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He remembers the forgotten things - זוכר הנשכחות 
I begin writing by first praising you for your amazing parsha sheet 
that enhances our Shabbos, every Shabbos, and specifically from the 
light of Emunah [faith] that is pointed out in Tiv HaHashgacha as 
nothing happens by mistake, there is a reason for everything and 
everything is measured out and planned to even a hairsbreadth. 
I am pleased to present two stories of Hashgacha Pratis that 
happened to me on one Shabbos: 
First Story: I am privileged to serve in holiness as a gabbai for many 
years in a very large shul in the holy city of Yerushalayim. For several 
years, every Shabbos a young man approaches me before kriyas 
haTorah with a piece of paper. On one side is listed all the sick 
people that need a cure [refuah] and on the other side is listed the 
Jews held captive both in Israel and the rest of the world, so that I 
can make a Mi Shebeirach for them after reading the Torah. Right 
after laining the young man comes to me and takes the paper and 
files it with the previous papers. This Shabbos when I came home I 
realized that he did not take the sheet of paper back from me. I tried 
to find him at Seudah Shlishit but with all the commotion I did not 
find him. After Shabbos I took the sheet from my Shabbos tallis bag 
and put it in my weekday tallis bag so that I could give it to him 
during the week as the responsibility for it bothered me very much. 
On Sunday I travelled to Meron to daven by the kever of Rebbe 
Shimon bar Yochai. As I was leaving I met a good friend who was in 
Canada and he pleaded with me: “Go now to the kever of the 
daughter buried in Tzefat and say Tehillim for my brother who has 
been in prison for several years and he is innocent, and today they 
are finally reaching a judgment in his case!!!” He finished his request 
and the conversation ended. 
I immediately went to Tzefat to fulfill his request, but I could not 
remember his brother’s name and I had no way to contact him for it. 
I decided that the daughter would know and I would at least try. At 
the kever after saying Tehillim and I was about to say a Mi 
Shebeirach for the brother I remembered that I still had the sheet 
with the names in my tallis bag, I took it out and I found his name on 
the list. 
Second Story: After Seudas Shabbos we were anxiously waiting for 
dessert. In the meantime, we sang for an additional ten minutes to 
fill the time. Eventually, cut fruit was brought out instead of the ice 
cream that we had bought. My daughter, who was a little upset, told 
me, ‘Abba [Father], we tried to scoop out the ice cream for five 
minutes but it was frozen solid and we could not cut into it at all.” 
Suddenly, my six-year-old grandson came in and said: “Look! The 
package is marked ‘Dairy’ [chalavi, milchig]!!!”                        .ב.ש.ה       
 

Hearken Heaven-Let the earth hear הארץ ותשמע-האזינו השמים  
Moreinu HaRav shlit”a relates that a man went into one of the 
great ones of the generation and asked that he should earn a 
livelihood and it should come easily. The Gadol replied: ‘The 
best segula for this is learning Torah and keeping mitzvos, for 
through learning Torah and keeping mitzvos one merits all the 
blessings and segulos. 
And so we see in our parsha which begins with  האזינו השמים'

 Hearken O heavens, and I will‘ – ואדברה ותשמע הארץ אמרי פי'
speak, and may the earth hear the words of my mouth.’ Rashi 
HaKadosh explains: ‘He called the heavens and the earth as 
witnesses against them, if Israel will be meritorious, the 
witnesses will come and give Israel’s reward. The vine will yield 
its fruit, and the earth will yield its produce, and the heavens will 
give their dew. And if Israel will be found guilty, the hand of the 
witnesses will be the first against them; He will restrain the 
heavens, and there will be no rain, and the ground will not yield 
its produce.’ We see that the blessing is dependent on Torah 
and good deeds as Rashi states that the heavens and the earth 
are ‘trusted witnesses’ for HaKadosh Baruch Hu, that they testify 
about each and every individual according to his ways and 
deeds, and if the person is meritorious then they will bring the 
abundance and the blessing, and if chas v’shalom the person 
does not walk in the way of the Torah, the witnesses will come 
and testify against him and fulfill ‘the hand of the witnesses will 
be the first against him’, and the blessing will not be found in his 
money and his deeds. 
We are now passing through the Yomim Noraim during which 
we have been praying and begging for our lives. We have 
repented with complete Teshuva and we have regretted our 
deeds, the hidden ones and the revealed ones, as we have 
recited in are Tefillos, ‘the hidden ones to Hashem, our G-d, and 
the revealed ones to ourselves and our children’. And if a person 
says ‘who will testify against me?’ the Gemara has already 
responded to this: ‘The stones and the beams of the house of 
the person will testify against him’, and here we see that the 
heavens and the earth also testify against us, and Maran HaRav 
Chaim Volozhin wrote in the name of the Ariza”l HaKadosh that 
it is better for a person to live in a house that has windows 
opening to heaven so that he can gaze through them, and 
especially if he can see the wonders of Yisbarach in heaven and 
earth, as the posuk states (Tehillim 8:4)  כי אראה שמיך מעשה

