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Now You Know 
As part of the preparation for entry to 
the Land of Israel, Moshe warned 
them, “You will not be able to drive 
out the inhabitants quickly, lest the 

animals of the field overrun you.” 

The question is: HaShem can do 
anything! Why couldn’t He just make 

the animals go away? 

The Torah alludes to an answer when 
it says that it’s not because of our 
righteousness that HaShem gave us 

Eretz Yisrael but due to a combination 
of the fact that the gentiles there 
were wicked and the promise HaShem 
made to our forefathers. 

Since the animals were not “wicked” 
and had no reason to be kicked off 
the land, they would possibly overtake 

the land and pose a threat to the 
incoming Jews since G-d chooses to 
operate through nature. 

However, there is another point to 

make. When men are as they should 
be, showing their divine nature, 
animals are afraid of them. 

Were the Jews to quickly conquer the 
inhabitants of Canaan, they might fall 
prey to the notion that either they 
were very strong or very holy. 

If that happened, they would become 
haughty and unworthy and then the 
animals would indeed overrun them. 

Humility is an important key to 
success. 

Thought of the week: 

Why settle for mediocrity 
when you were born to be 
great? 

(B:X) „VTSNL VTNE IEML RBDMB HNw OYEBRA HZ VYQLA ÂH VKYLWH RwA VRDH LK TA TRKZW‰  
“You are to recall the entire way on which HaShem, your G-d, led you these 
forty years in the wilderness; in order to oppress you, to test you...”(Devarim 8:2) 

The Torah says this is a test to identify what was in our hearts whether we would follow 
HaShem or not. Why would HaShem seek to oppress us and what kind of test is it? 
HaShem knows what is in our hearts and what we would do. Who is the test for? 

Rashi says that this is a command that we not test HaShem or question His reasons. 
We are supposed to accept that HaShem has a perspective that we don’t and remind 
ourselves that all He does is good. When questioning is off the table, we learn to trust. 

The Ramban takes that concept further by commenting that each day the Manna fell 
from Heaven and then would melt or spoil. Day after day, the Jews who traveled in the 
desert had no choice but to accept that HaShem was in charge. That experience was a 
test and a testament to the fact that they could remain faithful to HaShem’s 
commandments. 

The Midrash tells us that Torah could only be given to those who “ate the mon” 
(Manna). Since those who ate the mon came to an appreciation that G-d’s knowledge 
and wisdom is beyond human comprehension, only they were fitting to accept Torah as 
a Divine source and not merely the intellect of another human being. Being able to fit 
into that structure is essential for being able to keep and live by the Torah. 

Another aspect to the “test” was to see if, when faced with challenges, we would resent 
the fact that HaShem sent them to us and wonder why He did. If we do, then the result 
of the test was that we weren’t on as high a level as we thought, and it lets us know 
that we have room to grow. Thus, we may actually have deserved the punishment or 
needed the challenge. 

On the other hand, if, when challenges arose, we were able to be calm and trust that 
HaShem would not give us things we couldn’t handle, that would be a proof that we are 
on the right path and that we are stronger than we might otherwise have realized. 

The bottom line from all of these explanations is that the things that happen in our lives 
are not chaotic but rather planned to help us grow and learn about ourselves. Either 
they make us examine our actions and see what we need to correct, or they remind us 
of the greatness we contain inside and the lofty heights to which we can strive. 

The test back then, like the daily tests we experience now, was not for G-d, but for us.  

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z”l had a dream one night.  He dreamed that if he bought a 
specific lottery number, it would win.  When he awoke, he thought about buying the 
ticket.   

“I have one lira to spend,” he thought.  “I can either use it to buy food for today, or I can 
buy the lottery ticket. HaShem gives me my parnasa every day.  I must only use the 
money for today, and tomorrow He will provide again.” 

Of course, the number he dreamed of won.  Someone asked him if he felt bad about 
not buying the ticket.  “Of course not,” he replied. “I did what the Torah tells me I was 
supposed to do with my money.  I am happy I did the right thing and have no regrets.” 
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Mazel Tov! to  

Ari And Aliza Spilman  
on the Pidyon HaBen of  

Yisroel Eitan YYYY‰N‰N‰N‰N. 

May you have much Yiddishe 
Nachas from him.  

Mazel Tov also to Moishe and Leah 
Spilman of Monsey and Dr. Leiby and 

Aviva Weiss of Toronto!   

There’s a million 

reasons but one will do. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


