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Dvar Torah 
The Divine Revelation on Har Sinai 

“Hashem spoke once (and) I heard this twice”

The heilige Ropshitzer cites the 
Elokecha – I am Hashem, your G-d”. The 
with you” (Devorim 5:4). 

The Ropshitzer reminds us here in 
Shavuos: “I heard from my teacher and master, Rav 
regarding the pasuk in Tehillim (62:12), ‘
Perhaps, said the Rymanower, we heard from the Holy One’s mouth nothing but a single 
letter, just the alef of the word anochi
rest of the Aseres HaDibros (Ten Commandments). Perhaps, adds the Ropshitzer, we heard 
just komatz alef [the first nikud taught to a 
komatz, as explained elsewhere at length.

He continues in his derushim
can try to understand this idea based on the sweet words of our forefathers, who said that 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  YISRO 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

The Divine Revelation on Har Sinai – Seeing Hashem Face-To-Face 

“Hashem spoke once (and) I heard this twice” (Tehillim 62:12). 

Ropshitzer cites the Medrash that quotes our pasuk, saying, “
d”. The Medrash adds, “As it says: “Face-to-face 

The Ropshitzer reminds us here in Parshas Yisro of what he says in his 
: “I heard from my teacher and master, Rav Menachem Mendel of Rymanow, 

(62:12), ‘Hashem spoke once and I heard twice’ the following: 
Perhaps, said the Rymanower, we heard from the Holy One’s mouth nothing but a single 

anochi…” From this, says the Ropshitzer, we understood the 
(Ten Commandments). Perhaps, adds the Ropshitzer, we heard 

taught to a cheder yingel], the alef vowelized with the 
here at length. 

derushim to Shavuos to explain this in greater detail, saying that we 
can try to understand this idea based on the sweet words of our forefathers, who said that 

Zera Kodesh 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

, saying, “Anochi Hashem 
face Hashem spoke 

of what he says in his derushim to 
Menachem Mendel of Rymanow, 

spoke once and I heard twice’ the following: 
Perhaps, said the Rymanower, we heard from the Holy One’s mouth nothing but a single 

his, says the Ropshitzer, we understood the 
(Ten Commandments). Perhaps, adds the Ropshitzer, we heard 

vowelized with the nikud of 

to explain this in greater detail, saying that we 
can try to understand this idea based on the sweet words of our forefathers, who said that 
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Shivisi Hashem lenegdi somid is a klal godol baTorah – “Placing Hashem before me at all times is a 
great general principle in the Torah”. Notice that they did not say it is a great rule in Avodas 
Hashem (serving Hashem) – no, they said “in Torah”!  

The sifrei mussar (works on character development and refinement) teach us that the 
letter alef can be written with a yud above and below, with a vov in the middle. This image of 
two yuds and a vov is the numerical value of twenty-six, based on gematria, which is equal to 
the divine Name Havaya”h – YHV”H.  

This is also hinted to in the face of a person: the two eyes are each a letter yud and his 
nose is the letter vov, similar to the alef we just mentioned. This is behind the idea that we 
were created, so to speak, in Hashem’s image – Betzelem Elokim. In man’s face are inscribed the 
letters that form the letter alef. The image known as Tzelem Elokim is the source of the divine 
light, known as the ohr makif, that surrounds us, and thus as a holy nation we are bidden 
always to have in mind that we carry this Tzelem and that we are made in Hashem’s divine 
image, that His seal is before us at all times and that we should act accordingly, thereby 
having us – the physical matter – take on the form, from which we were created [as clay is 
formed through a stamp]. This is why they called it a great general principle to place Hashem 
before us at all times. When we merited to stand at the foot of Har Sinai and receive the holy 
Torah, and we heard the divine voice call out that single letter alef, which alludes to the divine 
Name YHV”H, then all the secrets in that alef were revealed to us, and we experienced and 
saw the divine image and form, as it says “ro’im es hakolos – ro’im es hanishma” –we saw the 
sounds and voices; we saw that which is normally heard. We had a visual experience from an 
auditory source. 

We heard and saw the letter alef, which represents the divine Name, and we 
understood that our face corresponds to that alef, and that we were formed Betzelem Elokim. 
Then His awe and fear was literally on our faces, to prevent us from sin. For when a person 
walks with this idea in mind – no matter where he goes – that he is formed Betzelem Elokim, it 
saves him from wrongdoing. 

The zokon (beard) that grows from the face downward is similar to the vowel point 
below the letter alef, as in the image of a man’s face with his beard grown. Since this alef is the 
first letter of the word anochi (from the first of the Aseres HaDibros that Hashem spoke on Har 
Sinai), the vocalization and vowel used is the komatz. This is why our Sages say that Hashem 
was revealed on Har Sinai like an old man – zoken – full of mercy. The letters alef and bais are 
at the head of the alphabet, which is why our Sages said that He is an av zoken – av, spelled 
alef-bais, and zoken (old), symbolizing the zokon (beard). Even though we saw no image, we 
can now understand how this revelation is called “face-to-face”, in that the face stamped with 
the beard is the image of the alef with a komatz – [2 yuds=2 eyes, the vov=nose, komatz=beard] 
and from my flesh I shall see my G-d. 
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Collecting Geirim in Golus 

 
Shabbos Noam Haneshomos – Noam Elimelech 
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“And Yisro heard” (Shemos 18:1).  

The Rebbe Reb Melech cites the Gemora (Pesochim 87b): “The reason why Bnei Yisrael 
went into exile was so that converts could join them.” Asks the Noam Elimelech: Is this really a 
justified reason for Golus? Could it be that Bnei Yisrael should suffer Golus just so that 
converts from among the nations could join us? Wouldn’t it be more proper for the converts 
to travel to us instead of us to them? They could come to Eretz Yisrael on their own and 
convert once they are there!  

Explains the Noam Elimelech that there is a hidden spark of holiness concealed within 
all righteous converts – which is what pushes them to convert. However, this spark is too 
small and weak on its own to inspire them to make the trip to Eretz Yisrael and convert. 
When they see Bnei Yisrael and observe them and their sanctity, this kedusha ignites their own 
spark and awakens it, pushing and inspiring them to convert. This is why Bnei Yisrael 
needed to go into exile, because their contact with the geirim is needed to ignite the spark. 

This is how we can interpret our pasuk: “And Yisro heard…the father-in-law of 
Moshe”: through Moshe’s kedusha, Yisro’s heart was awakened, giving Yisro’s spark the 
energy it needed to listen to all Hashem had done for Moshe and Bnei Yisrael and ultimately 
to convert. 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

The Soul of the Ohr HaChaim  

The Yismach Yisrael of Alexander used to travel to Rav Yaakov of Radzimin and ask 
that he should be blessed with bonim. Once, when the Yismach Yisrael left, the Radziminer told 
the Chassidim, “What does the son of the Gritza Rav want from me? What should I do if he has 
the neshoma of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh and cannot have bonim!” (Eser Zechuyos, #13) 

n 

Drawing Close All Yidden 

The Yismach Yisrael of Alexander used to follow the same path as the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh by drawing every type of Jew close, even simple and strange types. This was the 
way of the Ohr HaChaim. The holy Neshchizer told that when the Ba’al Shem Tov’s brother-in-
law, Rav Gershon of Kitov, asked the Ohr HaChaim why he allowed a certain talmid into his 
Yeshiva, for Rav Gershon could tell that he was improper, the Ohr HaChaim answered him, 
“This is our way – we draw close even those who are distant.” (Tiferes Yisrael, p. 51 #166) 

nn 
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The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

A Supernatural People 

“And you shall be for Me a segula from all the peoples” (19:5). 

One way that the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh defines a segula is something with 
supernatural powers that defy nature. As an example, some medicinal herbs have properties 
that seem to be against nature, for in medicine an herb that has a cold nature should work 
against sicknesses that have a hot nature, but herbal lore finds that such cold herbs heal cold 
sicknesses and this is not a natural phenomenon. Similarly, Bnei Yisrael are said by Hashem to 
be an Am Segula – a supernatural people, whose properties defy the natural order, a people 
who operate by a different set of rules and standards and who do not conform to what is 
observed as nature and its set of laws. 

The Ohr HaChaim gives an example: Chazal teach in Shabbos 63 that if a Jew was 
prepared and ready to perform a mitzva and through no fault of his or her own was 
prevented from fulfilling that mitzva, he still gets reward, for it is counted as if he has done 
that mitzva, whereas this is not true regarding a transgression. This rule, however, does not 
hold for the other nations of the world; in fact, the opposite is the case. Logically speaking, if 
this rule were natural, it should play out that if thoughts can cause a reaction, it should apply 
to the desire or will to transgress as well, not just to do good and perform mitzvos. And why, 
for the other nations, should this work in an opposite manner [that if they wished to do good 
it does not count and if they wish to sin, it counts as a transgression, even if they did not act 
on it]? 

