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HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Bamidbar

BAMIDBAR 5777

CAN'T KEEP AWAY FROM KEDUSHA

At the end of Parshat Bamidbar we read: "Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aharon, saying: 'do not let the

tribe of the Kehat families be cut off from among the Leviim, this you shall do for them so that they

shall live and not die'" (Bamidbar 4:17-19). Why would Moshe and Aharon let the family of Kehat,

their blood relatives, die?

Rashi explains that the members of the family of Kehat were the ones who carried the major, holiest,

parts of the Mishkan, one of them being the Aron Habrit. They would battle with each other for the

right to carry the Aron. This showed a certain lack of respect for the Aron and this would cause them

to die. Hashem therefore commanded: "when they approach the Holy of Hoiles, Aharon and his sons

shall come and assign them, every man to his work and his burden. But they shall not come and look

as the holy is inserted, lest they die" (ibid. 19-20). Aharon and his sons were commanded to make

order and divide the tasks so that one day these will take the Aron and one day something else.

We have to understand, why would they fight until they were willing to die for it, they weren't children

after all - they had to be thirty years old in order to serve. Presumably, they were mature enough

that if they saw that they may die from it that they should be careful. If they saw a burning fire,

wouldn't they keep their distance from the fire?

The answer is that a Jew has such great love for kedusha, that he has a desire for more and more
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making it very difficult to keep away from it. They want to carry the Aron even if there is a chance

they may die from it. A Jew yearns for kedusha, for serving Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Klal Yisrael came to Moshe: "The Children of Israel said to Moshe, saying: 'behold we perish, we are

all lost, we are all lost. Everyone who approaches closer to the Mishkan of Hashem will die. Will we

ever stop perishing?" (Bamidbar 17:27-28). If coming closer means they're risking their lives then

why come closer. Why not stay behind, take safety precautions and keep your distance? Once again,

the answer is that a Jew's love of kedusha is so great that he can't keep away, even if it means there

is a chance of dying. Hashem therefore sent the Leviim to make order to protect them from dying.

At the time of Matan Torah Hashem commanded Moshe to "set boundaries for the people roundabout,

saying, 'beware of ascending the mountain or touching its edge, whoever touches the mountain shall

surely die' (Shemos 19: 12). The people had to be protected from coming too close. Even with these

precautions, when it was time for Moshe to bring the Torah down to the people, Hashem commanded

him: "descend, warn the people, lest they break through to Hashem to see, and a multitude of them

will fall" (Shemos 19:11). Weren't there already boundaries set up, why would they want to break

through the boundaries to come close, especially if it means "they will fall". Moshe in fact responded

by saying to Hashem: "the people can't ascent Mount Sinai, for You have warned us, saying, 'bound

the mountain and sanctify it' (ibid. 23). Hashem responds once again: "go descend, then you shall

ascend and Aharon and you, but the Kohanim, and the people they shall not break through to ascend

to Hashem, lest He burst forth against them" (ibid. 24). Hashem repeats, that they will try to burst

through despite the potential  danger. This  is because a Jew wants the Torah, they want avodas

Hashem as is evident from the fact that they all declared "naase venishma".

We read in Sefer Bereishis that Yaakov Avinu requested from Esav: "sell, as this day, your birthright

to me" (Bereishis 26:31). The birthright meant serving as the Kohen. Yaakov said to Esav, let me

become the Kohen instead of you. What was Esav's response: "Look, I am going to die, so of what

use to me is a birthright?" (ibid. 32). What does it mean he's going to die? The commentaries explain

that Esav asked Yaakov to tell him what the birthright entails. Among other things, Yaakov told Esav

that if he serves while under the influence of wine or with his hair too long then he'll die. Esav then

responded - if I may die from it then what do I need it for, this is dangerous! Esav would rather have

his wine.

Yaakov Avinu on the other hand was a man with Yiras Shamayim. He wanted the birthright,  he

wanted to be the Kohen and have a chance to serve Hakadosh Baruch Hu. We must follow the ways

of Yaakov Avinu who wants avodas Hashem, even with the risks involved. We will try to make sure

not to serve after having drunk wine. We want to be close to Hashem, we want to declare "naase

venishma". It's true, a Jew also sins sometimes, but we know that we shouldn't be doing it - it's not

our goal. Our goal is to be servants of Hashem. We have love of Torah and therefore want to learn as

much as possible and keep the mitzvos in the best way possible. The other nations didn't want the

Torah, we are the opposite - we want to cleave to it. This is the reason we make a Yom Tov out of the

day we received the Torah.
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