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ותטמא הארץ ואפקד עונה עליה, ותקא “ 18:25,26
הארץ את ישביה. ושמרתם אתם את חקתי ואת 
 ”משפטי ולא תעשו מכל התועבת האלה
“The Land became contaminated and I recalled its 

iniquity upon it; and the Land disgorged its inhabitants.  But you 
shall safeguard My decrees and My judgments, and not commit any 
of these abominations.”  The nation of Kna’an sullied the holy Land 
of Eretz Yisroel with their abominable acts.  The Torah tells us that 
the Land of Eretz Yisroel disgorged them from the Land, never to 
return.  The Torah then warns Klal Yisroel that they shall safeguard 
all of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s decrees and judgments, and not commit 
any of the abominations that the Kna’anim did.  If the only reason 
that the Kna’anim were thrown out of the Land was because of their 
abominable acts, then why does Hakodosh Boruch Hu tell Klal Yisroel 
here that they will heed all of His commands?  The Torah should 
have just said that Klal Yisroel should not act in the same manner as 
the Kna’anim, performing acts of abomination, and therefore they 
will not meet the same fate.  The following Divrei Torah will expound 
on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 
paragraph. 
ולא תקיא הארץ אתכם בטמאכם אותה “ 18:29 – אהל יעקב 
 There was a wealthy person who – ”כאשר קאה את הגוי אשר לפניכם
wanted his only child to have a “brother”, and a companion, so he 
brought into his home an orphan.  His son learned together with this 
orphan, and played with him.   The orphan became a Ben Bayis, a 
permanent household guest, by the home of this wealthy individual.  
After the orphan became complacent, he began to disrespect his 
teacher.  Instead of going with the son of the wealthy man to the 
teacher, he began to take strolls in the beautiful gardens and 
orchards of the wealthy man.  When word got back to the wealthy 
man of the orphans actions, he immediately had him pack his bags 
and sent him out of his home.  A short time after that occurred, the 
wealthy man’s son began to take his studies lightly, and began to do 
what his old friend, the orphan, had done.  Instead of going to the 
teacher, he would go and wander around in the gardens.  When the 
wealthy man was apprised about what was occurring with his son, 
he called in his son, and beat him with a stick.  After the man calmed 
down, about an hour later, the son went to speak to his father.  He 
said that he did not understand why he was treated so harshly and 
was beaten, while when his friend the orphan did those very same 
actions, he was sent away and not beaten.  Why wasn’t he just sent 
away as his friend was?  His father explained to him that he only 
allowed the orphan to stay in his home and be part of his household 
as long as he followed his will and his rules.  Once he no longer 
followed them, he no longer wanted him as part of his household, 
and banished him from the house.  However, you are my son, how 
can I expel you from my home?  That is why I beat you, so that you 
will hopefully come around and follow my will, so that you can 
succeed in life.  Know that other nations of the world performed 
abominable acts in the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel, and were therefore 
thrown out of the land.  They are not Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 
children, and once they do not follow the rules, they are expelled.  
However, Klal Yisroel are the children of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  If Klal 
Yisroel perform abominable acts, or for that matter perform any 
sins, not only may they be temporarily expelled from the Holy Land, 
but they will also be harshly punished.  That is why the Torah says 
that Klal Yisroel should heed the Mitzvos of Hashem.    
כל המצוה אשר אנכי מצוך היום “ Devorim 8:1 – בן איש חי 

ותטמא הארץ ואפקד “ Vayikra 18:25 – ”תשמרון לעשות למען תחיון
הותקא הארץ את ישבי, עונה עליה ” – One who is physically strong and 

healthy can eat all foods and all drinks, and will not be harmed by 
them.  He does not need to measure his intake, rather he can take it 
all in without having to fear any negative effects.  If it will happen to 
this person that he will eat foods which are inherently bad for him, 
and will eat so excessively to the point that he can no longer 
function, everything he puts in his mouth he vomits.  He then takes 
medicine and is healed from this sickness, however, he is never the 
same again.  He must always refrain from eating in excess those 