Another example the Ohr HaChaim gives of Bnei Yisrael’s supernatural power is the 
law (Sanhedrin 59a) that a non-Jew who engages in Torah study or who keeps Shabbos is liable 
for capital punishment. If the act itself were a positive one, shouldn’t anyone who engages in 
Torah study and Shabbos observance be rewarded? If it is a negative act by its very nature, 
how can it be a mitzva for us? This is why the pasuk says, “You shall be an Am Segula from all 
the peoples”: the power and segula of the Torah and its mitzvos depend on you; your 
observance is what defines them as positive, not any natural, inherent set of rules or 
conditions. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 
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Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The ligh
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of t
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a res
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 23rd of Shevat ~ Begins 
� Rav Aharon ben Chaim Avrohom 

appointed chief Rav of Salonika in 1688. He authored a responsa called 

Aharon, (5457/1697); 

� Rav Yehoshua (Shaya’le) Roke’a

the Sar Sholom, founder of the Belz dynasty (1825

the Oheiv Yisrael, the Apter 

had no leader for two years, after which Rav Yehoshua replaced his father, in compliance 

with his father’s wishes, despite the fact that Rav Yehoshua had four older brothers. He led 

the Belz Chassidim for thirty

perhaps the first Orthodox Jewish organization to be involved in government politics. Some 
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Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,_____

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS YISRO 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Shevat 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Feb 18th) 
Chaim Avrohom HaKohen Perachia (1627–1697), a wealthy man 

of Salonika in 1688. He authored a responsa called 

Rav Yehoshua (Shaya’le) Roke’ach of Belz, fifth son and the successor of Rav Sholom, 

, founder of the Belz dynasty (1825–1894). He married a granddaughter of 

, the Apter Rav. After Rav Sholom was niftar in 1855, the Belz 

ars, after which Rav Yehoshua replaced his father, in compliance 

with his father’s wishes, despite the fact that Rav Yehoshua had four older brothers. He led 

for thirty-nine years. He was also the founder of 

first Orthodox Jewish organization to be involved in government politics. Some 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
ting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

he soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
ting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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www.anshe.org 

1697), a wealthy man 

of Salonika in 1688. He authored a responsa called Parach Mateh 

of Belz, fifth son and the successor of Rav Sholom, 

1894). He married a granddaughter of 

in 1855, the Belz Chassidim 

ars, after which Rav Yehoshua replaced his father, in compliance 

with his father’s wishes, despite the fact that Rav Yehoshua had four older brothers. He led 

nine years. He was also the founder of Machzikei HaDas, 

first Orthodox Jewish organization to be involved in government politics. Some 
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of his discourses are published in Ohel Yehoshua, a supplement to the book of his father’s 

teachings, Dover Sholom. He was succeeded by his second son, Rav Yissochor Dov, 

(5654/1894); 

� Rav Moshe Kliers (1874–1934). Born in Tzefas, he married the daughter of a prominent 

Talmid Chochom of the Slonim community in Teveria, and went to live there. At the age of 

twenty-six, in response to a request by Rav Shmuel, the Slonimer Rebbe, Rav Moshe 

founded a Yeshiva (Ohr Torah) by the kever of Rav Meir Ba’al Haness on the shores of the 

Kinneret. He was involved in the Teshuva Campaign of 1914. Rav Moshe authored the sefer 

Toras HaAretz, (5694/1934); 

� Rav Osher Eliach (1952–2004). Born in Yerushalayim’s Shaarei Chessed neighborhood, he 

learned at Yeshiva Kol Torah, where he cleaved to Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. Later, he 

studied at Yeshivas Ponovezh under Rav Shach, Rav Povarsky and Rav Rozovsky. He 

learned Maseches Eruvin with all the Rishonim and Acharonim over twenty times, 

becoming an expert on the subject, and numerous chareidi communities consulted with him. 

He was involved in setting up eruvin in every part of Eretz Yisrael. For the last five years of 

his life, he served as mashgiach at Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Ozer. Tragically, he died 

suddenly of a heart attack during a Melave Malka, (5764/2004); 

� Rav Avrohom Lopes Cardozo (1914–2006), appointed Chazzan of Congregation She’eris 

Yisrael, the historic Spanish and Portuguese shul in New York City, in 1946. The 

congregation had been founded in 1654 in Lower Manhattan by the first Jewish settlers in 

North America. Rav Cardozo was born in Amsterdam, Netherlands, in 1914, the great-

grandson of the Chief Rav of the Sephardic community in Amsterdam, and attended Yeshiva 

Etz Chaim in that Dutch city. His was a rabbinical family that traced its origins to the 

Iberian Peninsula in the fifteenth century, when the Jews were expelled. In 1939, he was 

appointed by Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands to be the Rav of the Sephardi 

community in Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, now Surinam, and in 1951 he married Irma 

Robles of Surinam. Soon after he left Amsterdam, the Nazis invaded the Netherlands, 

killing tens of thousands of Jews, including Rav Cardozo’s parents and siblings. Rav 

Cardozo published several books of liturgical music, including Music for the Sephardim and 

Sephardic Songs of Praise and maintained the position of Chazzan at Congregation She’eris 

Yisrael for forty years, continuing there until 1986. On June 7, 2000, Queen Beatrix of the 

Netherlands presented him with the decoration of Knight in the Order of Orange-Nassau, 

for his work in preserving Dutch Jewish culture. At the age of ninety-one, on February 21, 

2006, Rav Cardozo passed away in Lenox Hill Hospital in Manhattan, New York, after a 

sudden heart attack, (5766/2006). 

� 24th of Shevat ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 19th) 
� Rav Shaul HaLevi Mortora (Morteira), Av Bais Din of Amsterdam, mechaber of Givas 

Shaul, a collection of fifty sermons on the Chumash, selected from five hundred derashos 

written by him. The Givas Shaul explains how each law in the parsha corresponds to an 

event in Moshe Rabbeinu’s life: the laws of a slave, because his brothers were slaves; the 

laws of maidservants, because of what he saw happening to Yisro’s daughters. Moshe 

wanted the people to see that the laws of the Torah address and direct every detail of life, 

and protect us from the type of suffering the people had experienced. This was his life. This 

was how he placed the laws “before them”, in an accessible manner that would speak to 

each person on his own level. He was a Dutch Rav of Portuguese descent, born in 

approximately 1596 in Venice, Italy; he was niftar on February 10, 1660, in Amsterdam, 
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Netherlands. When in 1616, Rav Shaul escorted the body of the physician Elijah Montalto 

from France to Amsterdam, the Sephardi kehilla of Beth Jacob in Amsterdam (House of 

Jacob) elected him Chacham in succession to Moshe ben Aroyo. Rav Shaul and Yitzchok da 

Fonseca Aboab (Menashe ben Yisrael was in England at the time) were the members of the 

mahamad, the political arm of the community, which pronounced on July 27, 1656, the 

decree of excommunication (cherem) against Boruch Spinoza, previously one of Rav 

Shaul’s star pupils. Rav Shaul was the founder of the congregational school Keser Torah, in 

the highest class of which he taught Talmud and Jewish philosophy. He also preached three 

times a month, and received an annual remuneration of six hundred guilders and a hundred 

baskets of turf. Rav Shaul’s polemical sermons in Hebrew against the Catholic Church were 

published, but his Portuguese writings against Calvinism remained unpublished, 

(5420/1660); 

� Rav Avrohom Yechiel ben Rav Uziel of Halberstadt, mechaber of Nezer HaKodesh, 

(5490/1730); 

� Rav Shlomo Margulies, Rav of Zelitschek and a close talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov. He 

wrote: “How well do I know with what great holiness he, the Ba’al Shem Tov, conducted 

himself, with such piety and separation from worldliness. But he especially put his efforts 

and energy into the service of the heart – tefilla. He davened with complete divorcement 

from the body and from everything material – hispashtus hagashmiyus – and with 

tremendous dveikus with the living God”, (5565/1805); 

� Rav Shabsai Shaltiel, Rav in Yerushalayim, (5606/1846); 

� Rav Sholom Zelig Steinmetz, elder Vizhnitz Chassid, (5755/1995). 

