק אלישבע כנם ברד

 שמנים צפרדע שלח שחן

10 letters referring to the 10 plagues 
BONUS 



ANSWER KEY 

 

 מ נ י א ו  א ר א ש ג ג ז

 ש ט מ א ה י ה ט ה נ ק ד

 ה ק  ה ג ג ר ח ן ה ג י צ

 ל ע ל ח מ ה  ן ז ש מ ט ך

 ג י צ ז ל  א מ א ק ע נ ע

 ה ת פ ק ר נ ל י ר ב ר ד

 א ה ר ס ת ר א י ה א י ש

 ק ז ד ת ח ש ך ו ש פ ר ב

 פ ר ע ה ש ח ן ו  מ ב ב א

 ו ש ו ט כ נ ם ן נ ת ע ח

 ח ל ז ו ן ל  כ ח י ו י ב

 כ ח מ  ר ן ל ה י ם פ ר ה

Bonus Answer:        דצ"ך עד"ש באח"ב 

Quiz Answer:      Eye 

Humor            The answer is “Space Exploration” 

   Some questions: 

  In what does your tongue engage when you’ve lost a tooth? 

  What do you call trying to find that package of meatballs at the bottom of the freezer? 

  What’s the daily job of a 2-year-old? 



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת וארא
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column 

down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images). Remember that 

each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or box-square 
 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 ו ה ב א ת י
 

   י ו  

 ו     י

  י   ו 

  ב   ת 

 ת     א

   א ת  
 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ד ם ע ר ב ש ח י ן
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ש    י   ח

   ד ר ח  ב  ש

   ע   ד  ם ר

 ע    ב  ר ש 

  ב  ד  ר  י 

  ח ן  י    ד

 ד י  ש   ן  

 ן  ש  ם ח ע  

 ם   ן    ר 



ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ד ם ע ר ב ש ח י ן
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numerical value of the name of the Parsha   

 ש   ע  ב   ם

   ע ד  ח ב  

  ד   ן    

 ח ם      ע ר

   ש    ח  

 י ב      ן ש

  ע   ב   י 

   ב ן  ר ש  

 ד   ח  ם   ע



ANSWER SHEET 

BEGINNERS LEVEL  (6 X 6)  

 ו ה ב א ת י
 

 ב א י ו ה ת

 ו ת ה ב א י

 ה י ת א ו ב

 א ב ו י ת ה

 ת ו ב ה י א

 י ה א ת ב ו
 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ד ם ע ר ב ש ח י ן
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 X 9) 

 ד ם ע ר ב ש ח י ן
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ב ש ר ם ע י ד ן ח

 י ם ד ר ח ן ב ע ש

 ח ן ע ב ש ד י ם ר

 ע ד י ח ב ם ר ש ן

 ש ב ם ד ן ר ח י ע

 ר ח ן ע י ש ם ב ד

 ד י ב ש ר ע ן ח ם

 ן ר ש י ם ח ע ד ב

 ם ע ח ן ד ב ש ר י

 ש ח י ע ר ב ן ד ם

 ן ר ע ד ם ח ב ש י

 ב ד ם י ן ש ע ר ח

 ח ם ד ב ש ן י ע ר

 ע ן ש ר ד י ח ם ב

 י ב ר ם ח ע ד ן ש

 ר ע ח ש ב ד ם י ן

 ם י ב ן ע ר ש ח ד

 ד ש ן ח י ם ר ב ע



 

In the Parsha VaEira 
 

      Plants            Places       Animals 

Compiled from:   http://bible.ort.org/   The Living Torah by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 

 

Flies 

ערב    

Rabbi Nechemia identifies the orov of the 4th plague with flies (see 

Exodus 8:17). Rabbi Yehudah, however, states that the term orov 

refers to mixture of wild animals. Sefer Yashar says it was a mixture of 
various insects, snakes or beetles. Other sources identify as an 
invasion of a specific kind of animal, wolves (Rashbam), panthers or 
eagles (Medrosh), or  even a giant squid. 

Flies are one of the main transmitters of diseases. They are regarded 
as belonging to the non-kosher group of animals.  

Diet: Liquids  

Habitat: Worldwide  

 
 

Frogs 

צפרדעים    

The frog is mentioned in Exodus 7:27 as one of the plagues which God 

sent against the Egyptians. It is a non-kosher metamorphic amphibian.  

