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)א, א( "אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל ישראל"  
“These are the words that Moshe spoke 
to all Israel”  
 
Shabbos Chazon opens our eyes.  “Chazon” is one 
of the terms for prophecy.  Within the exile, lies 
redemption.  True, our Beis Hamikdash was 
destroyed – but only until (not including) its 
foundation.  The foundation was untouched.  
“Destroy!  Destroy!  To its very foundation.”1  
Anything that a person attains though tears, 
pleading, longings and yearnings – cannot be 
destroyed – it is his for eternity.  The stones 
can be destroyed – but never the soul.2 
 
 

 בכי של תקוה
Cry of Hope 

 
The most painful thing for a Jew is distance 
from Hashem – distance from the source of 
life.  There is no Jew for whom this is not painful.  
Our crying on Tisha B’Av is a crying of 
longing. 
 
We cry to Hashem to be with us – for us finally to 
be connected to Him.  For if we are not, we 
connect to other things.   
 
We cry to Hashem that we want an inner 
connection – to feel, in our hearts, love and awe 
of Hashem. 
 
We cry to Hashem that we want emuna.  
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Every moment of life is a war for emuna.  Any 
thought that we have that something is 
negative, not good for us, that something bad 
happened to us -  is a lack of emuna. 
 
We cry to Hashem that we want to have emuna 
in the power of prayer, to have emuna that, 
through prayer, we can resolve every problem - 
there is no problem in the world that cannot 
be solved through prayer!  To know that there 
is no salvation in the world that cannot be 
achieved through prayer!  To know that there is 
no difficulty in the world that cannot be 
overcome through prayer! 
 
We cry over our souls – Divine souls that were 
hewn from exceptionally high spiritual realms, 
literally a portion of the Divine from above, and 
were lowered to such low places, trapped inside 
bodies like these that are full of illicit desires and 
lowly aspirations.  How long can an exalted soul 
stumble after silliness and banality?  How long 
can the yetzer hora seduce such a holy soul with 
the trivialities of this world?  The heart of the 
soul reaches a breaking point and it screams, “I 
cannot take this anymore.  This is not what I am 
lacking.  This is not what I want.  I am missing 
the bond with HKB”H.  I am missing spirituality, 
not materialism.” 
 
HKB”H does not punish us.  Whatever HKB”H 
does is corrective, not punitive.  The Beis 
Hamikdash was destroyed – yet, specifically from 



pg. 2  דברים  פרשת  
 

within that terrifying concealment, we 
strengthen our desires and longings, yearning to 
connect to Hashem in a genuine manner, an 
inner connection. 
 
“Alas – she sits in solitude.”3  Eicha (איכה) can 
also be read as ayeka (ַאֶיָּכה), “Where are You, 
Father?”  How can I continue to live without 
feeling You?  The cry of Eicha is not one of 
concealment – it is a scream of searching.  It is 
the eternal scream of a Jew who wants the flavor 
of life, who wants meaning in life, who wants 
light in life.  Where are You, Father?  Where can I 
find You?  The answer lies in the rest of the 
pasuk, “sits in solitude (בדד).”  Sit alone; conduct 
hisbodedus (התבודדות) - that is how we form a 
personal bond with Hashem.  When a Jew has 
troubles – it is only because he does not feel 
Hashem.  A person thinks that he has this 
particular problem or that issue – his only 
problem is that Hashem is not found in his 
heart.  If a person feels bad, it is because, to 
some extent, he has forsaken Hashem.  Our 
entire issue in life is constantly to remember 
that Hashem is with us and to guard that 
bond.  Only this fills our souls and makes us 
happy.  Any joy from anywhere else (we all draw 
enjoyment from this world because we are not 
ascetics) is only okay if it is connected with our 
bond to Hashem.  If it is connected to that bond – 
it too receives vitality.  However, if it is detached 
– while a person does receive some pleasure and 
fun and feels that it is good for him – ultimately, 
it will leave him feeling empty.  Anything that a 
person does that is unrelated to his bond with 
Hashem is not a part of service of Hashem.  
Therefore, it conceals Hashem’s light from him. 
 