� 25th of Shevat ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 20th) 
� Rav Yisrael ben Rav Ze’ev Wolf Lipkin Salanter (1810–1883), founder and spiritual father 

of the Mussar movement. Born in Zager (near Kovno), Lithuania, to Rav Ze’ev Wolf 

Lipkin, a descendant of the Vilna Gaon, Rav Yisrael became a close talmid of Rav Zundel 

of Salant, who introduced him to the classic works of mussar. In 1840, he became Rosh 

Yeshiva of the Rameilles Yeshiva in Vilna, and later opened a Yeshiva in Kovno. A 

compilation of his thoughts was recorded in a sefer, Or Yisrael, written by one of his closest 

talmidim, Rav Yitzchok Blazer of Petersburg. Among his other close talmidim were Rav 

Simcha Zissel Ziv of Kelm and Rav Yosef Yoizel Hurwitz of Novardok, (5643/1883); 

� Rav Mordechai Pogramansky, the Iluy from Telz, (5710/1950); 

� Rav Shabsai, father of Rav Yisrael – the Maggid of Kozhnitz, (5521/1761); 

� Rav Ephraim ben Rav Shlomo Zalman Zelaznik. In 1956, he became one of the first 

talmidim in Brisk, under Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik. He taught at Yeshiva Eretz Tzvi for 

most of his life, (5691–5765/1931–2005); 

� Rav Zalman Ury (1924–2006). A great-great-grandson of Rav Dovid Teveli, mechaber of 

Nachalas Dovid, Rav Ury was born in Stolpce, Poland, and studied at Yeshiva Etz Chayim 

in Kletzk under Rav Aharon Kotler from 1934–1941. At the start of World War II, he was 

interned in a Siberian Concentration Camp, while his parents and siblings died at the hands 

of the Nazis. He spent the remainder of the war in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, where he met 

his wife, Eva. They married soon after the war ended and immigrated to the United States in 

1947, where he received his semicha at Lakewood. Rav Zalman received his B.S. from 

Washington University, St. Louis, then moved to Los Angeles in 1957. He earned his M.A. 

in Education from Loyola University and his Doctor of Education at UCLA. For forty-seven 

years, Rav Ury worked with the Bureau of Jewish Education, building and nurturing the 
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Yeshiva day-school system. Under his direction, Yeshiva enrollment in Los Angeles 

increased from less than a thousand talmidim to more than 5,500, and the number of Jewish 

schools increased from five in 1960 to twenty-one by the time of his passing. He wrote over 

a hundred articles and educational materials for journals and books, and authored the books 

The Musar Movement and The Story of Rav Yisrael Salanter. In 2001, he published 

Kedushas Avrohom, a two-volume work containing chiddushei Torah, mussar teachings and 

correspondences with Gedolei Yisrael, including Rav Moshe Feinstein, Rav Henkin and Rav 

Simcha Wasserman, as well as an essay on his Rebbe, Rav Yosef Aryeh Leib Nanedik, the 

mashgiach at Yeshiva Eitz Chaim. For many years he served as Rav of Young Israel 

Congregation of Beverly Hills, (5766/2006). 

� 26th of Shevat ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Feb 21st) 
� Rav Dovid HaLevi Segal, mechaber of Turei Zohov (the Taz) (1586–1667), son-in-law of 

the Bach, born in Ludmir and unofficial Rav of Posen, 1619~1640. Rav Dovid headed the 

famous Yeshiva at Ostro from 1643, escaped the Cossacks’ rampage of 1648–49 to Lublin, 

then went to Moravia. He settled in Lemberg (Lvov) but lost two sons to violent deaths in 

the spring pogroms of 1664. He sent his son Yeshaya and son-in-law Aryeh Leib (later to be 

the Sha’agas Aryeh) to investigate Shabsai Tzvi. He also wrote Divrei Dovid on Rashi al 

HaTorah, (5427/1667); 

� Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor ben Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner (Lainer), Rebbe of Radzin, 

son of the Ba’al HaTecheiles and great-grandson of Mordechai Yosef of Izhbitz. He was the 

mechaber of Tiferes Yosef. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Shmuel Shlomo, and then by 

his son-in-law, Rav Avrohom Yissochor Englard, (5689/1929); 

� Rav Shaul ben Rav Elozor Brach of Kashau, mechaber of Shaul Sha’al, (5700/1940); 

� Rav Yaakov ben Moshe Yehuda Leib Landau, Rav of Bnei Brak (1893–1986). At the age of 

thirteen, he went to learn in Lubavitch under the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav Sholom Ber, 

the Rashab. At the age of nineteen, he replaced his father as Rav of Kornitz, and later 

became the emissary of the Rashab in Lubavitch. When the Bolsheviks began persecuting 

Rabbonim, Rav Yaakov moved to Latvia, where he became close to the Rogatchover Gaon. 

It was there that he married. In 1934, he moved to Eretz Yisrael, soon becoming Rav of Bnei 

Brak, a position he kept for the following fifty years; 

� Rav Ephraim ben Rav Benzion Borodiansky of Yeshiva Kol Torah, mechaber of Binyan 

Ephraim, (5750/1990). 

� 27th of Shevat ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Feb 22nd) 
� Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor ben Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner of Radzin, mechaber of 

Tiferes Yosef, (5689/1929); 

� Rav Elozor Roke’ach (1758–1837). Born in Stanislow, Poland, he was the son of Rav Arye 

Leib and a grandson of the Ba’al Ateres Poz of Lask. When he was thirteen, he celebrated 

three landmarks: his bar mitzva, his engagement and his completion of Shas. At the age of 

twenty, he became Rav in Piltz, Poland. During this period, he wrote his sefer Sheilos 

Uteshuvos Shemen Roke’ach, in which he printed his correspondence with the Noda 

B’Yehuda. In 1800, he accepted the of Rabbonus of Tritch. In 1812, he took over the 

Rabbonus of Ransburg, and it was there that he waged his famous battle against the 

reformer Aaron Chaviner. Together with the Chasam Sofer, Rav Akiva Eiger and Rav 

Chaim Banet, he fought against the reformers in letters that were later printed in the sefer 

Eileh Divrei HaBris, (5597/1837); 
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� Rav Menachem Nochum ben Rav Aharon Twersky of Chernoybyl was named after his 

great-grandfather, the Me’or Einayim. He passed away about a year before his father on 

Shabbos Shekolim/Mevarchim, Parshas Mishpotim. His father made reference to this, 

saying: ִהּנֵה ָאנִֹכי ׁשֵֹלַח ַמְלָאִכי ְלָפנֶי� – “Behold I send my Malach before you”. This is a slight 

change from a pasuk in Mishpotim, (Shemos 23:20), (5631/1871); 

� Rav Yosef Zundel Hutner (1846–1919). Born in Dvinsk, he was taught by his father at an 

early age. At the age of twenty-five, Rav Yosef Zundel published Bikurei Yosef. (In the 

introduction, he bemoans the passing of his young wife.) Thereafter, he moved to Bialystok, 

where he remarried and learned bechavrusa with Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen of Dvinsk. In 

1897, he became Rav of Eishishok, (5679/1919); 

� Rav Mordechai Shulman, son-in-law of Rav Chaim Yitzchok Isaac Sher. Rav Mordechai 

succeeded his father-in-law as Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka. His only son was Rav Nosson 

Tzvi Shulman, who married a daughter of Rav Yechiel Schlesinger, (5742/1982); 

� Rav Dovid Moshe Friedman of Chortkov, (1914–1988). Born to Rav Dov Ber of Chortkov 

in Boyan, Ukraine, he moved with his family to Vienna as a youth. When his grandfather, 

Rav Yisrael, the Chortkover Rebbe, was niftar in 1934, he was succeeded by both of his 

sons, Rav Nachum Mordechai and Rav Dov Ber. When Rav Dov Ber tragically passed away 

just two years later, Rav Dovid Moshe humbly refused to take his place. Shortly after 

Kristallnacht (November 9, 1938), Rav Dovid Moshe moved to England and settled in the 

suburb of Edgware, London. In 1968, he married Leah and was blessed with three children. 

In 1988, he gave his final shiur in Golders Green, (5748/1988). 

� 28th of Shevat ~ Begins Thursday Night (Feb 23rd) 
� Rav Alexander Sender of Zholkov, (~1660–1737). He was the son of Rav Ephraim Zalman 

Shor, Maggid of Lvov, and was orphaned as an infant. In 1704, Rav Alexander Sender went 

to live in Zholkov (Zolkiew) where he remained for the rest of his life, devoting himself to 

study and writing, and earning his living working in a distillery. He was the mechaber of 

Tevuos Shor, first published in 1733, on shechita and kashrus. He was a great-great-nephew 

of Rav Ephraim Zalman Shor, the mechaber of a sefer by the same name, Tevuos Shor, a 

condensation of the Bais Yosef. [27th of Shevat, according to Hamodia 2006], (5497/1737); 

� Rav Emanuel of Preshedvorz (1802–1865), successor to his father, the Rebbe Rav 

Yeshayale (niftar 1831), (5625/1865); 

� Rav Yosef Dovid ben Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim (Sinzheim, Zunzheim, Zindheim), 

(1745 (or 1736)–1812). Born to Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim, Rav of Treves (Trier) and 

Niederheim (Niedernai) in the Alsace region, on the border between France and Germany. 

As a youth, Yosef Dovid learned with Rav Shmuel Hillman-Halpern, who was the Rav of 

Metz between Rav Yehonoson Eibeschutz and the Sha’agas Aryeh. At the age of twenty, 

Rav Yosef Dovid married Esther Medelsheim. In 1778, Esther’s wealthy brother, Naftoli 

Herz (aka Cerf Berr de Medelsheim) established a Yeshiva in Bischeim (near Strasbourg) 

and he appointed his brother-in-law, Rav Yosef Dovid, to be Rosh Yeshiva. It was also at this 

time that Rav Yosef Dovid began composing his monumental Talmud commentary, Yad 

Dovid. He also wrote Shelal Dovid on Chumash, Da’as Dovid on the Shulchon Aruch and 

an encyclopedia of halachic and Talmudic topics called Minchas Ani. He was appointed to 

the Assembly of Jewish Notables convened by Napoleon (1806), appointed president of the 

Great Sanhedrin, and named by Napoleon as inaugural chief Rav of the Consistoire Central, 

(5572/1812); 

� Rav Mordechai Goldman, Zhviller Rebbe, son of Rav Gedalya Moshe. (Note: Novohrad-
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Volyns’kyi (Russian: Novgorodvolynsk, Yiddish: Zhvil, Zhvill) is a City in Zhytomyr 

Oblast, Volhynia, Ukraine), (5739/1979); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky of Chernobyl, the Rachmistrivka Rebbe (1840–1937), 

son of Rav Yochonon, grandson of Rav Menachem Nachum (mechaber of Me’or Einayim), 

(5697/1937); 

� Rav Sholom Zelig Steinmetz, elder Vizhnitz Chassid, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Ephraim Ezra Laniado, mechaber of Degel Machaneh Ephraim, (5565/1805);  

� Rav Yosef ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, Liska Rebbe, mechaber of Tzvi V’Chammid. 