Diet: Omnivorous  

Habitat: Worldwide  

Voice: Distinctive croak.  

 
 

Spelt 

כסמת    

Spelt is mentioned in Exodus 9:32 as one of the few plants or crops that 

had not succumbed to the ravages of the seventh plague.  

Spelt is a hard-grained desert wheat.  

Habitat: Egypt.  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

    

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P1732#P1732
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P1713#P1713
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?action=displayanchor&pentid=P1775#P1775


Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the 

Parsha; then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 

 

PARSHA GEMATRIA 

 

 ויך הברד בכל ארץ מצרים את כל אשר בשדה מאדם ועד בהמה ואת כל עשב השדה הכה הברד ואת כל עץ השדה שבר

And the hail struck all of Egypt all that is in the field from person until animal (Shmos 9,25)  

 2+300+4+5     ויך

 70+4    הברד

 40+1+4+40    בכל

20+10+6    ארץ  

 6+70+4   380 מצרים

 2+20+30    את

40+10+200+90+40 380   עד  

 5+2+200+4    אשר

 1+200+90    בשדה

 2+5+40+5    מאדם

 1+400    ועד

 1+300+200    בהמה

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value    



 

It All Adds Up – Pashas VaEira 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

• The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

• The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

• The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

• The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

• Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew words for the seven plagues mentioned in this Parsha. 

    
 

162 

 298   א ר א

 200 פ כ נ  ם

 568 ר ש ח  

 214 ד ב  ד 

 308 ע  ו ב ם

145 226 265 528 444 91 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     162 

 298 צ ו א ר א

 200 פ כ נ י ם

 568 ר ש ח י ן

 214 ד ב ר ד ד

 308 ע ר ו ב ם

145 226 265 528 444 91 

 

 
 

 

 



THE TEN PLAGUES 

Rabbi Yehudah gave a siman, a sign 

 דצ"ך עד"ש באח"ב

 ד צ "ך ע ד "ש ב א ח "ב
כת מ

כורותב  
שךח רבהא  רדב  חיןש  ברד  רובע  ניםכ  פרדעצ  םד   

          

(Pictures from Torahtots.com) 

1. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 1,2,3: 

2. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 4,5,6: 

3. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 7,8,9,10: 

4. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 1,4,7: 

5. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 2,5,8: 

6. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 3,6,9: 

7.   Using three words from the ten plagues, complete the following 

chart, showing a special connection between one of the six 

above groups 

 Hint: Up and down are the same as side to side 

   

   

   

 

  

http://www.torahtots.com/parsha/shmos/blood1.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parsha/shmos/frogs2.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parsha/shmos/locusts8.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm
http://www.torahtots.com/parshcd7a.htm


 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 
 

1. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 1,2,3: 

Makah brought by Aharon 

2. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 4,5,6: 

Makah brought by HaShem 

3. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 7,8,9,10: 

Did not affect the Jews 

4. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 1,4,7: 

Warning delivered at the Nile 

5. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 2,5,8: 

Warning delivered at the Palace 

6. Describe common characteristics of Plagues 3,6,9: 

No warning provided 

7.   Using three words from the ten plagues, complete the following chart, showing a special 

connection between one of the six above groups 

 Hint: Up and down are the same as side to side 

 ח ש כ

 ש כ נ

 כ נ ם

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE:  FAMILIARITY WITH NUMERICAL VALUES OF THE TEN PLAGUES 

AGE GUIDE:  NINE YEARS OLD AND OLDER (THROUGH ADULT) 



PERSON CONNECTED TO THE PARSHA 

 

ELISHEVA 
 ויקח אהרן את אלישבע בת עמינדב אחות נחשון לו לאשה ותלד לו את נדב ואת אביהוא את אלעזר ואת איתמר

And Aharon married Elisheva the daughter of Aminadav, the sister of Nachson, and she gave birth to 

Nadav, Avihu, Elazar, and Isamar (Shmos 6,23) 

The Name Elisheva 

The name is composed of לי-א  (eli, "my G-d") and שבע (sheva, "seven" – a number that may express the notion 

of "many"). Another explanation for שבע may relate it to the verb להישבע (lehishava, "to take an oath").  