foods which caused him harm.  He must be very careful for if he is 
not, it is easy for his sickness to return where he will reject 
everything he puts in his mouth.  The same is true with Eretz Yisroel.  
There were those on the land who continuously abused the Land by 
performing immoral acts while living in the Holy Land.  It got to a 
point where they were disgorged from the Land.  Now that they 
were disgorged from the Land, it is very easy for another to be 
disgorged.  The Torah warns Klal Yisroel that the Land can no longer 
taker immorality and abominations, so they better make sure to 
heed all of the Mitzvos of the Torah.  Why didn’t Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu just create a new land which would be holy, instead on taking the 
land away from the seven nations?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted 
Klal Yisroel to see that the seven nations of the world were 
expunged from the land due to their abominations.  They should 
know that the Land is holy, and they must always act in the 
appropriate manner.  “ כל המצוה אשר אנכי מצוך היום תשמרון לעשות

 ,Klal Yisroel must heed “all” of the Mitzvos of the Torah – ”למען תחיון
for the Land already dealt with previous sins and abomination, and 
cannot tolerate any more of it.   
שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   The Torah – ”ותטמא הארץ“ 18:25 – 
describes the effect that sin has upon the Land of Israel.  On account 
of the sins of murder and Zenus, adultery and illicit relationships, the 
Land will be stricken, and its relationship to its inhabitants will be 
ruined.  Due to the excess Zenus, the punishment will reach its peak, 
and the Land will spew out its inhabitants.  The Tumah, impurity, 
that the people have, causes the Land to become Tamei as well.  The 
Zenus that they do, caused the Land to become a Zonah.  The acts of 
the people have a direct effect on the Land they reside on.   
Generally, this relationship of man to land applies everywhere on 
earth.  The entire earth is called אדמה, from the ground, and as its 
name implies, it is the basis of man’s development.  The first rain in 
the world is delayed until the creation of man.  At the dawn of 
history, of man and earth, the bounty of the land depends on the 
moral level of man.  Since the land is אדמה, it is cursed because of 
man (Bereishis 3:17).  In the times of Noach, we see that the 
corruption of mankind, drags everything living down into this way of 
corruption; all is to be destroyed by the destruction of man, who 
corrupted his ways on earth.  This is the relationship that exists 
between man’s behavior and the earth as a whole.  However, 
Hashem has a established a much closer relationship between Klal 
Yisroel and its land, Eretz Yisroel.  Both have been chosen to be 
instruments for the moral rebirth of mankind.  Just as Klal Yisroel is 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s people, so too its land is Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu’s land (Yirmiyah 2:7 – “ארצי” – “My Land”).  From the time that 
Avrohom was chosen and the land was chosen for him, the Land of 
Israel has not tolerated the corruption of its inhabitants.  It is for the 
fulfillment of Hashem’s Will by men of purity that each seedling 
grows, each flower blossoms, the sun shines, and the dew provides 
moisture.  In man’s perfection and moral freedom, the Land also 
finds perfection.  As long as sin in confined to individuals, those 
individuals will be eliminated by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  But if sin and 
transgression becomes the rule rather than the exception – and are 
excused and even sanctioned by the people, then the land has 
become antithetical to the Torah and its beliefs and there will be 
many who will be disgorged from the Land.   
י"רש   Let“ – ”ולא תקיא הארץ אתכם בטמאכם אתה“ 18:28 – 
not the Land vomit you out for having made it impure.”  This can be 
compared to the son of a king whom they fed something repulsive 
which cannot remain in his stomach, but rather he vomits it out.  
Similarly, the Land of Eretz Yisroel does not keep those who 
transgress; Targum Onkelos uses the word, “תרוקן” – a Loshon of 
emptying, because the Land empties itself of them by expelling 
them.  
“ 18:28 - שפתי חכמים  בטמאכם  ולא תקיא הארץ אתכם