Our entire lives are continual persistence – 
through incessant hardships and challenges.  
They are constant.  At one moment, we 
experience Hashem – and a moment later, the 
body overpowers us.  This is exactly what 
happened to the Jewish people.  After the great 
elevation of receiving the Torah, they fell into the 
matter of the Golden Calf to try to permit 
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adultery.  Life is full of straits and difficulties.  It 
is so in every Jewish home.  Every moment 
contains straits, challenges, endurances.  “All her 
pursuers overtook (literally, acquired) her in 
narrow straits.”4  There are also acquisitions, 
attainments, achievements – not only straits.  All 
of the straits are vessels to spiritual 
achievement.  Every challenge is an amazing 
receptacle to come closer to Hashem. 
 
In the midst of the suffering, constrictions 
and straits – we reveal Hashem’s compassion.  
We reveal the kindness within the harsh 
judgments.  HKB”H’s greatest kindness is that He 
created judgment.  What would the world look 
like if it were entirely kindness?  We would treat 
chesed as automatic, as if it was owed to us – 
there would be nothing else.  Instead, in the 
midst of the suffering, Hashem’s mercy is 
revealed and we begin to feel Hashem’s 
Presence.  “Hashem, You are so great.  You 
performed such an amazing miracle for me.”  
Suddenly, we feel that Hashem is so close to us.  
We feel Hashem holding our hand, not letting go.  
“It is so hard for me, but Hashem loves me in the 
midst of this difficulty.  Hashem is with me.  He is 
always with me.  Why?  Because I am between 
the straits (בין המצרים).” 
 
Tisha B’Av is a day that drains all of the 
suffering and pain that the Jewish people 
have endured through its thousands of years 
of existence.  It is not mourning of grief, 
despair, bitterness or disappointment, G-d 
forbid.  It is a cry of hope, emuna, longing and 
yearning.  This crying is amazing, as are all of 
Hashem’s ways.  We cry over the Beis Hamikdash 
that is no longer – because, when it stood, a Jew 
entered it and immediately attained wondrous 
knowledge.  He offered a sacrifice and 
immediately felt so close to Hashem.  That is why 
we cry.  We cry that we no longer even have the 
light of tzaddikim.  It too is hidden from us.  
“When a person seeks his own glorification, he 
cannot draw near to or delight in the light of the 
tzaddik.  Often, he even becomes an opponent – 
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especially nowadays, in these generations, when 
the aspect of truth is horribly scorned.”5 
 
We cry over the destruction of so many 
Jewish souls who are so far from Hashem’s 
light, who do not live the light of Torah, the 
light of emuna, who pursue the banalities of 
this world, the illicit desires.  This world still 
draws them in.  They do not recognize light 
and therefore cannot cry over the darkness.  
We cry for ourselves when we lose our bond 
with Hashem, when we stumble in challenges of 
emuna, when we do not remember that, in every 
situation and in every tribulation, we must 
declare, “Hashem is good and benevolent!  
There is no bad in the world!  Whatever 
happens to us is Hashem’s compassion!” 
 
Parshas Devarim always precedes Tisha B’Av.  It 
is always in the Three Weeks, days on which we 
must strengthen our unconditional love of 
each other.  The first Beis Hamikdash was 
destroyed for the violations of the three cardinal 
sins: idolatry, adultery and murder.  The second 
Beis Hamikdash was destroyed for the sin of 
baseless hatred, which is equivalent to the three 
most severe sins.  Why has it not yet been 
rebuilt?  Because we have not yet succeeded in 
eradicating this awful sin of baseless hatred. 
 
We love Hashem so much that we think that our 
entire teshuva is exclusively between Hashem 
and us.  However, if we begin to clear some 
space for others, love them, offer them kind 
sentiments or, at least, think good thoughts 
about them, we suddenly feel that we love 
Hashem even more!  The two are connected - 
love of Hashem and love of others. 
 
In Parshas Devarim, Moshe Rabbeinu recounts all 
of the places where the Jewish people angered 
their Father in Heaven – yet he describes it 
carefully and delicately.  “He concealed his 
words, merely alluding to them, out of respect 
for Israel.”6  It is of utmost importance not to 

                                                           
 אוצר היראה בין המצרים ב 5
 רש"י (א ,א) 6

embarrass others and to protect their honor.  
One after another, the parsha relates difficult and 
unpleasant incidents – but all through hints.  For 
example, the place “Di Zahav” hints to the 
incident of the Golden Calf (“Egel Hazahav”). 
 