The Hebrew Midwives 

Sotah 11b: Some say the two midwives were a mother and daughter (Yocheved and Miriam); others say they 

were a mother-in-law and her (future) daughter-in-law (Yocheved and Elisheva) 

Elisheva’s Happiness 

Zevachim 102a: Five extra joys Elisheva had (at the time the Mishkan was set up) over other daughters of 

Israel. She was the sister-in-law of the king (Moshe Rabbeinu), the wife of the Kohen Gadol (Aharon), her 

son (Elazar) was the administrative Kohen, her grandson (Pinchas) was the anointed Kohen for war, and her 

brother (Nachshon) was a prince of a tribe that brought special Korbanos. 

On the other hand, the Talmud (and the Medrash) reminds us: she had to mourn the loss of her two sons, Nadav 

and Avihu, who died on the same day, on the eighth day of the inauguration of the Mishkan (first of 

Nissan). 

In fact, the Medrash uses Elisheva and her "simchos" as an example of the idea that HaShem will delight in the 

actions of the righteous in the "Time-to-Come" (VaYikra Rabbah 20:2). This means that events can happen 

-- negative events -- to the righteous, even though they themselves don't deserve such consequences. That is 

a function of this side of history.  

Woman of Valor 

"Strength and majesty are her clothing she joyfully awaits the last day" (Proverbs 21, v.25) This is Elisheva Bas 

Aminadav ... she saw wondrous occasions on one day ... the consecration of the Tabernacle in the desert, ... 

her husband became the Kohen Gadol (Priest) ... her brother Nachshon brought a korban, ... her two sons 

became second to the Priest ... and her brother-in-law became king. 

We know that on this day her five relatives were brought up to the high positions involving the priestly clothes 

which were very beautiful. The day also turned into a sad day since her two sons, Nadav and Avihu died. 

"And Aharon was silent" Here we find the reaction of the mother followed her husband and accepted upon 

oneself the judgment that G-d decrees and went on living.  

Burial Place 

Tradition is that Elisheva entered Eretz Yisrael with the Jewish nation and is buried in Tiberas with Yocheved, 

Bilhah and Zilpah. Burial site is in the Kiryat Shmuel neighborhood, at the end of Hashomer Street. 

Halacha 

Another lesson learned out from Elisheva is from the fact that her relationship to Nachshon is mentioned in the 

Torah. From here the Talmud finds a source for the idea of investigating the brothers of a potential bride. 

Says the Talmud: most girls are very similar in nature to their brothers, and therefore, looking at the 

brothers can provide crucial insight into the nature of a potential wife. (Bava Basra 110a). 

 

An allusion to this concept from the beginning of Aishes Chayil:   תא  ילא:משלי ְמָצאיִ י ִמ ִיל, ח  -ֵשֶׁ  
    Roshei Teivos           מי אח (who is a brother)   or    אחים (brothers – look at the brothers) 

 

http://613.org/aishet/ai4938.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai4938.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai4938.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai4938.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai5031.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai5031.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai5031.ram
http://613.org/aishet/ai5031.ram


 
 a  Parsha Pizzazz – VaEira 

Sssssssnakes!! 

Many years passed since Moshe grew up in Paraoh's 

palace. Moshe was now an old man. He saw that 

even though HaShem had sent him to free the Jews 

from their sl avery in Egypt, things only seemed to 

be getting worse and worse. He didn't understand 

what was going on, and he asked HaShem, "Why 

are you doing this to the Jews? Things are worse 

than ever!" 

HaShem didn't appreciate that Moshe was 

complaining. HaShem scolded him:  

"Moshe! Don't you trust that I know what I am doing? You doubt me -- but I have shown you far greater 

miracles than I ever showed Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and they never questioned My ways! Now the 

time has come for me to fulfill My promise to your forefathers. I have heard the cries of My people, and I 

can be trusted to free them from their slavery and suffering." 

Then HaShem began to prepare Moshe for his next encounter with Paraoh. 

"Moshe, don't be surprised when Paraoh doesn't believe you when you say that I have appointed you as the 

leader of the Jews, to take them out of Egypt. When he demands proof, you will show him the miraculous 

signs I have given you." 

Sure enough, when Moshe and Aharon went to Paraoh and said, "HaShem commands you to let the Jewish 

people go!" Paraoh mocked him: "Sure he did! Prove it to me!" 