 This Posuk could have been read that this is an assurance for – ”אתה
Klal Yisroel, that although the previous nations were expelled from 
the Land, Klal Yisroel would  not be expelled.  Rashi comes to tell us 
explicitly that this is not the meaning of the Posuk, rather this Posuk 
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is a threat, that don’t let the Land vomit you out, as in the Moshol 
with the son of the king, for if you do not follow the Rotzon Hashem, 
that is what will occur.  
 ”ולא תקיא הארץ אתכם בטמאכם אתה“ 18:28 - משך חכמה 
– While Rashi tells us that it is like one who cannot keep his food 
down, there are times that one gets accustomed to something, and 
then he may be able to keep even that which is bad down.  This is 
why the Torah prefaces this with saying that the previous nation 
sinned much, and we do not see that the Land became accustomed 
to the sins.  Despite their constant sins, the Land spit them out and 
will do the same to Klal Yisroel if they act that way, for the Land is 
inherently incapable of accepting this type of behavior.  
ן"רמב   Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”ותטמא הארץ“ 18:25 - 
created everything, but He vested power over the lower realms in 
the upper realms, meaning that there are Malachim, angels, in the 
Heavens which have power over certain earthly matters.  He placed 
in authority over each and every nation a particular star or 
constellation, as is known in the study of astrology.  He placed a 
ministering angel over each constellation, and these ministering 
angels, Malachim, are also called kings over their nations.  Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu is the G-d of the powers and the Lord of the Lords for the 
whole world.  Regarding the Land of Israel, the center of the 
habitation of the world, the “heritage of Hashem”, which is specially 
designated for His Name – He did not place a captain, ruler or officer 
from among the Malachim to rule over it.  He designated the Land of 
Israel as an inheritance to His people who affirm the Oneness of His 
Name, who are the descendants of the Avos, the ones who loved 
Him.  Shemos 19:5 “ עמים כי לי כל הארץוהייתם לי סגלה מכל ה ” – “And 
you shall be to Me the most beloved treasure of all peoples, for 
Mine is the entire world.”  Klal Yisroel and Eretz Yisroel are under the 
direct dominion of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Immorality in this Land is 
not tolerated, and those who do are expelled from the Land.  The 
Torah warns Klal Yisroel that they are Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s nation, 
and they must heed all the Mitzvos of the Torah, for they are His 
nation.   
“ 18:25 – מעין בית השואבה  , ותטמא הארץ ואפקד עונה עליה

הותקא הארץ את ישבי ” – Man comes from the earth, specifically the 
earth of Eretz Yisroel (Bereishis Rabbah 14:8).  Although the land of 
all parts of the earth may appear to the naked eye to be the same 
from all locations, the land of Eretz Yisroel is distinctive from all the 
other lands of the entire world.  We know that all that grows from 
the land of Eretz Yisroel has distinctive Kedusha, as there are special 
laws that are connected to that which grows from the Land, such as 
Terumah, Ma’aser, Shemitah, and Yovel – as the Gemara in Kesubos 
111a says that there is something special about the land of Eretz 
Yisroel.  Kesubos 110b – All who reside in the land of Eretz Yisroel is 
as if he has a G-d, while regarding all those who do not live in Eretz 
Yisroel, it is as if they do not have a G-d.  What is the meaning of this 
Gemara?  Can it be that one who does not live in Eretz Yisroel is as if 
he does not have a G-d?  We know that the Talmud Bavli, and the 
Geonim lived in Bavel, which is outside Eretz Yisroel.  Can it be said it 
was if they did not have a G-d?  This can be explained with a 
comparison to the human body that has many bones and sinews.  If 
one were to look at the brain of a person, he would see flesh that is 
a tangle of different parts of the body running through it.  One could 
not discern that it is there, in the brain, which is the source of all the 
other parts of the body in intellect, for the brain is what gets all the 
other parts of the body to move and do what it needs to.  It is in the 
brain where the thoughts of a person are conceived.  So too the holy 
land of Eretz Yisroel is like the brain of all the other lands of the 
world.   Just as the Neshama of a person is a part of Hashem from 
Above, which is blown into the Guf of a person, so too did Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu place this Kedusha in the land of Eretz Yisroel.  Therefore, 
it is easily understood that one who is Mekadesh himself and stands 
in the holy land of Eretz Yisroel, it is as if he has a distinctive 
connection with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  He who does not reside in 
the land of Eretz Yisroel is missing that Kesher, that connection.  The 
Gemara says, “כאילו אין לו אלוק” – “It is as if he does not have a G-d” 

