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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition

from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha

without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that

if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the

Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each

week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Yom Kippur

YOM KIPPUR 5778

LESSONS FROM YOM KIPPUR OFFERINGS

Yom Kippur is a time of introspection, a time when we have to think about our relationship with

Hashem and with  His  613  mitzvoth.  While  our  focus must  be  on improving ourselves  in  all  the

mitzvoth, perhaps we can derive a lesson from the offerings of the day regarding some of the things

we should be focusing on. The first offering of the day is the bull brought by the Kohen Gadol. The

bull serves as an allusion to the chet haegel. The egel was made the Aharon the Kohen Gadol, so the

bull is therefore offered by the Kohen Gadol.

What was going through the mind of Bnei Yisrael when they made and worshipped the Golden Calf?

Did the Jewish people really believe, G-d forbid, that Hakadosh Baruch Hu was no longer? Certainly

not. However they were convinced that Moshe Rabenu was no longer alive. Moshe to them was the

housing for the Shechina, and they now needed another tangible place to house the Shechina. The

idea itself is not so preposterous, after all Hashem had commanded Moshe to make Keruvim for the

Shechina. Why then was Hashem so angry with them? The reason is because it's not up to them to

dictate to Hashem where He must house His Divine Presence. There is no must with Hashem, He is

the reason for all reasons.

Perhaps had this been their only error they wouldn't have been punished so severely, however there

was another issue here. Before Moshe Rabenu went up to Har Sinai he left clear instructions that if

there's anything they need in his absence they should consult with Aharon and Chur. This means, that
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if they thought Moshe was no longer alive, they should have asked Aharon and Chur what they should

now do. They either would have answered using their Torah wisdom, or perhaps Aharon who was a

prophet would have spoken directly to Hashem and asked. Instead of coming and asking, they dictate

to them - the pasuk says and they gathered "al Aharon". To describe their approaching Aharon, the

pasuk would have read "el Aharon". "Al Aharon" implies that they felt above him.

We have a tradition that they went and killed Chur. Thus, the second sin of the chet haegel was

rather  than asking  the  Rabbanim, they  told  them what  they wanted.  Many often won't  go  to  a

particular Rav who is too machmir or another who is too meikel. We shouldn't be telling Rabbanim

what to say, we should be listening to them. Many years ago there was a dispute between the Chief

Rabbinate and the government, the Jerusalem Post did a survey asking certain government officials

what they thought the role of the Chief Rabbinate should be. One of the people interviewed was my

father z"l. My father answered that we can't tell the Rabbanim what to do, we must heed their words.

The people, rather than consulting with Aharon and Chur, tried to tell them what to do.

The next offering is the seir, the goat, this serves as a reminder of the sale of Yosef. When Yosef was

sold, we read that the brothers slaughtered a goat and dipped his fine garment in the blood. The

offering of the goat therefore atones for the sale of Yosef. Why did the holy tribes want to kil their

brother, and in the end sold him into slavery. Perhaps they assumed that he wanted to become the

leader of  Klal  Yisrael.  After all,  their great-grandfather Avraham had two sons and only one was

chosen to continue the tradition - Yitzchak and not Yishmael. Then their grandfather Yitzchak had two

sons Yaakov and Esav. Yaakov was chosen to continue the tradition and not Esav. They felt that Yosef

was posing a threat. They were wrong, Yosef had no such plans.

On Yom Kippur there's also a ketores offering which is atonement for loshon hara. Certainly the saga

of Yosef and his brothers was filled with loshon hara on both sides.

Perhaps Yom Kippur is a time when, among other things, we should place emphasis on these two

areas. We must consult with and listen to Rabbanim, and we must be careful when it comes to loshon

hara. This is the essence of Yom Kippur.

I would like to wish everyone a gemar chasima tova.
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