So Aharon showed Paraoh the first sign: He threw his stick onto the ground and it turned into a slithering 

SNAKE! 

"Ha! You call that a miracle?" Paraoh scoffed. "My magicians can do that silly trick too!" 

Paraoh's magicians came and threw sticks to the ground and -- presto! -- they turned into snakes! And then -

- poof! -- the magicians turned the snakes back into sticks. 

Just then, HaShem caused something to happen that no magician could dream of doing: Aharon's snake 

turned back into a stick... and then his stick swallowed up all of the magicians' sticks! 

That wiped the smug smile right off of Paraoh's face. 

But he still didn't listen to Moshe and Aharon's message. He was hard-hearted and very stubborn, and he 

refused not let the Jews out of the land of Egypt. 

 
The First Plague: Blood! 

It was time for Moshe and Aharon to give Paraoh a serious 

warning:  

"Listen, Paraoh! You have been ignoring us until now. But 

if you still refuse to listen to us and let the Jewish people 

go, HaShem will send a terrible plague to punish you. 

HaShem will turn the water of the Nile River into blood!" 

Paraoh said, "Oh yeah? See if I care! Let's see Him go 

ahead and try it!" 

So Aharon, standing by the Nile, raised up his stick and stretched it out over the water... and the water in the 

Nile -- and in all of the canals, lakes, and everywhere else in all of Egypt -- turned into blood! Even the 

Egyptians' bathtubs filled up with blood instead of water. Eeeeewwww! 



Since all of the fish of the Nile died in it, the blood was unbelievably disgusting and smelly! The Egyptians 

couldn't even stand to go near it -- let alone drink it! 

But in the land of Goshen, where all the Jews lived, there was still clear, pure water. So the Egyptians came 

to Goshen to get water from the Jews. But when a Jewish person would hand over a cup of water to an 

Egyptian, the water would turn to blood. 

Then the Egyptians thought of a new idea: "We'll share the same cup with a Jew and then we'll be able to 

finally drink some water!" 

But that idea backfired... When the Jewish person drank, he got a refreshing sip of cool water. But when the 

Egyptian drank from the same cup, it became -- you guessed it -- blood. 

"I can't believe it! This is terrible! Hmm... how about if we buy your water?" 

That idea worked! Only when the Egyptians paid the Jewish people for their water, did it remain water. 

For the seven days of the plague of blood, Egyptians bought water from the Jews in Goshen. As you can 

imagine, all the money the Jews earned that week was very much appreciated! 

You would think that after all of this, Paraoh would give in. But he didn't! He asked his magicians to turn 

some water into blood, and his magicians were indeed able to do it. 

Once again, Paraoh said, "Forget it! I'm never going to let the Jews go!" 

 
The Second Plague: Frogs! 

Again HaShem told Moshe to warn Paraoh that another plague 

would be on its way if Paraoh didn't let the Jews go. This time, it 

would be... FROGS! Everywhere! 

"Frogs, eh?" Paraoh sneered. "Well, bring on the frogs, then, 

because I will NOT let the Jews go!" 

So Aharon reached his stick out over the Nile, and a gigantic frog -

- bigger than any frog anyone had ever seen before -- hopped right 

out of the water! 

The Egyptians took one look at the enormous frog and did the only thing they could think of doing: They 

started hitting it with sticks. But they didn't succeed in killing it. Instead, every time someone hit it, little 

frogs would jump out of the big frog's mouth. 

Soon there were frogs jumping around absolutely everywhere. There were frogs leaping on the Egyptians' 

beds, and even hopping into their burning hot ovens! 

And as if that weren't bad enough, the frogs also made an amazingly loud and annoying croaking sound -- 

constantly. It drove the Egyptians totally crazy; no one could hear what anyone was saying, and it kept them 

up during the night. 

The frogs were driving Paraoh cuckoo, too. They were all over his royal palace. And he didn't like having 

frogs hopping on his nose at night any more than anyone else did. So he called urgently for Moshe & 

Aharon. 

"Enough already! Get rid of these frogs and I'll let the Jews go!" he shouted. 

"All right, Paraoh. When exactly would you like to have the frogs gone?" 

"Tomorrow." 

"Tomorrow it is. The frogs that are in your homes, courtyards, and fields will be destroyed, but the frogs in 

the Nile will remain." 