Arriving in the United States in 1947, he was one of the first Rebbes to establish his kehilla 

in Boro Park. He was a successor of the Ach Pri Tevua, the Tal Chaim and the Sha’arei 

HaYoshor. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, mechaber of 

Chamudei Tzvi, (5731/1971); 

� Rav Eliezer Alpha (originally Potashnik) (1896–1990). Born in the Russian town of 

Ulshan, he joined the Novardok school in Charkov when he was only eleven. During that 

period, he studied incessantly with his chavrusa, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, the future Rosh 

Yeshiva of Mir. During the ravages of World War I, the bochurim went to Poland and joined 

the Novardok Yeshiva’s branch in Bialystok. There, Rav Eliezer learned b’chavrusa with 

Rav Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon. He married Shulamis, the daughter of 

Rav Meir Karelitz. Upon recommendation, he headed a Yeshiva in the Galician city of 

Gorlitz, but did not remain long because, in 1935, the Chazon Ish and other prominent 

Rabbonim urged him to settle in Eretz Yisrael. At first, he moved into the one-room home of 

his uncle, the Chazon Ish, where the Steipler Gaon and his wife were also staying. Not long 

afterward, Rav Eliezer decided to move to Chaifa in order to found a Yeshiva in that 

spiritual wasteland, (5750/1990); 

� Rav Nesanel HaKohen Quinn (1910–2005), menahel at Mesivta Torah Vodaas, where he 

taught for almost eighty years. Rav Nesanel’s parents, Rav Zalman Pinchas and Devora 

Miriam were neighbors of the Rogatchover Rav in Dvinsk, Lithuania, and were childless for 

ten years. Upon the advice of Rav Sholom Ber of Lubavitch, they moved to America (they 

were promised a family and arichas yomim; they had five children, and she lived to be 111.) 

Rav Nesanel was a talmid of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. He later became the talmid muvhok of 

Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelovitz at Torah Vodaas, and stayed there as an educator. In 

conjunction with his first yahrzeit, the sefer Birkas Mo’adecha on Maseches Beitza was 

released [along with] a supplement, Zichron Nesanel, which includes short stories about 

Rav Quinn and letters he wrote (Hamodia Feb. 22, 2006), (5765/2005); 

� Rav Shmuel Binyomin Rosenberg, senior Rosh Mesivta of Yeshiva Bais Avrohom-Slonim 

(1957–2005). A descendant of the Chasam Sofer and the Kesav Sofer, he learned for many 

years at Slonim and married the daughter of Rav Shmuel Weinberg, one of the heads of 

Chinuch Atzmai and the son of the Birkas Avrohom of Slonim. His brother-in-law, Rav Tzvi 

Weinberg, is Rosh Kollel Slonim in Yerushalayim, (5765/2005). 

� 29th of Shevat ~ Begins Friday Night (Feb 24th) 
� Rav Eliyohu HaBochur HaLevi, the Ba’al HaTishbi, famous Hebrew grammarian, 

(5309/1549); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yerucham Diskin, the Maharil Diskin (1839–1925), born in Valkovisk, 

Russia, the son of Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin of Brisk and Rebbetzin Hinda Rochel. He 

started studying Gemora on his own at the age of five. After his bar mitzva, he studied in 

seclusion for fourteen hours a day. At sixteen, he left for Volozhin. After his father’s petira 
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in 1898, he was asked to succeed him as president of the Diskin Orphanage and head of the 

Ohel Moshe Yeshiva. At first, he refused, but in 1908, when he saw that Yerushalayim’s 

Torah institutions were in danger, due to the Zionists’ efforts to destroy them, he decided to 

immigrate to Eretz Yisrael. Together with Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, he faught against 

the Maskilim. Both of them were elected honorary presidents of the chareidi Vaad Ha’ir, 

which soon became known as the Eida HaChareidis, (5685/1925); 

� Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka (1849–1927). Born in Rasei, Lithuania, he 

was orphaned at an early age and was raised by a relative in Vilna. He became a devoted 

follower of Rav Simcha Zissel, the Alter of Kelm. Rav Nosson Tzvi organized a kollel of 

ten men in Slabodka in about 1877. He began a Yeshiva Ketana there and was later 

instrumental in starting the Yeshiva in Telz and having Rav Eliezer Gordon appointed as 

Rosh Yeshiva. He founded the Slabodka Yeshiva in 1884. In 1897, the Yeshiva split over the 

teaching of mussar. Seventy of the three hundred students sided with the Alter and formed a 

new Yeshiva, Kenesses Yisrael. In 1897, he founded the Yeshiva in Slutsk and appointed Rav 

Isser Zalman Meltzer its Rosh Yeshiva. After World War I, the Yeshiva in Kletzk, headed by 

Rav Nosson Tzvi’s talmid, Rav Aharon Kotler, developed. He also helped Rav Shimon 

Shkop develop Yeshivos by sending his own students. In 1909, a Yeshiva was set up in 

Stutchin, led by the Alter’s talmid, Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman, and the Lodz Yeshiva was 

the first outpost of mussar in Poland. His influence was also felt in long-standing Yeshivos, 

as his talmidim joined them. His son, Rav Eliezer Finkel, became Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, for 

example. In 1925, he fulfilled a long-standing personal vow by moving to Eretz Yisrael, 

settling in Chevron. His discourses are collected in Or HaTzofun, (5687/1927); 

� Rav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (1836–1904), mechaber of 

Kedushas Yom Tov. Born in Stropkov, Slovakia, to the Yetev Lev, who was a grandson of 

Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. Rav Chananya’s primary teachers were Rav 

Chaim of Sanz and Rav Yitzchok Eizik of Ziditchov. At the age of twenty-eight, he became 

Rav of the small town of Tesh, a position he held for nineteen years. After his father’s petira 

in 1883, he succeeded him in Sighet, Hungary. His most famous contribution to Sigheter 

Chassidus is the work Kedushas Yom Tov, a commentary on the Chumash. After him it 

would become customary for the Rebbe of Sighet to write a commentary on the Torah. By 

1941, there were 10,144 Jews living in Sighet, comprising 39 percent of the town. In the 

Holocaust, the town was liquidated and its inhabitants deported to Auschwitz. But the 

community lives on in America and in Eretz Yisrael. Rav Chananya had no children with his 

first wife, a marriage that lasted fourteen years. He remained childless for many years with 

his second wife as well, until Rav Chaim of Sanz gave him a berocha. Indeed, he had two 

sons, Rav Chaim Tzvi of Sighet, and Rav Yoel, the Rebbe of Satmar. After his petira in 

1904, it was not clear which of his sons would succeed him. Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum 

was his elder son, and thus the apparent heir; but Rav Yoel Teitelbaum was more well 

known. Rav Yoel accepted a position as the posek and Av Bais Din of the town of Satmar, 

and Rav Chaim Tzvi inherited the leadership of Sighet, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Zalman Sender Kahana-Shapira, born in Nisowiz, in the Minsk region of Russia, to 

Rav Moshe Shapira, Av Bais Din of Lida and son-in-law of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. Rav 

Zalman Sender learned under the Bais HaLevi and his son, Rav Chaim Brisker, in Volozhin. 

He married and lived in Kobrin, where he raised five children (four boys and a girl). When 

his wife tragically passed away, he married the widow of Rav Binyomin Wolf 

Hayahalomstein, Rav of Maltsch, and moved to that city. He eventually became Rav of 
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Maltsch and started a Yeshiva there, Anaf Eitz Chaim, modeling it after Eitz Chaim of 

Volozhin. In 1902, he moved the Yeshiva to Kriniki where he became Rav. Among his 

talmidim there were Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky and Rav Aharon Kotler. In 1921, he moved to 

the Shaarei Chessed section of Yerushalayaim, (5611–5683/1851–1923); 

� Rav Nosson Horowitz, Rav of K’hal Sh’eiris Yisrael of Williamsburg, then Rav of Kehillas 

Bais Yisrael of Monsey. He was born in Vienna, the son of the Riglitzer Rav and grandson 

of the Altshteter Rav and the Liminover Rav (the Me’oros Nosson), for whom he was 

named, (5761/2001). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yehoshua ben Rav Sholom Roke’ach of BelzRav Yehoshua ben Rav Sholom Roke’ach of BelzRav Yehoshua ben Rav Sholom Roke’ach of BelzRav Yehoshua ben Rav Sholom Roke’ach of Belz, , , , 23232323
thththth

    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    
Be Mekarev All Bnei Torah 

Rav Bromer of Sanik said in the 
name of the Mahari of Belz that while in 
previous generations there was a custom 
among Chassidim to disparage and 
distance themselves from anyone whose 

Torah study was not leshem Shomayim, 
that was the case only when in the past the 
study of secular subjects was generally 
foreign, ignored and not widespread. 
Today, however, when secular subjects are 
widely studied and Torah study has 
diminished, we should draw close any ben 
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Torah from any background, even those 
who do not yet study leshem Shomayim, in 
order to distance the masses from secular 
studies and discourage their dissemination. 
(Etz Chaim, Gilyon 11, p. 219) 

(See also below a story Rav 
Yehoshua used to say about the Taz, and 
the story of Rav Yehoshua of Belz and Rav 
Shaul Brach of Kashau – 26th of Shevat.) 

