
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
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ְׁשֵּתי ֹתִרים אֹו־ְׁשֵני ְבֵני־יֹוָנה ַלד'    [5:7]  
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Two turtledoves or two young doves for Hashem 
The Ibn Ezra explains why it is that two birds are necessary to provide a substitute for 
one animal.  With an animal chattos (sin offering), there are inner limbs and fats that are 
burned on the altar.  As this is not the case with a bird, an additional bird for an oloh, 
which is burnt entirely on the altar, serves in place of the animal's innards.  In relation 
to this, the sefer Mekor Boruch recounts an occasion when its author, Rav Nochum 
Boruch Ginsberg, visited the Meshech Chochmo (Rav Meir Simcha haKohen of Dvinsk) 
and found him in an exceptionally buoyant mood.  Rav Meir explained that, only 
moments before Rav Nochum Boruch’s arrival, he had conceived a particularly insightful 
chiddush (novel Torah thought) and had then dozed off.  In his sleep, he observed great 
rabbis of the past sitting in Gan Eden and discussing the regrettable dearth of chiddushim 
being produced on earth.  At this point, the Rashba (Spain 1235-1310) announced that 
in the town of Dvinsk there was a rov who had produced a chiddush that was greater 
than his own.  Then, Rav Meir Simcha awoke.  He proceeded to tell Rav Nochum Boruch 
about his Torah-thought.  The Gemoro in Maseches Chullin [22a] states that the bird 
brought as an oloh can only be offered up in the daytime.  This seems obvious as we 
learn from a possuk in Parshas Tzav that all korbonos must be offered up only by day.  
Yet, the Gemoro answers that we might have thought that the oloh-bird is an exception 
to this rule.  The Rashba wrote that he did not understand this answer and sought to 
reinterpret the Gemoro.  Rav Meir Simcha explained that, as the only reason for the 
oloh-bird is to provide a replacement for the usual animal limbs and such limbs could be, 
and were, burnt all night long in the Beis haMikdosh, we might well have thought that 
the same permission should apply to the oloh-bird. 

 
On your every offering shall you bring salt 

If all korbonos (offerings) require salt, why does the Torah specifically mention this in the context of the korban minchah?  The Belzer 

Rebbe, Rav Yissachar Dov zt"l explains by reference to the two altars in the Mishkan.  The copper mizbei’ach in the courtyard was used 

for the animal offerings and was mechaper (atoned) for the aveiros (sins) of our guf (body).  The golden mizbei’ach, which was inside the 

Mishkan, was intended to be mechaper for the damage that we cause to our neshomo (soul).  On this mizbei’ach they offered the sweet-

smelling ketores, which the Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [43b] says is an aroma from which the neshomo has pleasure.  Salt is derived 

from water.  Water connects heaven and earth as there are both heavenly waters and earthly waters.  Our task in this world is to connect 

shomayim (heaven) and oretz (earth).  This is why, the Rebbe observes, we place salt on our dining table.  Our table is a mizbei'ach and 

on it we combine heaven and earth by indulging in the most mundane and worldly activity of eating le’shem shomayim (for the sake of 

heaven).  The salt reminds us that the point of our eating is to have the strength and energy with which to serve Hashem.  The  … page 2 
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He shall offer it willingly before Hashem 

The Medrash relates a story of an ox whose owner wanted to offer 

it as a korban (offering).  However, regardless of the number of 

people that the owner gathered around to help him drag the ox to 

the Beis haMikdash, the animal stood its ground and would not be 

moved.  Then along came a poor man with a single blade of grass in 

his hand.  He wafted it in the direction of the ox's nose, which 

caused the animal to sneeze, dislodging a needle stuck in its throat 

in the process.  After this, the ox went along quite willingly to be 

offered up in the Beis haMikdash.  In his sefer Chinuch Malchusi, 

Rav Mordechai Hominer writes, “Do you know what would have 

happened had they somehow taken the ox by force and shechted it 

for a korban?  They would have found the needle in the throat and 

it would have been a treifo!  The fact that they did not manage to 

force the ox and that the poor person was able to resolve the 

problem meant that ultimately the animal was able to go of its own 

volition and it then became a beautiful korban to Hashem”.  Rav 

Hominer quotes in the name of the Pardes Yosef that this is the 

meaning of our possuk.  If a person wishes their korban to be tomim 

– complete and perfect, then it must be “lirtzono", that is with the 

animal's free will.  Only then will it be elevated before Hashem.  

Similarly, says Rav Hominer, when it comes to the chinuch 

(education) of our children, this must be approached from the 

perspective of engaging their willing participation.  Our task is to 

encourage them and help remove any obstacles in their path, thus 

paving the way for their progress and advancement in Torah and 

mitzvos.  To approach this through coercion or force, risks – chas 

vesholom – producing a treifo. 
 

… minchah offering was comprised of flour, a most 
earthly substance, and levona, which is a spice used in the 

ketores.  Therefore, the minchah, more so than any 
other korban, combined the dual atonements of body 
and soul in its ceremony.  The message of the Torah is 
that the salt on our tables constitutes a perpetual 
reminder that all our avodah (toil) in this world should 
be for the sake of elevating earthly physicality to a 
higher, heavenly realm.  In answer to our original 
question about salt, the sefer Melo ho'Omer offers a 
different and illuminating insight.  As the korbonos are 
designed to rectify and cleanse the elements in the 
world profaned by the sinner's acts, they include 
components of each of the four elements of existence.  
These are identified by Chazal as domem, tzome’ach, 
chai and medaber, which equate with mineral, 
vegetable, animal and human, respectively.  Thus, in 
almost every offering, and to achieve complete 
atonement, there is salt (mineral), olive oil and wine 
(vegetable), the animal and the kohein (human), who 
is involved directly in the process.  However, as the 
minchah offering lacks the animal element, we might 
have thought that the salt was also not required. This 
is why the Torah juxtaposes the need always to include 
salt with the details of the minchah.  Of course, as 
many observe, the animal element, so to speak, in the 
minchah can be viewed as the poor person, who gives 
of his very self for the sake of the korban. 
 

 ַיְקִריב ֹאתֹו ִלְרֹצנֹו ִלְפֵני ד' [1:3]
 
 
 

 
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

 

We are all familiar with the minhag to 
distribute ma’os chitin (charitable funds) 

before Pesach to satisfy the requirement of 
having matzos. What if the poor wish to have 

matzos with all the hiddurim and chumros which 
make them very expensive?  The tzibbur in such 
circumstances is possibly not obligated to fund 
the extra expense.  Yet, if the poor person is a 
ben Torah or always bought such matzos then 

there is an obligation. However, these days 
when the minhag is to raise money for all the 
needs of Pesach and not just for matzos, the 

poor must be provided for in an 
honourable and generous fashion, 

just like distinguished and more 
fortunate people. 

 

Piskei Teshuvos 
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