The very next day, HaShem made all of the frogs die, except for the ones in the river. 

But Paraoh saw that his magicians could also make frogs appear, and besides, the frogs that had been 

jumping all around his kingdom were now gone... So he said: "I will not -- I repeat, NOT -- let the Jews go!" 



The Third Plague: Lice! 

Next HaShem said to Moshe, "Tell Aharon to strike the 

dust of the earth with his stick, and the dust will turn 

into lice. Do not warn Paraoh this time. He had two 

chances already and he did not listen." 

So Aharon hit the ground with his stick, and little biting 

insects began swarming everywhere. Soon all of the 

Egyptians - and their animals - were itching and 

scratching. 

A very uncomfortable Paraoh called his magicians and 

asked, "Do you know how to conjure up lice, too?" 

"Well... we tried, Your Majesty... but we couldn't do it. They're just too small for us to make with our magic. 

This must be the work of HaShem!" 

"Hmph," Paraoh said. "Well, I STILL won't let those Jews go!" 

 

The Fourth Plague: Wild Animals! 

Again HaShem told Moshe to warn Paraoh that another 

plague was coming.  

So Moshe went to Paraoh and said, "Now your land will be 

overrun with all kinds of fierce, wild animals!" 

Soon, out of the desert came lions and tigers and bears - oh 

my! - and snakes and scorpions, and all sorts of other 

dangerous creatures. They were everywhere - except in the 

Jewish town of Goshen. 

The Egyptians were terrified, and Paraoh quickly called for Moshe and Aharon.  

"Enough! Enough!" cried Paraoh. "I'll free the Jewish people. They won't be slaves anymore! They can 

sacrifice to HaShem right here in Egypt!" 

"Sorry, Paraoh," said Moshe. "That's just not good enough. We need to go into the desert for three days to 

make our sacrifices. After all, we'll be sacrificing lambs, which you Egyptians worship... and you wouldn't 

really want us to do that in Egypt, would you?" 

"Fine!" said Paraoh. "You can go into the desert for three days -- just don't go too far away!" 

"I'm so glad you said that. I will pray to HaShem to take away all of the wild animals tomorrow." 

The very next day, every single one of the animals left. (They disappeared from Egypt completely; they 

didn't just die, because dead animals would have been valuable to the Egyptians as meat or leather or fur.) 

But stubborn old Paraoh cried out, "NO!! I changed my mind! I will NOT let my slaves go!" 

(Did you really think Paraoh was the type of person who would keep his promises?) 

 
The Fifth Plague: Animal Disease! 

Soon Moshe was back at the palace with another warning:  

"If you still won't let the Jews go out of Egypt, HaShem will 

make all of your field animals die of disease. Say no this 

time, and tomorrow you can say goodbye to all of your 

horses, donkeys, camels, cows, and sheep!" 

Sure enough, the next day all of the Egyptians' field animals 

died -- but all of the Jews' animals stayed perfectly healthy. 

But, even after this terrible plague, Paraoh's heart was still 

hard as a rock. "I still say -- I will not let them go!!" 



The Sixth Plague: Blisters!  

Another plague was on its way, and this time Paraoh had no 

advance warning. 

HaShem told Moshe and Aharon to take fistfuls of ashes 

from the coal used in furnaces. Once their hands were filled 

with the black soot, Moshe took all of it in one hand and 

threw it, with great force, up toward the sky. 

HaShem then spread the ashes over all of Egypt. When it 

landed on people and animals (the ones who survived the 

fifth plague because they were in stables), it caused their skin to develop a rash of large blisters... OUCH! 

This time, it was HaShem who hardened Paraoh's heart so that he would not listen to Moshe and Aharon, 

and he did not let the Jews go. 

 
The Seventh Plague: Hail! 

Now HaShem told Moshe and Aharon to warn Paraoh that the next plague would be as terrifying as all of 

the other ones combined! 

Moshe scratched a line on the wall inside Paraoh's palace and said, "At this time tomorrow, the sun that 

shines in that window will reach this line. When it does, HaShem will send an e normous hailstorm. It will e 

a storm like you've never seen before -- and will never see again!" 

