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Now You Know 
The Torah spent a great deal of time 
on the lives of Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov and went into detail on even 
the sibling rivalries of their children. 

The last of these led to our going 
down to Egypt, where we would be 
enslaved in fulfillment of the promise 
HaShem gave to Avraham. 

Despite the fact that we were there 

for hundreds of years, and that the 
cruelty of the Egyptians rivaled the 
Nazis, the Torah spends almost no 
time discussing what happened to us! 

No sooner does the Torah mention 

that we were treated harshly than we 
learn about Moshe and his efforts to 
free the Jewish People and bring them 
out of bondage. 

The Torah will again spend a lot of 
time and words describing the 
plagues G-d wrought on the Egyptians 
in retribution. So why doesn’t the 
slavery get more coverage? 

The precious lesson is that despite 
what happens to you in life, you 
should not dwell on it or complain. 

HaShem is keeping track and as we 
see that the Egyptians were punished 

for each specific way they mistreated 
the Jews, it’s clear He doesn’t miss a 
thing. So, go on with life and leave the 
worrying about your suffering to Him. 

No one likes a complainer, and it 

won’t get you anywhere anyway. ☺ 

Thought of the week: 
We assign things value by how 
much of our life we are willing 
to spend for them. 

(Z:A TWMw) „...DAM DAMB WMCEYW WBRYW WCRwYW WRP LARsY YNBW‰ 
“And the children of Israel multiplied, swarmed and grew exceedingly…”(Exodus 1:7) 
Once the generation of the sons of Yaakov ended, the Jews began a rapid growth and 
expansion, to the point where they filled and overtook the land of Egypt. No sooner had 
they begun to grow than the Egyptians established laws against them and were repulsed 
by them. What happened? 

The use of the word “Vayishretzu,” meaning they swarmed, is enlightening. It is an 
uncomplimentary word, bringing to mind images of ‘shratzim,’ creeping, slithering things. 
Rashi quotes the Midrash that they had six babies at every birth, similar to animals that 
birth a litter. However, it wasn’t the fact that their population grew so much that was the 
problem. If there were a sudden explosion of wise, caring, charitable people in the world, 
no one would complain. It would be a welcome revolution. This, then, was not the case. 

The Sforno provides a fascinating insight. He says the people were like ‘shratzim.’ How? 
“She’ratzim l’b’air shachas,” they were running to the well of destruction; to the Abyss. This 
is a phrase recited at the completion of a mesechta, when we thank HaShem for making us 
different and having a different value system than average people. We say, “We run, and 
they run. We run to eternal life in the World to Come and they run to the well of 
destruction.” 

What happened after the generation of Yosef died, those who’d grown up living in the world 
as strangers, just here temporarily on their way to be with HaShem for eternity, was that 
the children of Israel began to focus on this world. They became landlords in Egypt, says 
the Midrash, and they began to establish themselves in all aspects of society without 
regard to the temporary nature of this world. 

That was a problem and HaShem, in His limitless kindness, sent people to remind us who 
we are and who we are supposed to be. The purpose of Egypt and our other suffering 
through the ages is to make us cry out to G-d, recognizing that He is our source of healing, 
salvation and success. 

When we come close to Him, and behave as those who are focused on the World to Come 
- understanding the fleeting benefit of enjoying life simply for enjoyment’s sake - then the 
world will not be able to get enough of us. 

A wealthy Jewish businessman from India was traveling through Europe and heard about the 
saintly leader of European Jewry, the Chofetz Chaim.  He made his way to Radin and was 
shocked to see that this great man lived in a humble little city. Even more shocking to him was 
the Chofetz Chaim’s home.  Upon entering the small house, the rich man could not contain his 
amazement at the sparse furnishings.   

“I don’t understand,” he cried out.  “You are the leader of the Jews in Europe and you live like 
this?!  Where is all your furniture?”  With a smile, the Chofetz Chaim asked the visitor, “And 
where is YOUR furniture?” 

“I am merely passing through this town,” replied the fellow.  “I don’t carry my furniture with me.” 

“Ah,” nodded the great sage.  “I too am merely passing through this world.  My primary home is 
with My Father in Heaven.  That is why I have very little furniture with me on this journey.” 

In Monsey there is a convent. One day, one of the nuns stopped a passerby and asked, “Where is 
the Rabbi? We miss him.” The man was unsure who she meant so he asked for clarification. 

“Many Jewish people pass here each day,” she said. “Most ignore us. But there was one rabbi who 
always smiled and said “Good morning” as he passed.”  

It turned out that it was R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky z”l, and people like that are appreciated by everyone. 
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By his grandson,  

Yehudah Zev Grabie and family 
who were so inspired by his 

gentleness and avodas HaShem. 
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By his family who are still influenced by 
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