 this person living outside of Eretz Yisroel is missing this ”לו“ –
connection “לו” – him, this person is missing the connection with the 
G-d of Eretz Yisroel.  Since this person is missing that connection 
with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Gemara says it is as if he serves 
Avodah Zara – meaning that he is serving Hashem, but he is like a 
stranger that does not have that connection with Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu.  Now, that we are exiled from our Land, even one who lives in 
Eretz Yisroel does not have that connection, for the Land does not 
have that same Kedusha now that we were exiled.  This will be until 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu will have mercy on us, and bring the Geulah 
Shlaima, in our days.   

“ Parshas Emor - 2:4 – ויחי יוסף  כדי , עשה רצונו כרצונך

 Bava Basra 10a – When Klal Yisroel fulfill the – ”שיעשה רצונך כרצונו
Rotzon Hashem, they are called children of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 
and when they do not fulfill His Will, they are called his Avodim, His 
slaves.  What is the meaning of this Gemara?  How can they be 
called slaves if they do not follow His Will – slaves as well follow 
their Master’s will?  The Gemara does not say that they don’t follow 
the “command” of their master, rather it says they don’t follow His 
Will.  That means that they do follow all of the actual commands of 
their Master, yet they do not follow His Will.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
wants us to do more than to just follow the Torah.  We must make 
ourselves holy with that which is permitted to us.  We must go 
above and beyond our actual obligations to Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 
demonstrate that we truly love Him.  This is the Rotzon of Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu.  When we fulfill that Rotzon, we are His children.  
However, when we do not, and we only fulfill our actual obligations, 
then we are considered as His slaves.  We must make our Rotzon His 
Rotzon; we must perform actions in a way that we will make 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu proud of us.   

“ – Bereishis 15:8-13 – דברי ישראל  ' במה אדע כי אירשנה וכו

 With what will I know“ – ”ידוע תדע כי גר יהיה זרעך בארץ לא להם
that I am to inherit it…Know with certainly that your offspring will be 
strangers in a land not their own.”  The word, “ארץ”, land, is a 
Loshon of “רצון”, will, as it says in Bereishis Rabbah 5:8.  Pirkei Avos - 
2:4 “ כדי שיעשה רצונך כרצונו, עשה רצונו כרצונך  – ”בארץ לא להם“ – ”
with Rotzon that is not their own.  One should nullify his Rotzon to 
the Rotzon of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  “ היהכי גר י ” – One should see 
himself as a stranger, as the Gemara in Pesachim 86b says that when 
one is a guest (stranger) he must listen to everything the Ba’al 
Habayis says.  One should not have his own will, rather one should 
follow the Will of his Master, Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  This is the 
Zechus that Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu that his 
progeny would be Zoche to the holy land of Eretz Yisroel.  It is in the 
Zechus of nullifying their will to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that they are 
Zoche to inherit the land of Eretz Yisroel.   

 – ”ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע“ Bereishis 28:10 – שפת אמת 
“Yaakov departed from Be’er Sheva.”  Parshas Vayeitzai does not 
contain any paragraph breaks, alluding to the following thought: 
Although Yaakov Avinu physically left the land of Eretz Yisroel; he 
never severed his emotional ties with it.  His heart and mind were in 
Eretz Yisroel from the time he left until he returned.  His eyes were 
focused on the future of when he would return to Eretz Yisroel.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah tells Klal 
Yisroel that we must heed all of the Mitzvos of the Torah, and not 
just to refrain from Zenus.  The land of Eretz Yisroel is Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu’s land, which He gave to Klal Yisroel.  There is a special 
Kedusha to the land, which is not complete now that we sinned and 
were exiled from our Land.  Our not having the Land the way we 
should have it, with a Bais Hamikdash on it, hinders our relationship 
with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, for it is through the great holy Land of 
Eretz Yisroel we can be completely bound together – have a distinct 
special relationship with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  We must connect 
our Rotzon with the Rotzon of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and make it one.  
May we be Zoche to see the great glory of our, and Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu’s Land, be restored with the coming of Moshiach,  במהרה

 .בימינו אמן