The next day, Moshe reached his hand toward the sky, 

and -- BOOM! There was thunder and lightning, and then 

came hailstones -- bigger than golf balls, bigger than 

baseballs, even bigger than basketballs! Mixed in with the 

blocks of falling ice was fire, which miraculously did not 

melt the hail. 

Any person or animal that was outside while the storm 

was raging was killed. (Egyptians who believed that 

HaShem was the One sending the plagues saved 

themselves by staying indoors and keeping their animals 

safely inside with them.) Even the Egyptians' trees and plants were ruined by the pounding hail and the 

burning fire. But there was no hail at all in Goshen. 

Paraoh called for Moshe and Aharon to come to his palace. "I can't take it anymore!" he cried. "Tell 

HaShem to stop this bizarre hailstorm. I have sinned, and HaShem is fair and good. He is right -- my people 

and I deserve to be punished! I WILL let the Jews go! I promise! Now make that hail go away... please!" 

So Moshe left the palace and went outside of the city. He prayed to HaShem to stop the thunder and the ice 

and the fire -- and the storm came to a sudden end. Even hailstones that were already on their way down 

from the sky stopped in mid-air and never hit the ground! 

 
Promises, Promises                                                   But as soon as the dangerous storm had passed, Paraoh 

went right back to his old self.  

"Did I say I would let the Jews go? No, no, no. 

Absolutely NOT! I WILL NOT LET THE JEWS GO!" 

 (What did we say about Paraoh and his promises?) 

The story isn't over yet! There are ten plagues, right? 

And so far we've only read about seven... And there's 

plenty of excitement to come as the Jews finally leave 

Egypt -- in a hurry! 



 

Concepts 

Makkos (Why only 7 in this Parsha?) 

Makkos – Pattern of דצ"ך עד"ש באח"ב 

Why were the Mitzrim punished? 

People 

Moshe 

Aharon 

Elisheva 

Paroh 

Places 

Mitzrayim 

Nile River 

Mitzvos  

None in the Parsha 

Years 

from 

Creation 
Timeline 

2447 Moshe appears before Paroh 

Tamuz First Plague – Blood 

Av Second Plague – Frogs 

Elul Third Plague – Lice 

2448 

Tishrei 
Fourth Plague – Wild Animals 

Chesvan Fifth Plague – Pestilence 

Kislev Sixth Plague – Boils 

Teves Seventh Plague – Fiery Hail 

Sedra-Stats 

14th of the 54 sedras; 2nd of 11 in Sefer Shmos  

Written on 221.8 lines in a Sefer Torah; ranks 16th 

16 parshios: 8 open, 8 closed 

Comparison to the other sedras: 

121 pesukim - 20th of 54 (4nd of 11 in Shmos); its pesukim are above average in length 

1748 words  - 15th of 54 (3rd in Shmos) 

6701 letters  - 17th of 54 (3rd in Shmos) 

 

ֵטהַֹאֲהר-ר ֶאלֶֹשה ֱאמֹמ-ֶאל 'אֶמר הַֹוי ָך ּונְּ ָך ַעל-ן ַקח ַמטְּ ַרִים ַעל-ָידְּ א-ָתם ַעלַֹנֲהר-ֵמיֵמי ִמצְּ ַעלֹיְּ ַעל -ֵריֶהם וְּ ֵמיֶהם וְּ ַאגְּ

יּו-ָכל ִיהְּ ֵוה ֵמיֵמיֶהם וְּ ָכל-ִמקְּ ָהָיה ָדם בְּ ַרִים ּוָבֵעִצים ּוָבֲאָבִנים-ָדם וְּ )שמות ז, יט( ֶאֶרץ ִמצְּ    

This verse has 22 words and 122 letters, the most of any in Sefer Shmos. 

Also, this verse has 22 letters "מ" 

  ובמשארותיך )שמות ז,כח(

This 10-letter word is the greatest-

letter number in the Torah. 

 



 

  



Parshas וארא Sequencing 

Order the pictures by number (1-8) as they occurred in the Parsha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____   _____   

 

 

 

 

 

 

__1__ _____   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____          _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____          _____ 



TM  

by O. Werner © 1999 

Va'era 
Yossi & Co. is brought to you by Ohr Somayach  

"There was one [giant] frog. The Egyptians hit it and it split into swarms and swarms [of smaller frogs]." 

(Rashi Sh'mos 8:2)  
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