
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ת דבריםפרש  – “UNITED BUT DIFFERENT” 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְרֲחכֶ  יְלַבד   אֶאש   הֵאיכ   ַשֲאכֶ  םט  '(ב' י)א םיְבכֶ ְור   םּוַמַֽ  
 

 

How can I alone carry your arguments, your burdens and your quarrels 
 

This Possuk speaks of the traits of Klal Yisroel that do not allow for them to easily accept 
the opinion or judgment of their leaders. In many Shuls this Possuk is read by the Baal 
Korey in the tune of Eicha because of the sad consequences that these Middos can 
cause. Indeed, the whole Churban only came about because Klal Yisroel were unwilling 
to accept the word of their leader Moshe from Hashem about Eretz Yisroel. Since they 
cried upon hearing the report from the Meraglim – Hashem decreed that there was 
going to be a Churban. 

Harav Tzvi Kushlevski explains however, that there is another side to this coin. It is in 
fact an advantage for Klal Yisroel to have these characteristics, as we will explain. 

The Maharal was widely accepted as a holy and respected figure by all elements of 
society in his day, even by the christian community. Once a priest approached him and 
asked him, “How is it that you Jews can call yourselves ‘the chosen nation’ and ‘the 
distinguished nation’?” 

He continued, “I have a congregation of 1000 members. They are all live peacefully 
together; there are never any arguments or disagreements about our religious lives. 
Whereas, with you Jews, I hear all the time of more and more disagreements between 
each other! And you call yourselves ‘the chosen nation’???” 

The Maharal answered him with a Moshol. 

Imagine a herd of sheep that are all grazing grass together in a field. Sometimes you will 
see a single sheep that will start to move to another part of the field and all the rest of 
the sheep will look up and follow. That sheep is not their leader necessarily but the 
sheep are happy to follow it all the same. 

Compare that to a herd of lions. Firstly, each lion is in its own space – they don’t all 
graze together. Woe to the lion that enters a different lion’s space! Each lion is like a 
king over its own and will fight to protect his space. 

“Your congregation are as simple as sheep,” the Maharal told the priest. “They are 
happy to go along with the flow; it doesn’t bother them at all what someone else might 
be doing and they don’t care if it’s right or it’s wrong. So, of course they all live 
peacefully and without disagreements.” 

“However, we Jews are like lions, like kings. Each Yid has their individuality and personal 
kingship. Obviously, there are going to be fierce disagreements and a wide variety of 
ways of thinking. Indeed, we are ‘the chosen nation’ - a nation of lions. What you see as 
a problem with us, is actually one of our strengths.”  

Rav Kushlevski explains that the very same traits that cause Klal Yisroel to be difficult to 
their leaders and to complain are the same traits that point to their uniqueness and 
their individuality. 

However, here lies the challenge; every Yid must learn how to strike the right balance. 
On the one hand individualism and variety should be encouraged; but relentless arguing 
and disrespect must be rejected.  

As we look to mourn yet another Tisha Ba’av in this long and bitter Golus let us 
internalise this message. We should remain staunch in our individual Kingship but we 
should equally uphold great respect for others and especially for the Gedoley Hador, 
our leaders.  

We simply can’t last out much longer in this Golus; we must become united despite our 
differences. 

 


