
 

 

 

 

 
 

What stopped Yosef from the revenge? 

This week parsha describes how entire family of Yakov became united.  

Yosef’s brothers left the table where they ate and drank with Yosef, without even knowing that he was 

their brother. On the way home they are being stopped by the special guards of Yosef (who really 

were Efraim and Menashe) because silver goblet, which Yosef used to “see the truth”, disappeared. 

They began to search through all the bags, and found the goblet in Binyomin’s bag. The brothers knew 

that this was a fabrication.  

They tried to explain to the King (Yosef) that it was a mistake, and they were ready to become his 

slaves, just so he would let Binyomin return home. The brothers knew very well how it would affect 

their father if Binyomin would not return. But the king said that he didn’t need all of them to be his 

slaves; he’ll keep just the one who stole the cup--Binyomin. The brothers began to repent. They 

thought that Yosef didn’t understand them when they were speaking among each other, but he did. 

Yehuda was trying to explain Yosef that everything they said before was the truth and their father is 

very attached to Binyomin and if he would not come home, he would not be able to bear it.  

Yosef could not bear it anymore, and sent all Egyptians out, so the brothers would not be embarrassed 

when he revealed himself, and screamed: “I am Yosef, is my father still alive?” The brothers were so 

shocked, that they became speechless. They were scared….that now Yosef will use all his power to 

pay back for all the evil actions they had done against him. 

But Yosef was not planning to do anything to them; he said that it was the One in Heaven, Who sent 

him to Egypt, and it all was Divine plan.  

For us, simple people it’s hard to understand why Yosef would hold himself from using such 

opportunity to pay them back for something they really deserve. 

The following story will help us better understand it. 

Klosenberg Rav z”l lived through World War II in the concentration camp. One time, on Shabbos, one 

of the guards noticed that he didn’t come out to work. He went to the barrack and found the Rav z”l 

hiding and praying. He pulled him out from the hiding place and beat him with all his power.  He 

threw Rav on the ground and placed his boot over Rav’s face.   
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 -They say, that Jews are chosen nation, now show me how you are chosen!!” -shouted the enraged 

guard.   

-If you take away your boot, I will explain it to you,-said the Rav. The guard removed his boot, so the 

Rav was able to sit up. 

-Tell me,-said the Rav, --if I were in your place and you were in my place, do you think I would do to 

you the same what you did just now to me?! 

-Of course not, --said the Nazi. 

-That’s why…..that’s what makes us a chosen nation.  We don’t behave like everyone else!! 

And this is what Torah wants to teach us.  It is written by our sages, that Yosef made this whole 

incident with the goblet to check if the love of brothers was still there for one another, and once he 

saw it, he behaved himself like a real Jew is supposed to behave, a Jew from chosen nation!  

We are so mixed between other nations and constantly witnessing many things they do, that many of 

us are not even embarrassed to do it either. When Yosef Hatzadik was tested in the story of Potifar’s 

wife, the entire power of entire world for all the generation came to him in evil inclination and he was 

able to sustain this fight through the spiritual connection with his father Yakov.  

Today, no one will be able to claim that his evil inclination is bigger than Yosef’s Hatzadik and 

therefore it’s ok to do whatever he/she is doing. Every Jew is obligated to keep the values and 

standards written in Torah all the times, and not be undersold under no circumstances.  

Hashem send us to this world to withstand the tests. He is giving us test only because he is trusting us. 

Following this obligation will keep us a chosen nation and time will come we will receive reward for 

it! 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 
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