 When I behold Your heavens, the work of Your – אצבעותיך
fingers. And so, if a person does not see blessing in his 
handiwork, he should examine his deeds and do Teshuva, and 
then since he hears the voice of Hashem Yisbarach, the 
witnesses, that is the heavens and the earth, will come and 
spread great abundance from the dew of the heaven to the 
fullness of the earth.                                 – Tiv HaTorah – Ha’azinu 

 



 

 

 בענין מעלת תפילת הש"ץ וחובת הזהירות בה
The virtue and obligation of the Tefillah of the Shliach Tzibbur 

 
)לב:ג(כי שם ה' אקרא הבו גדל לאלקינו:   

When I call out the Name of Hashem, ascribe greatness to our G-d. 
(32:3)  
Rashi explains: When I call out and mention the Name of Hashem, you 
ascribe greatness to our G-d and bless His Name. From here, the Rabbis 
said, that we respond ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו – “Blessed is the Name of 
the glory of His Kingdom” after a blessing in the Beis HaMikdash. 
With this, the Torah instructs us to sanctify our Creator when we 
mention His Specific Name, and in the Beis HaMikdash we fulfill this 
mitzvah by responding ברוך שם כבוד, however, we also fulfill this 
mitzvah by responding 'ברוך הוא וברוך שמו' – ‘Blessed is He and blessed 
is His Name’ when the Shliach Tzibbur mentions the Specific Name in his 
Tefillah. There is a great virtue in this mitzvah which is not found in any 
other mitzvah, for the truth of the matter is that the honor of Heaven is 
increased from the very fulfillment of His mitzvos. The principle of the 
matter is that when we listen to His commands it is for His honor, 
however, notwithstanding all this the honor is a result of our actions, 
for in practice we are not involved in His honor, rather, since our actions 
are done in order to fulfill His will, His Name is made greater by itself. 
However, with this mitzvah we are literally honoring Hashem Yisbarach. 
It is a great merit for us that ordinary human beings merit to honor the 
King of all Kings. 
Because of our many sins there are people that walk among us who for 
some reason are not aware of the great merit that fell in their laps, and 
it is not enough that they are not paying attention to the words of the 
Shliach Tzibbur so they can answer אמן וברוך שמו, but they add sin to 
their transgression, and at that time they are talking and discussing 
their matters one with another. This is a great contempt for the honor 
of Heaven, and it is not for naught that we see how Maran, the Bais 
Yosef expresses this in Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 124:7) about 
someone who transgresses this halachah: One should not talk about 
mundane matters when the Shliach Tzibbur is repeating the Tefillah, 
and if one talks he is a sinner, and his sin is too great to bear, and he is 
rebuked because of it. There is no other sin for which he uses such 
sharp words as these his sin is too great to bear! It is difficult for 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to bear his sin, and the reason for this is for there 
is no other sin aside from this one that impairs the honor of Heaven to 
this extent, for as we have stated with this mitzvah we fulfill in practice 
the Honor of Heaven, as opposed to the other mitzvos where the Honor 
of Heaven is a result of them. 
Aside from the seriousness of this sin, these people are suffering a great 
loss because the Tefillah of the Shliach Tzibbur is a very great power, 
and see the words of the Gr”a on that which is brought down in the 
Gemara (Berachos 32b) Rebbe Chama the son of Rebbe Chanina said: If 
a person sees that he has prayed and has not been answered, he should 
go back and pray again, as it is stated (Tehillim 27:14):  קוה אל ה' חזק

