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"But for the place that Hashem your G-d will choose, of all your 

tribes, to put His Name there, and you shall seek out His Divine 

Presence and you shall come to there." (From this week's Torah 

portion, Re'eh, Deuteronomy 12:5)   Time and again our Torah 

portion reminds us about 

the place of the Holy 

Temple, the place that G-

d chose: The Temple 

Mount. "You shall seek 

out His Divine Presence," 

says the Torah, "and you 

shall come to there." We are obligated to ascend to the Temple 

Mount. For there is no such thing as a wedding by correspondence.            

"I will be for you a G-d and you shall be for me a Nation," - from 

the Mount. From the place where everything connects: The 

Nation's body and its divine soul; the physical and the 

metaphysical. The Mount is the source of life; it is there that Israel 

becomes a living Nation: The Nation of Israel, truly alive and 

fulfilling its universal destiny.                                                          

Until the Six Day War in 1967, when the Mount was captive in 

foreign hands, the loving couple - G-d and the Nation of Israel - 

was forced to make due with long-distance correspondence. We 

had to suffice ourselves with prayer and anticipation. We drew 

fortitude and safeguarded our identity from the Mount and our 

expectation to return to it. And then, we miraculously returned to 

our Land. But from the moment that our Father returned the Mount 

to our hands and we continue to write letters from afar instead of 

uniting with Him, we are essentially declaring that we are not 

interested in a wedding and establishing a family. We have 

forgotten our destiny and have fallen in love with letter-writing.      

"He who controls the Mount controls the entire Land," wrote the 

famous poet Uri Tzvi Greenberg. The Temple Mount is like the 

heart in the body. When we abandoned it to the Hamas, we 

abandoned ourselves to the terror organization. The spiritual 

foundation for the solution to all of Israel's problems is on the 

Temple Mount.                                                                        

Shabbat Shalom,  Moshe Feiglin 

                                                                                                                          

 

Before you think that there was a typographical error in the name of 

this article, please understand that there was no mistake at all. I am 

going to help you GAIN weight… around 900 million pounds by 

Rosh Ha’Shanah… seriously! Since that is a lot of weight and Rosh 

Ha’Shanah is just 4 weeks away, we better get started right away.      

My weight gaining program begins with the acknowledgement that 

the Jew of today is much different than the Jew of 100 years ago. In 

no way at all am I referring to technology or modern conveniences 

since those things don’t interest me. After all, don’t fool yourself 

into thinking how advanced you are since in a few short years every 

one of your gadgets will be outdated, and totally useless. I am 

referring to something far greater than that and it’s called… The 

Rebirth of the Jewish Nation!                                                           

In 1916 – and even in 1926, ’36 and ’46 – the Jew was either totally 

alone or part of his/her local community. The communities (also 

called “kehillot”) served a very special purpose and their 

contribution to Jewish life was priceless but they had one major 

problem. Each kehilla was an independent entity and was totally 

disconnected to the kehilla in the bordering town. In many cases, 

even within the same city, there sprung up different and often 

opposing kehillot. Each Jew struggled to find himself a place in a 

kehilla where he could daven, teach his children and bond with 

like-minded Yidden. (Funny, that sounds like what is happening 

today…)                                                                                          

The Jewish communities of 80, 90 and 100 years ago were actually 

a result of the exile from Israel some 2,000 years before. Prior to 

the exile we had the Bet Ha’Mikdash, yes, but it’s what we didn’t 

have that I want to focus on. We didn’t have different styles of 

prayer. We didn’t look differently and we certainly didn’t have 

different customs where 5 Jews appeared to be following 5 

different religions.                                                                               

And do you know why? Because we were not individual Jews and 

we certainly were not broken into communities. We were one 

nation, under G-d, indivisible… sounds familiar? That used to be 

the Jews!!! We were known as the Jewish NATION, not the 

Chabad community or the Syrian community or the Lakewood 

kehilla etc… All Jews formed one solid block called Am Yisrael – 

the Nation of Israel. We had the Sanhedrin and the Davidic 

dynasty. We lived in Israel and came together – men, women and 

children – three times a year where we watched our brothers; the 
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Kohanim and Levi’im, perform their sacred tasks. We were really 

and truly B’nei Yisrael.                                                                   