    

Rav Yisrael Lipkin SalanterRav Yisrael Lipkin SalanterRav Yisrael Lipkin SalanterRav Yisrael Lipkin Salanter, , , , 22225555
thththth    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    

Founder of the Mussar Movement 

One organization that follows the 
teachings of Rav Salanter in the order of 
mussar is the “Salant Center”. They ask for 
email addresses to be sent to them in honor 
of the Hilula of Rav Salanter. The email 
address to send suggested names of people 
who might be interested in learning 
mussar is: salantorg@gmail.com. 

Here is an excerpt from the English 
translation of Ohr Yisrael published by the 
Salant Foundation and Targum Press: 

On one occasion, Rav Yisrael was 
carrying a gift. A colleague asked, “Where 
are you taking the gift?”  

Rav Yisrael responded, “I am 
delivering it to a certain individual.”  

His friend asked, “Why don’t you 
send the gift with a messenger?”  

Rav Yisrael responded, “The Torah 
obligates me to personally deliver the gift.” 
His friend was puzzled. “I am not familiar 
with any such law.” 

Rav Yisrael explained, “The Talmud 
(Yevomos 78b) tells us that when Hashem 
judges a person for a misdeed, at that very 
moment He recalls the good deeds of the 
person. We understand from here that if we 
feel someone has done something wrong, it 
is important to reflect on his good deeds. In 
this way, we will not lose our perspective. 
Instead of magnifying his improper 
conduct, we will see him as a good person 
who made a mistake. 

“This is the reason I am delivering 
the gift. A certain Rav acted improperly 
and it is my duty to speak to him about his 
behavior. It is a mitzva to emulate the 

attribute of Hashem. Since I must tell him 
that he acted improperly, I must remember 
and mention that he is a Torah scholar. 
Therefore, I am honoring him with a gift, 
even though at other times I would not 
necessarily do so. Yet under the 
circumstances I am obligated because ‘at 
the time of judgment is the time to mention 
his good deeds.’” 

How elevated were his paths! How 
deep were his thoughts – to inspire him to 
find this precious attribute of Hashem and 
conduct himself accordingly. Human 
nature is just the opposite. When someone 
harbors resentment against another, he will 
forget all of the person’s good points, chas 
v’sholom! 

May we realize the vital importance 
of keeping our perspective in our 
relationships by always mentioning and 
remembering the good qualities of others. 

 

Hakoras HaTov 

Rav Yisrael Salanter once noticed 
that a fancy restaurant was charging a high 
price for a cup of coffee. He approached the 
owner and asked why the coffee was so 
expensive. After all, some hot water, a few 
coffee beans and a spoonful of sugar could 
not amount to more than a few cents. 

The owner replied, “It is correct that 
for a few cents you could have coffee in 
your own home. But here in the restaurant, 
we provide exquisite decor, soft 
background music, professional waiters, 
and the finest china to serve your cup of 
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coffee.” 

Rav Salanter’s face lit up. “Oh, thank 
you very much! I now understand the 
blessing of Shehakol – ‘All was created by 
His word’ – which we recite before 
drinking water. You see, until now, when I 
recited this blessing, I had in mind only 
that I am thanking the Creator for the 
water that He created. Now I understand 
the blessing much better. ‘All’ includes not 
merely the water, but also the fresh air that 
we breathe while drinking the water, the 
beautiful world around us, the music of the 
birds that entertain us and exalt our spirits, 
each with its different voice, the charming 
flowers with their splendid colors and 
marvelous hues, the fresh breeze – for all 
this we have to thank Hashem when 
drinking our water!” 


 Late one night, Rav Yisrael Salanter 
walked past the home of an old shoemaker, 
and noticed that despite the late hour, the 
man was still working by the light of a 
dying candle. “Why are you still working?” 
he asked. “It is very late and soon that 
candle will go out.” The shoemaker replied, 
“As long as the candle is still burning, there 
is time to make repairs.”  

Rav Salanter spent that entire night 
excitedly pacing his room and repeating to 
himself, “As long as the candle is still 
burning, there is time to make repairs.” The 
human soul is compared to a candle: ner 
Hashem nishmas odom – “A man’s soul is 

the lamp [candle] of Hashem….” (Mishlei 
20:27). From the simple shoemaker, Rav 
Salanter took the message never to give up. 
As long as the candle is burning you can 
still make repairs. As long as there is life, 
there’s still time to make spiritual repairs 
as well. We can still do teshuva – make 
positive changes in our lives – and set right 
all the things that are wrong. 

 

The Face of a Dog 

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer of Slutzk 
said in the name of Rav Yisrael Salanter 
that the meaning of Chazal’s statement in 
Sanhedrin 97a that “the generation before 
Moshiach has the face of a dog” is that 
usually when a dog runs before a wagon, it 
looks like the dog is leading the way. The 
way that one can tell that the wagon driver 
is leading is when they reach the 
crossroads. There, the dog waits to see 
which way his master drives the wagon and 
follows, except that he then again runs up 
ahead, as if he is in the lead. This moshol 
illustrates our lowly generation before 
Moshiach. Those brazen-faced individuals 
who attempt to be the leaders will walk in 
front as if they know how to lead the way, 
and whichever way the generation actually 
leads them, they will again run up ahead in 
front as if they chose the course and are 
leading, when, in reality, they are nothing 
but followers of the masses. (Shema 
Eliyohu Over Orach by the Aderes #7) 

    

Rav ShabsaiRav ShabsaiRav ShabsaiRav Shabsai,,,,    22225555
thththth

    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    

Father of Rav Yisrael – The Maggid of Kozhnitz 

The Ba’al Shem Tov was sitting at 
the table with his talmidim one Friday 
night, when all of a sudden – three times – 
he let out a loud laugh. 

After Shabbos, he was asked why he 
had laughed, to which he replied, “I really 

would like to tell you, but first you have to 
come with me. That is when you’ll find out 
what you want to know.” 

The Ba’al Shem Tov called his 
servant and told him to hitch up the wagon, 
into which his talmidim climbed. They 
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traveled the whole night, and in the 
morning they arrived at a tiny village. The 
Tzaddik commanded that Shabsai the 
bookbinder and his wife be brought to him. 

Rav Shabsai (who was advanced in 
years) and his wife immediately came to 
see the Tzaddik. He turned to the 
bookbinder and said to him, “Tell me what 
you did last Friday night.” 

The bookbinder began his story: 

“I am a craftsman, and I used to 
earn a living working with my hands. Every 
Thursday, my wife and I would go to the 
market to buy what we needed for Shabbos. 
On Fridays, I would leave my work at ten in 
the morning and prepare for Shabbos, 
going to shul early. This is what I did my 
entire life. However, I’m old now and I no 
longer have the strength to work. Yet 
despite having great difficulty in making a 
living, I have never needed gifts from 
anyone. Hashem has always helped me to 
honor Shabbos as I normally would. 

“Last Friday, however, I didn’t even 
have a cent. Yet, I decided that it was better 
to fast than to ask anyone for help. My wife, 
who is an upright woman, promised to 
abide by my decision and not to ask people 
for help either. I went to shul early enough, 
as is my usual practice, and I stayed there 
until the last person departed. When I went 
home, from afar I could see the lit Shabbos 
candles in my home. When I arrived, I saw 
that the table was set and covered with a 
great many good things. Since I was certain 
that my wife did not fail to keep her 
promise of not asking for help from 
anyone, I immediately came to the table 
and recited Kiddush on the wine and 
commenced the meal. 

“As we were eating, my wife told me 
the following: ‘You remember your old coat 
with the silver buttons that we lost a while 
ago? Today, I found it after you left for 
shul. I then sold the buttons, and with the 
money I purchased everything we needed 
for Shabbos.’ 

“When I heard that, my eyes let out 
tears of joy. I took my wife and together we 
danced in gratitude to Hashem.” 

When he finished his story, the Ba’al 
Shem Tov said to his talmidim, “Know that 
the angels of Heaven also rejoiced and 
danced with them. And now, Shabsai, what 
is your desire?” 

Shabsai asked the Ba’al Shem Tov to 
give him a blessing for a son. He agreed, on 
the condition that he name the son after 
him. One year later, in 5500 (1739), a son 
was born to him whom he named Yisrael. 