 Hope to Hashem, strengthen yourself and He will‘ – ואמץ לבך וקוה אל ה'
give you courage, and hope to Hashem.’ The gist of his words is that the 
intent of Rebbe Chama the son of Rebbe Chanina is the repetition of the 
Shliach Tzibbur. Sometimes even after a person has focused on his 
Tefillah and he has asked for mercy for all his needs and those of his 
family, for whatever reason and for some flaw his Tefillah has not gone 
up properly. His correction is that he has to concentrate to the Tefillah 
of the Shliach Tzibbur who is repeating all the requests, and he has to 
answer אמן to every bracha, and then he is guaranteed to see salvation, 
for the power of the repetition of the Shliach Tzibbur is great and even 
a person who ordinarily Heaven would not fulfill the requests of his 
heart is answered through this. 
  
  

The things are well understood by way of the hidden Torah, for 
through this it emerges that the repetition by the Shliach 
Tzibbur is more important than the silent Tefillah, for the 
Tefillah of the individual is whispered because people are 
afraid lest the accusers prosecute him and those outer forces 
will grab his Tefillah. However, the Tefillah of the Shliach 
Tzibbur, because of its great validity can be said out loud and 
we are not concerned about external forces. Since this is so, 
the words can be spoken by the Shliach Tzibbur, for the truth 
of the matter is that everyone is obligated to daven every 
shemona esrei twice, however, the first one each individual 
has to daven to himself since he is afraid of the accusers it is 
not possible to say it aloud, and it is not possible for the 
Shliach Tzibbur to intend to exempt every congregant with his 
Tefillah. However, since the Tefillah of the Shliach Tzibbur is 
very powerful, and we are not concerned with external forces 
and accusers, we are able to say it out loud, and automatically 
the Shliach Tzibbur can exempt every one of their obligation. It 
emerges from these words the importance of the Tefillah of 
the Shliach Tzibbur and since the power is so great it is 
understood how we merit to be answered through it. 
From here the person understands how serious it is to do 
things when the Shliach Tzibbur is repeating his Tefillah and he 
is talking to his friend. Aside from that which impairs the Honor 
of Heaven, he is also making his Tefillah deficient, for as has 
been stated every individual is obligated to daven twice, and 
not only has he not heard the Tefillah of the Shliach Tzibbur it 
is as if he has only davened half a Tefillah, and additionally he 
is ruining salvation that comes from the power of his Tefillah. 
According to my way of thinking, this is one of the reasons why 
we find a plague of poverty amongst us, as is brought by the 
Ariza”l, for although the study of Torah is equivalent to 
everything, however, in order to arouse the abundance down 
below, it is not possible except with the power of prayer. 
Behold in our day there are a number of people who denigrate 
the Tefillah of the Shliach Tzibbur and were it not for that 
which we have already mentioned that this reduces the power 
the great and mighty power. It should be that each and every 
individual should elicit a response to his requests, and since he 
denigrates it he reduces the abundance, for is there anyone 
who can say that it is fitting that he be answered based only on 
the power of his personal Tefillah? In general, there is no man 
who has done good and has not sinned, and every sin causes 
divisions, and surely we should be getting the lion’s portion of 
our prayer, and if people were as stringent as they should be 
and they concentrated on the words spoken by the Shliach 
Tzibbur the blessing would be found by them. 
This is the thing that the middle Admor of Lubavitch zy”a, the 
son of HaRav HaKadosh, the Ba’al HaTanya zy”a wrote in the 
holy letter: All the accusers both Above and below against our 
livelihood and sustenance, all comes about because of talking 
during the Tefillah of the Tzibbur. This was stated because we 
have lost the lion of the Tefillah, and since this is so the 
abundance has been diminished that without this Tefillah we 
would not see it brought down at all. 
Therefore, it is incumbent upon us to accustom ourselves to 
listen and concentrate well on the Tefillah of the Shliach 
Tzibbur, and in this merit Hashem Yisbarach will help us, and 
by extension we will merit through it all of our needs, and the 
bracha will be found in our handiwork.        


