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“Gift = The Value” –   "שווה = מתנה"
My wife went to the trouble of buying my mother a vegetable cutter 
as a special gift that she herself uses this unique model in our home. 
It took several days of searching to get it at a good price as the price 
changed from day to day since it is only sold by direct marketing. She 
then nicely gift-wrapped it and sent me to deliver the present. I 
brought the gift to my mother along with a nice note. My mother 
thanked me wholeheartedly but in my heart, I knew quite well that it 
would gather dust in the attic as was happening to an electric slicer 
and other new gadgets. Not five minutes passed when a guest 
arrived from overseas to visit my mother. She saw the gift open on 
the kitchen table and she burst out enthusiastically, “Where did you 
get this vegetable cutter? I have been looking for this model for a 
long time and I have not been able to find it!!! Do you know what 
you can do with it???” While she was speaking, she enthusiastically 
described the model and all the things it could do which caused my 
mother to be happy and excited with the gift she had just received. I 
was happy that company arrived at the just when she received the 
gift and before she would have put it in the attic for a long time.  

   מ.ר.    

* ~ * ~ * ~ * 
In our large community, a lecturer was appointed to speak to the 
men and we even have a woman lecturer appointed to speak to the 
women. I convinced my lecturer to speak about various life issues 
and we also established a weekly Torah class. Before Succos the 
lecturer decided to not teach our regular schedule and instead 
requested that we learn about the joy of the holiday and its essence. 
In the class, we spent much time on the importance of the obligation 
to remain happy while dealing with difficult situations and untimely 
events that appear unexpectedly and yet one must remain happy. 
The class was long and very detailed. 
Why do I tell you this long introduction? Because on the holiday of 
Succos I was informed of the passing of my grandfather who was not 
only my beloved grandfather but also a Rav and a man who brought 
every Jew close to him with his personality. The news hit me hard, 
but, I then remembered the class that I had attended a few days 
before and as if I were pulling a tool out of a toolbox that Hashem 
had prepared for me before the holiday, the complete faith that 
made it possible for me and my family to continue and rejoice in the 
Simcha of the Festival as is the will of Hashem, and not allow the 
dark bitterness and worry rule over me and my family. 

 ר.ג.
 

And Avram descended to Egypt –  אברם מצרימהוירד  
A difficult question can be raised against Avraham Avinu, why 
did he descend to sojourn in Egypt? Was he not the greatest 
believer in HaKadosh Baruch Hu? How is it possible that just 
because there was a famine in the land, for the sake of food he 
descended to Egypt? Did he not know that HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
is the provider and sustainer, and it is in His hand to give him 
bread even if he remained in the Land of Canaan? 
The truth is that Avraham certainly knew this, and not only this 
that he was the greatest believer, he even taught his faith to the 
other nations of the world so that they knew as well and they 
believed in HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Rather, there was a different 
intent with this test, Avraham Avinu was entirely involved in 
publicizing the Name of Hashem in the world, however, in the 
Land of Canaan the people were not available to hear the words 
of faith because there was a famine, as Chaza”l say, ‘poverty 
removes a person from thinking about his Maker’. Once 
Avraham Avinu saw that he could not spread his influence in the 
Land of Canaan now, so he decided to move to the Land of 
Egypt where there was no famine. The posuk presents itself for 
this interpretation (12:10) ' וירד אברם מצרימה לגור שם כי כבד

 ,And Avram descended to Egypt to sojourn there‘ – הרעב בארץ'
for the famine was severe in the land’, only ‘in the land’ was 
there famine, therefore, there was nothing for him to do there, 
as his whole life was devoted to instilling faith in humanity, and 
if it was not possible to work on publicizing His Great Name, 
then Avraham Avinu did not have anything to do in this place, 
therefore, he decided to move to Egypt where there was no 
famine, with the hope that he would be able to continue to turn 
souls to HaKadosh Baruch Hu over there. 
‘We are believers, sons of believers’ and every one of us has 
faith in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, but the question that can be asked 
is, to what purpose do we use this faith? If a Jew believes that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu will send him his livelihood or another 
salvation that he might need, certainly this is faith and it is a 
very important matter, however, it is much more important if a 
Jew takes this faith that is in his heart and publicizes it and 
spreads it to the masses in general, and he teaches more and 
more people what is faith, and not only this, but the Jew must 
know that this is his life in the world, so much so that if he finds 
himself in a place that he is not able to spread the Name of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and to strengthen people with faith, then 
he senses and knows that he can do no more in that place, 
literally as if there is a famine and there is nothing to eat! 
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ההתבודדות והדרך לזכות בה תועלת  

 The Benefit of Seclusion and the Way to Earn It 

 
ויאמר ה' אל אברם לך לך מארצך וממולדתך ומבית אביך אל הארץ 

)יב:א(אשר אראך:   

Hashem said to Avram, “Go for yourself from your land, from your 
birthplace, and from your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. (12:1) 
With this statement Avraham Avinu is commanded to uproot 
himself from his place, and the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh poses his 
famous question: Once it says ‘from your land’ it is not necessary to 
say ‘from your birthplace’ for when he leaves his land isn’t he also 
leaving his birthplace? Similarly, we can ask, once he is told to go 
‘from your birthplace’ why is he told ‘from your father’s house’ for 
once he is commanded to distance himself from his birthplace then 
his father’s house is included, what is the Torah adding by stating 
‘from your father’s house’? See there how the Ohr HaChaim 
answers in his own way. 
There is a famous statement of the Bais Midrash of Rebbe Yishmael 
on the posuk (Yirmiyah 23:29):  הלוא כה דברי כאש נאם ה' וכפטיש