Moshe concealed all of the painful episodes in 
the names of the places and locales through 
which the Jewish people passed and he thereby 
presented them in a better light – as if the places 
themselves instigated the sins.  “You are okay, 
you are amazing – the places you went through 
caused you to transgress – you went through the 
desert, a place of poisonous snakes and 
scorpions, harsh conditions – that is what 
sometimes caused you to be unable to withstand 
the challenges and triggered your failures.”7 
 
For what did Moshe reprimand them?  For their 
ingratitude.  “HKB”H did so much for you and 
you constantly complained?  You merited so 
many miracles and wonders since you left Egypt 
and you still sinned with the Golden Calf, with 
the sin of the Ten Spies, with Korach and his 
assembly, with the bitter waters, etc.” 
 
“An ox knows his owner and a donkey his 
master’s trough; Israel does not know, My people 
does not perceive.”8  The root and foundation 
of all evil in the world is ingratitude.  We 
forget all the favors, miracles and wonders that 
HKB”H does for us constantly.  Over the years, 
we have received thousands upon thousands of 
kindnesses – but we forget, we pay them no 
heed, as if it is all automatic, as if we are owed.  It 
is rare to find people who recite the morning 
blessings with genuine feelings of gratitude.  
Hashem drew us near to Him, granted us the 
chance to do so many mitzvos.  Even the 
simplest Jew has a spiritual treasure waiting 
for him after 120 years. 
 
Just as ingratitude is the root of evil – 
gratitude is the root of good.  Gratitude feels 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me strengthen my emuna.  Things happen in every moment of life and if I feel that things are not 
good, that something bad happened, or if I worry, get angry or become depressed – it is all because my emuna is weak.  If I 
constantly remember that whatever happens is from You, Father, and for the best – there is no cause for sadness, worry or 
depression.  Three words always calm my soul, “So Hashem desires.”  Help me remember You every second of every day – 
no matter what happens.  Not like today, when there is some obstacle or disruption to my plans and I become stressed, I 
lose my peace of mind and I worry about what will be next.  Help me understand that my choice is: emuna or Gehinnom.  If 
any little thing that goes awry (i.e. not as I want it or it forces me to change my plans) causes me to lose my equanimity and 
makes me stressed, angry, even makes me yell sometimes, have complaints or even hurt someone else – that is Gehinnom. 

Help me, Father, to recall You constantly and remain calm, to remember that what is happening now is exactly as Hashem 
wants, exactly what must happen, exactly what will draw me closer to You.  All of the difficulties, problems and suffering 
that we endure are all to bring us closer to You. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us      ו' מנחם אב תשע"ז – July 29, 2017 

 

 

amazing and gladdens everyone.  Love of other 
Jews primarily means drawing people close 
to Hashem.  Life is a journey of bringing souls to 
their Father in Heaven.  No one is relieved of this 
mission.  We must cry for the many Jews who 
are so far from Hashem’s light, the light of 
Torah and the light of emuna. 
 
“These are the words that Moshe spoke to all 
Israel” – Moshe spoke to everyone.  He knew 
the truth – that there is no such thing as a Jew 
who does not want Hashem.  It is possible to 
reach every Jew. 
 
HKB”H created the world out of compassion.  He 
wants His compassion to be felt.  We begin by 
having compassion towards each other.  We 
must help and love everyone.  Nothing draws us 
closer to Hashem than loving each other.  We 
reveal Hashem in a “good morning,” an 
encouraging smile, a pat on the shoulder – in 
any expression of love, honor or thinking of 
another.  If we want Hashem to reside in our 
hearts – we cannot hide from others.  
Hashem’s primary desire is that we love our 
friends. 

Our friends, brothers, relatives, spouses, 
neighbors are all a part of the Divine.  Hashem 
wants us to love His children.  If we have 
trouble loving some people – ask, daven, 
“Please Hashem, help me love every Jew and 
always remember that they are Your 
children, even those who I have difficulty 
tolerating and find them to be challenging to 
abide.” 
 
We must accept others – as they are.  We must 
respect their paths in life.  HKB”H created each of 
us different, unique.  Just as our faces differ – so 
do our minds.9  Just as it does not bother us that 
we look different, it should not bother us that we 
think differently.  Hashem wants each person’s 
unique service. 
 
Just as we love ourselves despite our flaws – 
so we must love our friends despite their 
flaws.  It is not easy.  Tzaddikim worked many 
years to attain this.  They sacrificed for a 
benevolent eye.  That is our mission in life. It is a 
great light.  When we master this - we connect to 
wondrous things.  That is why we are in this 
world. 
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