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Shoftim 5776- A Nagging Problem 

 

 In this week’s parsha the Torah commands a 

Jewish king “...Lo yarbeh lo soosim” - “He shall 

not increase to him(self) horses”. It then 

elaborates. “Velo yashiv ha’am Mitzrayma 

lma’an harbos soos” -” He shall not return to 

Mitzrayim into order to add a horse”. (Devarim, 

17:16).  In other words, Mitzrayim was the main 

center at that time where one would go to acquire 

pedigree horses, and any king looking to 

fabulously increase his stable is going to 

invariably send emissaries to Mitzrayim to settle 

there and purchase horses on his behalf. Hashem, 

however, does not wish for Yidden to settle in Mitzrayim. As the Torah continues, “VaShem 

amar lachem lo sosifoon lashuv......” “For Hashem has said that you should not again return 

(to live there). The Rambam (Sefer Hamitzvos, Lo Sa’aseh 46) explains that Mitzrayim was 

a corrupt and G-d forsaken country, with low-to-no morals, definetely not a place for a nice 

Jewish boy or girl to call home. 

 Many mefarshim question the change of wording of the above-mentioned passuk 

which [when first detailing the prohibition of a king’s acquisition of too many horses] uses 

the word “Soosim” - “horses” in the plural form, and then [when elaborating that the 

prohibition is because someone will invariably be spending time in Mitzrayim] it switches 

to “soos” - “horse” in the singular form (see Rabainu Bechai, Chassam Sofer, Chafetz 

Chaim et al). 

 Perhaps we can suggest the following: One of the foundations of Judaism is the 

nation’s experience of Yetzias Mitzrayim -The Exodus, which began with the Ten Plagues 

and finished with the death of all the Egyptians at Yam Suf. Indeed, many mitzvos 

commemorate this watershed event, such as Tefillin, Shabbos, & Moadim. (In addition, 

prominence is given to the Exodus for in the first of the Ten Dibros, the mitzva of belief in 

Hashem He calls Himself "The G-d that took you out of Mitzrayim”. The Exodus does truly 

deserve this attention because it was the first event in history that not only began to shape 

us as a nation but also revealed to the world at large G-d’s omnipotence where He 

demolished at will the mightiest nation of that time, Mitzrayim, making them look weak, 

puny and very insignificant. It is for this reason that Mitzrayim is off limits to the Jew as a 

place to settle, for any dependency on Mitzrayim, be it financial or social, automatically 

elevates the relevance of Mitzrayim, and thus diminishes in a Jew’s mind the picture of 

Hashem’s overwhelming one-sided victory over them. 

 There is a subtle word used by the Torah which captures Hashem’s powerful, 

effortless and one-sided victory over the Mitzriyim. It says "Vayirdefu Mitzrayim, vayavo’u 

acharayhem kol soos Par’oh......” - And The Mitzriyim and [all] the horse of Par’oh 



chased after the Yidden (into the Yam Suf)” (Shemos, 14:23). Rashi, citing Chazal, 

enquires about the word soos in the singular form. There was obviously more than one 

horse chasing after the Yidden, for the Torah had told us that Par’oh amassed an army 

consisting of 600 choice chariots. So why does the Torah use the word soos in the singular 

suggesting that there was only one horse?” Answers Rashi that in Hashem’s eyes this large 

army of Par’oh was as easy to defeat as a one-horse army. 

 Now we can understand our passuk which switches from “horses” to “horse”. “Velo 

yashiv ha’am Mitzrayma lma’an harbos soos” is not describing the act of the prohibition 

[re-settling in Mitzrayim to add a horse], rather it is explaining why it is forbidden to resettle 

in Mitzrayim. "Lma’an harbos soos” Hashem’s demolition of Mitzrayim making them 

insignificant was captured by the word soos - The Single Horse. Resettlement there will 

give importance and legitimacy once again to that country, and will subtly be taking that 

insignificant soos and increasing it into a force once again with which to be reckoned. 

That’s why it is forbidden to go there, because doing so for all intents and purposes would 

be adding horses to the army of Mitzrayim, and the Torah wants us always to remember 

them in their brief attempt of a showdown with Hashem as soos, a nag heading to the glue 

factory, the mother of all push-overs. 
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