
 
 

Washing Hands 
 
When wiping one’s hands after washing (e.g. for Challah), must the towel 

be dry? 
The towel does not have to be perfectly dry; however, if it is wet to such 

a degree that wiping one’s hands on it will cause water to be squeezed 
out, it may not be used.  

 
May one cover their negel vasser / netilas yadayim water with a towel?  
In general, one may not cover a bowl of water with a cloth, since the cloth 

night fall in and get wet, and one may come to squeeze it out. Towels 
may be used to cover the water, since people generally do not mind if 
they become wet; however, any other type of cloth that one would mind 
if it is wet, should not be used unless it was designated specifically as a 
cover for the water, in which case it may be used. 

 
Lechem Mishna and Challah 

 
Is it permissible to separate loaves of Challah that became attached during 

baking? 
Yes, it is permissible to separate them and they are still considered fit for 

Lechem Mishna.  
 
 
Is there a minimum amount of Challah that should be eaten after the 

Brachah of Hamotzi is made? 
One should eat a K’zayis of Challah within four minutes. Note: a K’zayis 

of Challah is equal to 1 fl. oz. by volume. 
 
 
Which of the two Challohs should one cut on Friday night? 
On Friday night, the bottom Challah should be cut. Some have a custom 

to raise the lower Challah and bring it closer to oneself, so that it should 
not appear that the top Challah is being passed over.  This is different 
than the way we cut on other occasions, including Shabbos day and at 
Seudas Shlishis, and all Yom Tov meals, when we cut the top Challah. 

 
    