Since he was born in his father’s old 
age, Yisrael was by nature a weak child. 
Nevertheless, he possessed a strong mind 
and soul. By the age of seven, he already 
knew several masechtos of the Talmud by 
heart, and he became one of the youngest 
students of the Maggid of Mezritch and his 
talmidim: Rav Shmelke of Nickolsburg, 
Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev. Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin recounted that when he had been 
in Kozhnitz, he studied with Rav Yisrael for 
an entire day and found him to be an 
expert in all fields of Torah. 

When the inhabitants of Kozhnitz 
heard of his fame, the prominent members 
of the community came to him with an 
offer to be their Maggid. 

The people of Kozhnitz greatly loved 
their Rav, whose fame quickly spread 
around the Jewish world. From the four 
corners of the globe, people began to seek 
out the Maggid in order to receive his 
blessing. 

Despite his frailty (and even though 
he spent most of his time lying down 
wrapped in covers to warm his body) when 
the time for prayer arrived, he experienced 
no weakness. When he went to daven in 
the morning, he entered the Bais Medrash 
holding a Torah scroll in his arms, and he 
danced before the Aron Kodesh as two 
rows of people stood on either side of him. 
He would daven with a powerful voice, one 
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whose echo was heard throughout the 
building. 

He taught his talmidim to have 
confidence in Hashem. And how powerful 
confidence is – the confidence that comes 
from the depths of the heart! 

There was a certain peasant who 
lived with his wife for more than ten years, 
yet they remained childless. A Chassid, 
who was among one of the Maggid’s 
closest talmidim, said to the peasant, 
“Follow my advice. Go see the great 
Maggid of Kozhnitz and ask him for a 
berocha. He has already saved many 
childless couples.” 

The peasant and his wife hurried to 
the Maggid. They implored him to give 
them a berocha so that they could have 
offspring. He looked at them and finished 
by saying, “If you want a son, you must put 
fifty-two gold pieces on the table, the 
numerical value of ben [son].” The 
astonished peasant exclaimed, “Fifty-two 
gold pieces? Only the rich have that kind of 
money! I only have ten gold pieces.” 
However, the Maggid maintained his 
demand for all fifty-two of them. 

The peasant raised his hands to 

heaven and said to his wife, “Let’s go. 
Hashem will help us even without the 
Maggid!” 

At that point, the face of Rav Yisrael 
began to shine. He said to them in a 
confident tone, “Go home in peace, because 
from Heaven your salvation is near!” 

The words of the Tzaddik were 
quickly fulfilled; how great is the power of 
faith in Hashem when it comes from the 
depths of the heart. 

Rav Yisrael supported people who 
moved to Eretz Yisrael, and he was among 
the Tzaddikim of the generation who 
established the Rav Meir Ba’al HaNess 
fund to aid the poor of Eretz Yisrael. 

On the 14th of Tishrei, 5575 (1814), 
on the eve of Sukkos, the holy Maggid of 
Kozhnitz left this world. His son, Rav 
Moshe Eliakim Bria, replaced him as Rav 
of Kozhnitz. 

The published works of the Maggid 
include Avodas Yisrael (a commentary on 
the Torah and Pirkei Avos), Ohr Yisrael, 
and many others. 

www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/129_rabbi_israel_t

he_maggid_of_kozhnitz.html 
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Mechaber of Turei Zohov, Taz on Shulchon Aruch 

To Deliver a Baby 

Rav Dovid’s family was famed for 
scholarship. His father, Rav Shmuel, was 
the son of the famous scholar, Rav Yitzchok 
Betzalels. He had an older half-brother 
called Rav Yitzchok HaLevi, a great 
Talmud scholar, who founded a Yeshiva in 
Vladomir, Chelm and Lvow, Poland, and 
was the mechaber of two books on Hebrew 
grammar, called Siach Yitzchok and Bris 
HaLevi. This great man dearly loved his 
younger brother, and became his first 
teacher and counselor for many years. The 
affection between the two brothers never 
diminished in later years, and they 

continued to correspond with each other in 
writing after they had been separated. A 
part of this correspondence has been 
preserved. These letters are of great 
interest not only because they testify to the 
deep friendship and love that existed 
between the two brothers, but also because 
they contain an exchange of scholarly 
opinions on many problems of Jewish law. 

In addition to his scholarship, Rav 
Dovid’s father was well-to-do, so that the 
young prodigy Dovid, who had shown 
unusual talent for study, was fortunate 
enough to grow up in an atmosphere of 
both wealth and learning. His early, happy 
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youth was in marked contrast to his later 
years, when he suffered great hardships 
and poverty, as we shall see later. He 
became a reputed Talmudic scholar, and 
married Rivka, the second daughter of Rav 
Yoel Sirkes of Brest, mechaber
famous commentary on the Tur
Chodosh (whom the Taz frequently quotes 
in his works). He was also a mohel
customary in those days, Rav Dovid stayed 
in his father-in-law’s house for several 
years, during which he applied himself fully 
to the study of the 
Talmud and Poskim 
(codifiers). This period 
served as a good 
preparation for the 
great contribution 
which he himself was 
to make to this 
immense literature. 

After continuing his Torah
for several years, he left his father
house to make a home of his own, moving 
to Cracow. He was then appointed chief 
Rav of Potelych (Polish: Potylicz), near 
Rava, where he lived in great poverty. 
Later, he went to Poznań, where he 
remained for several years. Around 1641, 
he became Rav of the old community in the 
famed city of scholars, Ostrog, (or Ostroh), 
in Volhynia. There, the Taz established a 
famous Yeshiva, and was soon recognized 
as one of the great halachic authorities of 
his time. In Ostrog, the Taz
commentary on Rav Yosef Caro’s 
Aruch (Yoreh De’ah), which he published 
in Lublin in 1646. This commentary, 
known as the Turei Zohov 
Gold”), was accepted as one of the highest 
authorities on Jewish law. Thereafter, Rav 
Segal became known by the acronym of his 
work, the Taz. He accepted the position of 
Rav in a small town, a position he changed 
several times for other small towns. During 
this time he suffered poverty and want, and 
was stricken by other misfortunes also. 
Several of his children passed away in 
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infancy, but overall Rav Dovid 
enjoyed a peaceful period of teaching and 
writing. 

However, the Taz and his family had 
to flee the massacres of the Cossack 
insurrection under Bogdan Chmielnicki in 
1648–1649. They were fortunate enough to 
leave Ostrog before it was captured by the 
Cossacks. He also succeeded in saving his 
priceless manuscripts. Rav Segal went to 
Steinitz near Ostrau, M
remained for some time. Not happy in 
Moravia, he returned to Poland as soon as 
order was restored, where he was invited to 
become Rav of Lvov (Lemberg), and 
remained there for the rest of his life. In 
Lemberg, Rav Segal was appointed 
Din (head of the rabbinical court). When 
Rav Meir Sack, chief Rav
niftar in 1653, he succeeded him in this 
position as well. However, a cruel blow was 
struck at the aging Rav 
before his death, in the spring of 1664, he 
lost his two older sons, Rav Mordechai and 
Rav Shlomo HaLevi, who were murdered 
in a pogrom in Lemberg. His wife had 
passed away long before; now Rav Segal 
married the widow of her brother, Rav 
Shmuel Hirz, Rav of Pińczów. His third son 
from his first marriage, Rav Yeshaya, and 
his stepson, Rav Aryeh Leib, were the two 
Polish scholars who were sent 
by Rav Segal, or at least with his consent 
to Turkey in 1666 to investigate the claims 
of the pseudo-Messiah, Shabsai Tzvi.

Most of Rav Segal’s wor
published long after his 
Zohov was published by Shabsai Bass in 
Dyhernfurth in 1692. The work is subtitled 
Mogen Dovid (“Shield of Dovid”, after Rav 
Segal’s first name) in many editions. Both 
commentaries (Taz and Mogen
together with the main text, the 
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several other commentaries, and still hold 
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and Talmudic scholar who wrote a 
commentary on Orach Chaim, gave money 
to have it published together with the Taz. 
His wishes were never carried out, but his 
money was used to publish another of Rav 
Segal’s works, Divrei Dovid (“The Words of 
Dovid”), a super-commentary on Rashi 
(Dyhernfurth, 1690). Rav Segal also 
authored responsa which, though 
sometimes quoted from the manuscripts, 
were never published. He and Shabsai 
Kohen (the Shach) are among the greatest 
halachic authorities among the Acharonim. 
In 1683, the Council of Four Lands 
declared that the authority of the Taz 
should be considered greater than that of 
the Shach, but later the Shach gained more 
and more in authority. 


The Taz wrote about his personal 

tragedies in his commentary, the Turei 
Zohov (see comments to Orach Chaim, end 
of Siman 151, the laws of the shul). “In my 
youth, when I lived in the holy community 
of Cracow, my home and personal house of 
study where located above the shul (this is 
a frowned-upon location as indicated by 
the Shulchon Aruch, ibid) and I was greatly 
punished when my children died and I 
pointed to this as the cause of their 
untimely death.” Later, he was appointed 
as Rav of several cities, including Lwów.  