 Behold, My word is like fire, the word of Hashem, and - יפוצץ סלע 
like a hammer that shatters a rock. Just as this hammer emits many 
sparks when it strikes the rock, so too, each and every saying that 
emerges from the mouth of HaKadosh Baruch Hu divides into 
several reasons, therefore, we are given permission to interpret the 
words in various ways and I too, will explain the words in our own 
way. 
First, I will begin with the statement of Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai in 
the Zohar HaKadosh (Section 3 149b): Whoever says that a story in 
the Torah is only coming to teach regarding that story is missing the 
point. R’ Shimon concludes that if the Torah is trying to tell a 
personal story there are many nicer and more appropriate stories 
to tell than these, rather, this proves that these stories were not 
written except to teach us the ways in the service of Hashem. 
This topic is very clearly seen in the questions of the Ohr HaChaim 
HaKadosh, for if these things were just ordinary stories then 
certainly events would not have been mentioned out of order, 
rather, this proves that the Torah wanted to teach us a specific way 
in the service of Hashem, something that we would not have 
understood except in the way it was written, so it is incumbent on 
us to understand the intent of the Torah with this. 
Behold, this directive is the first statement that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu told Avraham after He made Himself known to him and He told 
him ‘I am the Master of the Palace’ as explained in the Midrashim 
of Chaza”l, He revealed Himself to him and let him know that He is 
the Master of the World. Once Avraham Avinu was made aware 
who is the Master of the World, HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted to 
teach him how to attain more and more of his greatness and his 
loftiness. Therefore, he earned this statement, and with it was 
revealed the path that he needed to take, and He told him that in 
order to prepare himself for this, he had to separate himself from 
everything happening in this world, for these things were blocking 
and impeding his elevation in the service of his Creator, and this is 
the intention of the statement ‘go forth from your land’ as he had 
to leave all the matters of this world in order to come to the 
category of ‘the land that I will show you’ that he will reach the 
world of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and this is the entire purpose of 
coming into this world.    
 

And so, Avraham and all the forefathers after him fulfilled this 
directive and for this reason they became shepherds, as Rebbe 
Avraham the son of the Rambam wrote in his sefer ‘Hamaspik 
L’Ovdei Hashem’ (Sha’ar HaHisbodedos) that this was for two 
reasons, one – that their minds should be clear to think about 
Hashem Yisbarach, for as a shepherd – this profession is not taxing 
on the mind of a person and leaves him ample opportunity to think 
holy thoughts. The second reason is that shepherds graze their 
flocks far from the city, a place where it is possible to be secluded 
with Hashem Yisbarach. 
Behold, the Torah is eternal, and since this is so we can say that this 
directive was not told just to Avraham, rather to his descendants as 
well, for this is the purpose of man in his world, and as the 
Ramcha”l wrote (in the beginning of Mesillas Yesharim), the basis 
for piety and the root of complete service is that the person choose 
and truly understand what his purpose is in the world. That is, the 
inner service of the person, is to seclude himself and contemplate 
about his purpose on the earth, however, if a person does not set 
aside time for this, he will not arrive at this purpose, as a person is 
involved with his needs and the needs of his household all day long 
and all his thoughts are directed to his livelihood and how he will 
support them. If he does not set aside some time to think about 
why he came to the world he will then not recognize his purpose 
and by the way, he will not fulfill his obligation in this world. 
However, for people like us, it is not relevant to teach about 
seclusion without teaching how to do this. This is the function of 
the words ‘from your land, and from your birthplace, and from your 
father’s house’ to teach how we can open our minds and how we 
can set aside time to be alone and to elevate through this. This can 
only happen when one clears his mind of all thoughts except those 
pertaining to the purpose of the service, and this should be done by 
degree. To start, a person should accustom himself to ignore all 
matters relating to his country, ignore all current events, as the 
Inclination exerts much effort on getting the person involved and 
interested in all the nonsense that has no substance, from 
everything happening across the country, first of all, the Torah 
addresses this with the expression of ‘from your land’. Once a 
person accustoms himself to this he then should separate himself 
from the things that are closer to him, things that are happening in 
his locale, his city, his neighborhood, for in regard to these things as 
well, the truth of the matter is that he has no business in many of 
the things that are happening in his neighborhood and he is only 
interested out of curiosity, and this is the intent of the Torah with 
the words ‘from your birthplace’. When a person has accustomed 
himself to this, he should then work on himself to not be distracted 
by things going on around him that serve him no purpose and this is 
referred to by the Torah as ‘from your father’s house’ and these are 
the relatives that are closest to him literally like brothers, that when 
they speak about mundane things he should not be interested, and 
when he earns all this he will then easily understand what his 
purpose is in the world. 
Once a person accustoms himself to not being interested in things 
that have no purpose for him, he will certainly come to realize that 
the purpose is to only think about things that have a purpose, and 
since this is so, even if he is involved in mundane matters to earn a 
livelihood, surely he will set aside time to think about his purpose in 
the world, and through this he will merit to elevate higher and 
higher in Torah and service.     
 