And then came the galut; the exile. Because of our sins we were 

kicked out of Israel and dispersed throughout the world. The 

concept of “Am Yisrael” was put on hold and we became the Jews 

of Poland, the Jews of Spain and the Jews of Turkey. All of a 

sudden, terms like Ashkenazic, Sefardic and Chassidic entered the 

Jewish lexicon. Some of us waited 6 hours after meat while others 

were lucky enough to wait just one. Some Jews ate rice on Pesach 

while others did not. Our shofars looked different and our davening 

varied so greatly that if you ended up in the wrong shul, you didn’t 

know what to do!         This was the greatest punishment of the 

exile… that it broke apart our people so badly, we lost the concept 

of what a nation truly was. We focused our energy on ourselves and 

our “shtetle”. We built shuls, mikvas, yeshivas and chessed 

institutions (which followed our local customs, of course) and by 

doing so, we buried the dream of ever uniting and reawakening the 

giant called “Am Yisrael”.                                                                

This behavior continued for 2,000 years, soaring right into the 20th 

century. As stated previously, the Jews of 1916, ‘26, ’36 and ’46 

kept this going. Even as we experienced unspeakable horrors, we 

wept for the loss of our community. Oy, how we lost the great 

Jewish communities of Hungary and Poland. How terrible was the 

suffering of the Jews of Spain, Worms and Greece. It was always 

about the kehilla…                                                                           

And then a miracle, unprecedented in Jewish history! In 1948, still 

beaten and bruised from the inferno in Europe, came the rebirth of 

that concept that had been lost. The Jewish people, limping and 

bleeding, were given a gift from our Father in heaven… the return 

of Am Yisrael! The formation of the State of Israel was not simply 

a new country in the world… it was the fulfillment of a promise 

that Hashem would not abandon us forever. After all these years, 

He brought us back to our land and reignited the flame that had 

been extinguished, the flame of the Jewish Nation!                         

This is what is different today from 100 years ago. Today we are a 

nation! Baruch Hashem! Our job is now very straightforward: We 

must connect ourselves to that nation and no longer stay in our little 

comfort zone. Jewish history is being written today in Jerusalem 

and we must open our eyes to the gift we have received!                 

Rosh Ha’Shanah is just 4 weeks away and people are getting ready 

with Teshuva, Tefilla and Tzedaka – all important and vital things, 

but I want more! I want you to turn the words of this article into 

reality. Everyone reading this article needs to gain weight… the 

weight of the Jewish Nation must be added to you immediately! 

With approximately 6,000,000 Jews living in Israel (interesting 

number) at an average weight of 150 lbs, this means that there’s 

900 million lbs of the Jewish nation waiting to be added to you 

right now… and it’ll make you look great!                                    

You must add that weight before coming to the King of Kings on 

Rosh Ha’Shanah. The days of coming as “Shloime the Chassid” or 

“Ikey the Syrian” or “Devorah the Ashkenazi” are over! This year 

we must all come as one nation, based in Jerusalem, and proud of 

our unity. This year we are “Am Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael”… all 900 

million lbs of us… so hurry and gain that weight! 

 

                                                                                                             

The picture above was taken last week. Israeli citizens returning 

home after a tiring flight are allotted one passport check counter as 

they enter the country. (Visitors to Israel are allotted five).              

“Register for a biometric passport,” explain the airport workers.      

In other words, either let us mark you like animals and store your 

personal information in a database that will necessarily leak or we 

will keep you in line until you despair.                                              

The biometric issue is really part of the much larger issue of liberty. 

Liberty is like the air that we breathe. When it first becomes 

polluted, you don’t feel anything. When it is completely polluted, 

you simply die and nobody really cares. (In truth, more people die 

in Israel of pollution than from accidents or wars).                          

Our unspoken agreement with the State is that we deposit a bit of 

our liberty into its hands and receive security in exchange. A state 

will always be interested in convincing its citizens to surrender 

more and more of their liberty. Security will always – always – be 

the excuse.                                                                                          

The State of Israel was established on deep socialist foundations. It 

does not have the values that balance its gravitation toward 

dictatorship. Liberty in Israel is slowly but surely evaporating.          

True, our pictures already exist in government databases. We have 

been photographed for our army service and in the US, we are 

photographed every time we enter the country (they don’t dare 

photograph their citizens). But I have no choice in the army and I 

can choose not to visit the US.                                                         

Here in Israel, it is different. My country has decided to do what it 

pleases with my identity. But it is my picture – not yours. Many 

readers may think that there is no reason to make an issue of this. 

But this is precisely the stage at which we can still fight the air 

pollution.                                                                                           

If the State will offer you a small and fashionable bracelet that 

tracks your buying habits in exchange for a 20% discount on every 

purchase – will you go for it?  Most probably will.                          

And if they offer you a subcutaneous chip (yes, like dogs) in 

exchange for a 40% discount? Or an invisible electronic mark on 

your forehead for 60% off?                                                              

Or a blue number on your arm for 100%? 

The Zehut party will work long and hard to immediately nullify the 

biometric database (for which there is no real need) and replace it 

with smart IDs, which contain only basic information and cannot be 

forged.
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