His commentary on the Shulchon 
Aruch was so well-respected and esteemed 
that many of the leading Rabbonim began 
to use his opinions, decisions and rulings 
as the basis for their own. This roused the 
ire of other Rabbonim such as Rav Shmuel 
Koidinover, mechaber of Birchas 
HaZevach, and Rav Gershon Ashkenazi, 
mechaber of Avodas HeGershuni, who felt 
that it was improper to rely on the 
decisions of such later authorities over 
deciding the case through the earlier works. 
They felt that the commentaries of the Taz 
and his contemporary Rav Shabsai Kohen, 
mechaber of the Shach, were full of errors 

and mistakes.  

Just as earlier in history, the 
Maharam Lublin had attacked the 
Shulchon Aruch and the Rema for what he 
saw as shortcomings, and was ignored, so 
were the attackers of the commentaries on 
Shulchon Aruch ignored. Their opinion was 
in the minority and the majority of the 
Rabbonim greatly respected and followed 
the rulings of the Shach and Taz to the 
point where today, no Rav can earn 
semicha without having studied and 
mastered their commentaries in addition to 
having studied and mastered the Shulchon 
Aruch and the Rema.  

As is well known, the Taz wrote a 
commentary on the Shulchan Aruch. He 
was a Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in the big city 
of Posen in Western Poland, but after a few 
years decided that he was not cut out for 
the Rabbinate. He decided to become 
anonymous by going to the town of Lvov in 
Eastern Poland, where nobody would 
recognize him and he would be able to 
learn in peace and quiet. After a few weeks 
in this town, someone came over to him in 
the shul and said, “Rabbeinu.” It turns out 
it was one of his former talmidim who 
happened to live in the town. He swore him 
to secrecy that he would not reveal who he 
was.  

After a few months, the Taz was 
resigned to find work to support his family. 
He found work in the slaughterhouse, 
skinning and cutting meat. A number of 
shailos came up in the plant. They 
happened to ask him if he knew what the 
din was and he paskened a few questions. 
Word got to the Rav of the town and he 
was very upset. He called in the Taz and 
decided to put him in cherem for 
paskening shailos instead of referring them 
to the Rav of Lvov. He could no longer 
learn in the shul but would have to stay in 
the booth where the guard sat. 

One time a young girl came with a 
question about a chicken to the Rav and 
the Rav paskened that it was not kosher. 



19 � Yisro / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

The girl ran out crying. The Taz, who was 
in the booth outside the shul saw her and 
asked her why she was crying. She said, 
“My mother is a widow and this means we 
will not have chicken for Shabbos.”  

The Taz looked at the chicken and 
said, “The chicken is kosher. Go and tell the 
Rav to look in Yoreh De’ah Siman 18 in the 
Taz, in footnote 8, and he will see that the 
chicken is in fact kosher.”  

The young girl went back into the 
shul and told the Rav. The Rav looked up 
the halocha and then realized that he had 
made a mistake; the chicken was in fact 
kosher. He asked the girl, “Who told you 
this information?”  

She replied, “The man sitting 
outside in the booth.”  

The Rav went outside and asked 
him, “How did you know that Taz?”  

“Because I am the Taz!” 

The Rav immediately called the 
entire town together and announced in the 
shul that he was stepping down as Rav and 
handing the reigns over to the Taz. The Taz 
accepted. The student, who had known the 
whole time of the Taz’s identity, asked his 
Rebbe, “Why did you reveal your identity 
and why are you accepting the position?”  

The Taz explained, “I really wanted 
to remain in hiding, but when I saw the 
tears and felt the pain of this yesoma 
(orphan), all my personal plans were no 
longer significant. I had to do something to 
prevent the pain and anguish to this poor 
family and any other poor family in the 
future.” 

Rav Yehoshua of Belz (whose 
Yahrzeit is 23rd of Shevat) used to relate 
the following story he had heard from his 

father [the Sar Sholom] about the Taz: 

Once, a woman who was having a 
very difficult time giving birth cried before 
the Taz to save her life and the baby.  

“What can I do to save you? Only 
this can I offer,” replied the Taz. “Because 
of the fact that today I answered a difficulty 
in the commentary of the Tosafos, I hereby 
give this merit to you!”  

As soon as he had spoken, she 
delivered the baby easily, without any 
further distress or difficulty. 

The Sar Sholom concluded that this 
is no wonder at all: because the Taz 
answered a difficulty, easing the 
understanding of the Tosafos, when he 
passed on that merit on to her, they eased 
her difficulty and just as easily did she give 
birth. (Cited in the name of the Rav of 
Vilkomin – Chemda Genuza II, p. 30) 

 

Not to Embarrass Another Jew 

The minhag of the Taz was always to 
recite Kiddush on Shabbos and Yom Tov 
from the siddur. He explained that besides 
the kedusha found in the osiyos (letters) 
themselves, it prevented the 
embarrassment of others. Many times the 
Taz found himself a guest among people 
who were ignorant and did not know to 
recite Kiddush by heart. The Taz sought 
ways to avoid embarrassing other Jews, 
and was sure that if he said Kiddush by 
heart, they would be embarrassed to recite 
Kiddush from a siddur. Therefore, he 
always said it from a siddur and 
encouraged others to follow his example. 
(Beis Rochel, Shaar Hachona, by Rav 
Naftoli Katz #34) 



Rav Shaul Rav Shaul Rav Shaul Rav Shaul benbenbenben    Elozor Brach of KashauElozor Brach of KashauElozor Brach of KashauElozor Brach of Kashau, , , , 22226666
tttthhhh    of of of of ShevatShevatShevatShevat    

The Berocha for the Yeshiva 

Rav Yisrael Ehrlich writes in his 
sefer Shaul Bechir Hashem the following, 

as he heard it from Rav Shaul Brach 
himself: 

Rav Shaul related how he traveled to 
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the Mittler Rebbe of Belz, Rav Yehoshua, in 
the winter.  

To this day, I myself do not 
comprehend all I experienced there,” 
he admitted and continued, “I 
entered the Rav’s room with my 
kvittel, and it was as if I was 
enshrouded in darkness. I felt, chas 
vesholom, as if I were blind; I could 
not see and I was struck by a great 
fear. The Rav came and held my 
hand and guided me to his table, and 
he took my kvittel and read it. He 
then began to describe my apartment 
in Mogendorf, where I served as Rav, 
and depicted each room with its 
dimensions, and where it was 
located, whether north or east and so 
on. He then calculated and related 
the dimensions of the adjoining Bais 
Medrash, how many trees were 
planted there and where they were 
situated. Afterward, the Belzer Rebbe 
blessed me that I should merit to 
have a Yeshiva with good talmidim.  

This, in fact, was what Rav Shaul left 
behind. He writes in his tzavo’a, printed in 
the sefer Tov Devorecha,  

And if someone will be present 
at the levaya who wishes to say a 
hesped, they should refrain from 
false grandiose titles like Tzaddik or 
Gaon. Rather, they may deliver the 
hesped and eulogize me that I 
merited to uphold and run a Yeshiva 
with upright students and talmidim 
hogunim, full of Yiras Shomayim 
and love of Torah who toil in it. I 
merited all this through the berocha 
of Geonim Moron Admor the holy 
Rav Yehoshua of Belz and the holy 
Gaon Rav Yechezkel Shraga of 
Shinova.  

(Admorei Belz, Volume II, p. 66–67) 

 

The Passing of the Belzer Rav and 

the final Berocha for Rav Shaul of 
Kashau 

On the 23rd of Shevat, in the year 
tov-reish-nun-dalet, Rav Yehoshua, the 
Mittler Belzer Rebbe, passed away. He had 
traveled to Vienna to seek the advice and 
care of the doctors and professors and was 
admitted there to the hospital. It was there 
that he was niftar and was brought back to 
Belz for burial. 

For Parshas Bo, Rav Shaul left 
Mogendorf, where he served as Rav, and 
traveled to Vienna to visit the Tzaddik, Rav 
Yehoshua, the Belzer Rav. This is one of 
the stories Rav Shaul related from that 
visit: 

“On Sunday, I heard that the 
Pressburger Rav, the Shevet HaSofer, was 
also in Vienna seeking medical advice and 
care, and so I went to visit him. During my 
visit, he expressed surprise that I had left 
my post as Rav and teacher to see the 
Rebbe.  

“‘How can you leave a public matter 
to see a Rebbe?’ he asked in astonishment.  

“At first, I replied that it says in 
Eruvin 13 that Rebbe said he was sharper 
than his fellow Rabbonim and he 
attributed this to having once seen Rav 
Meir from behind. I merited seeing the 
Belzer Rav face-to-face!  

“This did not appease him, and so I 
related a chiddush on Parshas Bo that I 
had heard from the Belzer Rebbe, Rav 
Yehoshua. The pasuk says, ‘In order that 
you relate to your son and grandson’ and 
concludes, ‘In order that you all know that I 
am Hashem’. Rav Yehoshua of Belz pointed 
out that the pasuk begins in singular and 
concludes in plural. He explained that the 
mitzva of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim, the 
mitzva to retell the story of the Exodus, 
which we fulfill through reading the 
Haggoda at the Pesach Seder, was already 
incumbent upon Bnei Yisrael to fulfill even 
in the very first year that it was 
commanded. However, only Moshe could 
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fulfill it because only his wife and sons were 
not exiled in Egypt. Because Moshe’s 
neshoma included all the souls of all of Klal 
Yisrael, he was able to fulfill the mitzva on 
behalf of them all. This is why the pasuk 
begins in singular, referring to Moshe, and 
concludes in plural; he fulfilled the mitzva 
for all of Klal Yisrael.  

“When I concluded, the Pressburger 
Rav turned to his attendant and told him 
that they must get ready to go and see the 
Belzer Rav!  

“When I entered the hospital room 
of Rav Yehoshua of Belz, he took my 
kvittel, gave me a berocha, sank into 
thought for a moment and then told me, 
‘Mogendorf Rav, hear now what I say to 
you: a person must be strong in his resolve 
to have bitochon in Hashem and never to 
give up hope, even when things are bad and 
the situation is a dire and difficult one. 
Even if a person is very sick with a serioius 
disease, and even if they take him to 
Vienna, and admit him to this hospital, and 
in this room and in this very bed – still, do 
not give up hope and do not despair, 
because you can recover fully with 
Hashem’s help, and become the Rav of a 
large town, and after that, become the Rav 
of a great city!’  

“The Rebbe’s words were a riddle to 
me, and a few days later he passed away. 
Several years passed and I became very 
sick. I was still the Rav in Mogendorf and 
the doctors urged me to seek medical 
attention in Vienna, whose expert doctors 
could help, because they could not 

diagnose my disease nor properly treat me. 
During the journey by train my situation 
worsened and I fainted. They took me and 
lay me down across the benches in one of 
the cars. As I lay unconscious, I heard a 
commotion and awoke. I saw sitting beside 
me a stranger in Chassidic attire who asked 
me, ‘Do you remember what the Belzer Rav 
told you in Vienna?’  

“When I arrived in Vienna, I was 
admitted to the same hospital as Rav 
Yehoshua had been. I was placed in the 
same room and even in the same exact bed 
he had previously occupied! It was then 
that I realized what the Tzaddik had meant, 
and I did not give up hope. Obviously, his 
berocha was effective and I left the hospital 
fully healed. The doctors, however, warned 
me not to strain myself; instead I should 
plant a garden, tend its flowers and play 
Shach [chess]. I listened to them and I 
played Shach and Taz and studied the 
Shulchon Aruch and all its commentaries!!!  

“Afterward, the rest of the Belzer 
Rav’s riddle unraveled, when I was 
appointed Rav of the great town of Kruly, 
and afterward as the Rav of Kashau, a great 
city in Hungary. At first, I was hesitant to 
take the post but when I sent a letter asking 
the new Belzer Rav if this was the 
fulfillment of his father’s berocha, he 
applied in the affirmative and said that I 
must accept.  

“I left Rumania and took up the position of 
Rav of the great city of Kashau, as the 
Tzaddik had blessed me in Vienna.” 
(Admorei Belz, Volume II, p. 67–69)

 

Asking for help in attracting as many signatures as possible for a petition to Lithuanian 
government officials in favor of preserving the Old Jewish Cemetery in Vilna, and against the 

construction of a convention center over the heart of the cemetery. 

This mitzvah of "meis mitzvah" (see below) is of paramount importance. It is urgent that we deal 
with it right away. Please sign (all the way at the bottom) and forward to as many people as possible.  

May we be zoche  b’ezras Hashem to avert this potential great travesty and tremendous chillul 
Hashem. 

Tizkeh  limitzvos! 

Editor 
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Dear Reader: 

We don’t ordinarily get involved in signing petitions, but this is a matter that cries out for 
protest against the massive desecration that is about to take place. I’m sure you know that the 
Lithuanian government has announced plans to build a new convention center over the Old Jewish 
Cemetery of Vilna. Although the Vilna Gaon’s remains were removed from the Old Jewish Cemetery, 
the remains of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Jews are still buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. These 
include the remains of some of the greatest rabboinim, Jewish martyrs, and pious women through the 
centuries, including Rav Moshe Rivkes (niftar 1671-2), author of the Be’er Ha-Golah on the Shulhan 
Arukh; Rav Zelmele (i.e. Rav Shlomo Zalman, niftar 1788), brother of Rav Chaim of Volozhin and 
favorite disciple of the Vilna Gaon; Rav Shmuel ben Rav Avigdor (nifta 1793), last Chief Rabbi of 
Vilna; Rav Avraham ben Ha-Gra (niftar 1809);  the Ger Zedek of Vilna (niftar 1749), whose remains 
were not removed from the Old Jewish cemetery (despite claims otherwise); and Traina (date of petira 
unknown), mother of the Vilna Gaon; Chana, first wife of the Vilna Gaon (niftar 1782); and Gitel, 
second wife of the Vilna Gaon, who apparently outlived the Gaon (precise date of petira is unknown). 
Virtually every Jew who died in Vilna before the year 1831 was, in fact, buried in the Old Jewish 
Cemetery.  

The petition does not call for the Lithuanian government to cancel plans for building a new 
convention center (funded largely by the EU). It simply asks that it be built at a different location in 
Vilnius – which can easily be done.  

A wonderful Vilna resident, Ruta Bloshtein, a shomer shabbos woman who bakes challah for 
members of the Vilna kehillah every erev Shabbos, has taken upon herself the responsibility of 
spearheading this write-in campaign. She started some three weeks ago and has about 2,000 
signatories so far. She needs at least 50,000 signatures; if she doesn’t get them it will be a Chillul Ha-
Shem even beyond the destruction of the Jewish cemetery itself. It will be a signal to the Lithuanian 
government that Jews neither care nor count. If she gets 50,000 signatures, the political authorities will 
have little choice but to take the petition into account before making any hasty decision. She needs, 
and deserves, our help. 

The two key Rabbonim in Lithuania today, Rav Krelin (Chief Rabbi of Lithuania) and  Rav 
Krinsky (head of Chabad) are among the first 250 signatories. It seems to me this is a case of  מת מצוה  in 
more ways than one. Sefer Chasidim, §261 (ed. Margulies, p. 225) reads:  

כגו שתראה שבני עיר� לומדי� , כגו שתראה מצוה בזויה או תורה שאי לה עוסקי�, אהוב ל� את המצוה הדומה למת מצוה שאי לה עוסקי�
כי , ותקבל שכר גדול כנגד כול�, אתה תלמד�, ופרק מי שמתו, וא� תראה שאי חוששי� ללמוד מועד קט. תלמוד סדר קדשי�, מועד וסדר נשי�

 .ה� דוגמת מת מצוה
You should love mitzvos that have similar status to that of an abandoned corpse that no one 

attends to (and whose burial is obligatory on whoever finds it). Should you see a mitzvah that is 
denigrated, or a portion of Torah that is neglected, make a point of [doing the mitzvah and] studying 
the Torah that is neglected. 

Should you see the members of your community studying the Order of Mo’ed [the laws of the 
Festivals] and the order of Nashim [the laws pertaining to women], to the neglect of the other Orders, 
make sure that you study the Order of Kodoshim [the laws pertaining to sacred matters relating to the 
Temple sacrifices and service]. Should you see that no one concerns himself with the study of the 
talmudic tractate Mo’ed Katan, or the talmudic chapter Mi Shemeso [the third chapter of tractate 
Berakhos], make sure that you study them. 

Your reward will be great, equal to that of all the others, for all these are samples of an 
abandoned corpse whose burial is obligatory on the one who finds it.   

All one needs to do is to click on the link below, fill out the electronic form, and electronically 
sign their name. Please forward to others, so that they too can participate in this mitzvah. It is not a 
time to stand idly by. 
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With prayers for the success of our cause.

https://www.change.org/p/hon
project


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos -

There are 7 qualities that 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur
 

As we have been publicizing, many 
HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem
kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a 
tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help arrange this for you.

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 
of the illustrious and distinguished 
HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning 
Klal Yisrael. 

  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  

מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
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r the success of our cause. 

https://www.change.org/p/hon-dalia-grybauskaite-please-move-new-vilnius-convention
project-away-from-the-old-jewish-cemetery


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

- Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him:

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

onger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any problem there 

knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again.

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything over the 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness

nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the 
Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, yeshuos

. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
for further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 

is week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim
of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the 

coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a special 

man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. Although he 

suffered terribly, he never uttered any complaints. May he be a 

Meilitz Yosher for his family and friends.

convention-center-

the Gate of Trust 

has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

to any problem there 

me again. 

who controls everything over the 

loving kindness more than the 



Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    

teach that learning the sefer Ohr HaChaim 
yeshuos and zera shel 

Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 

Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim in honor 
are this week. May the merit of the Ohr 

always intercede on behalf of 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  
ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי

א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 
 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
. Reb Shimon was a special 

man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. Although he 

suffered terribly, he never uttered any complaints. May he be a 

Meilitz Yosher for his family and friends. 


