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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Netzavim-Vayeilech 5777 

Normally, we announce and bless the new month on the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh.  
Before Tishrei, however, we do not do this.   

• One reason is that it is normally announced so people will know when Rosh Chodesh 
is, but everyone knows when Rosh HaShana is.   

• Another is because it is not called Rosh Chodesh, but Rosh HaShana.   

• An additional reason given is that the Satan looks forward to causing us to sin on Rosh 
HaShana, the beginning of the new year.  When we don’t announce it, we “confuse” 
him, and he thinks his calendar is off so he leaves us alone. 

One year, when they announced Rosh Chodesh Elul, the Chofetz Chaim was so 
overcome with awe and trepidation for the coming days that he fainted.   

When they revived him, he said, “It’s no wonder they don’t announce Rosh Chodesh 
Tishrei.  Then EVERYONE would faint!” 

One of the acronyms for Elul is found in Parshas Netzavim 
(30:6). “U’mal HaShem Elokecha Es Levavcha V’es Lvav 
zaracha,” G-d will circumcise your hearts, and the hearts of 
your children, and you will love G-d with all your hearts so 
that you may live. 

The question is, if one loves HaShem so that he live and 
not die, then he doesn’t love HaShem – he loves himself! 
In truth, explains R’ Naftoli Tzvi Yehuda Berlin, this talks 
about the times of Moshiach, when we will be in the land of 
Israel with no barriers between us and G-d, not even our 
evil inclinations. 

Then, we will experience the great bliss of love which only 
comes when there is a deep connection between two 
parties. At that point we can truly feel alive. 

It’s noteworthy that the verse uses the word for hearts with two of the Hebrew letter “Bais” of 
“Bet.” Instead of Lev, it’s Levav. This represents the good inclination and the evil inclination. The 
word for live, “chayecha,” also has two of the letter “yud.” This represents life in this world and the 
world to come. 

What the Torah teaches us here is that when we remove the things that separate us from 
HaShem, and we cleave to Him, we will be able to live with every fiber and essence of our being. 
This is a great promise, and we look forward to that day coming soon. 
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The trop, or cantillation marks, which go along with the words of the Torah and direct us how to 
pronounce and actually sing the words, each have names. 

Commentaries like the Vilna Gaon famously used the trop to add insight to a number of verses, 
and there is one in Parshas Vayelech from which can learn.  

Our Sages tell us that when a person sins and repeats it, it becomes as if it is permitted to him.  In 
other words, the more he does it, the more insensitive he grows toward the transgression. 

We also have the concept of chazaka, that when something happens three times, it is 
strengthened and changes from happenstance to intentional and permanent. 

In Devarim 31:16 the Torah speaks of one who serves other gods. The next verse says, “And My 
anger will flare against him on that day and I will abandon him.” 

The trop is, “munach, munach, munach, t’lisha gedola, gershayim.” Munach means to place 
down, or leave something at rest.  Three times, G-d will not take action.  After that, when it 
becomes “permanent,” there is T’lisha gedola, a big separation, and then gershayim, which 
means to send away.  Once a person sins so much that it becomes normal behavior, HaShem 
breaks with him. 

The way to correct that is to come closer to G-d four times, so that it becomes normal for him to 
be close.   

Perhaps this is one reason why there must be a minimum of four days of selichos, supplications 
of asking forgiveness, prior to Rosh HaShana, so his connection to G-d is once again permanent.  

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Parshas Vayeilech introduces Hakhel, when all the Jewish People, men, women, and children, must come to 
the Temple in Jerusalem once every seven years to hear the King read the Torah. It was a mitzvah that even 
the babies who were too young to understand had to be brought. The truth is, there was no one to leave them 
with so they had to be brought anyway, but since He loves us, HaShem made it a mitzvah. 

Everyone would stand there as the King ascended a special platform, accepted the Torah handed to him by 
the Kohain Gadol, then sat and began to read aloud. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Imagine the scene if you can. Since everyone had to be there, that meant there 
was a mixture of Jews from around the world and all sorts of cultures and customs. You had people with 
Shtreimels (Chasidic fur hats) next to people with knitted kipot and others wearing turbans. There were a 
multitude of different pronunciations and modes of dress and yet, “Hakhel,” they were gathered. 

They were unified by the common goal that they all wished to commune with G-d by hearing His Torah and 
fulfilling His will. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a reminder of what unites us instead of what divides us? 

In the DP camps after World War II, the echoes of the Holocaust hung 

heavily over Europe.  Many of the survivors had lost their faith, their 

souls, and their desire to go on living or believing in a greater purpose. 

Like many rabbis, the Klausenberger Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehuda 

Halberstam z”l reached out to offer them comfort and support.  He 

rallied the surviving Jews to serve HaShem and helped them begin 

again. 

Once, he saw a young man whose soul was nearly completely separated 

from his body.  He no longer believed in G-d or in anything.  When he 

saw the Rebbe approaching, he explained that he didn’t want to talk.  “I 

understand,” replied the Rebbe, with love in his voice, “but please, 

always remember who you are.” 

Years later, that man, looking around at his children and grandchildren 

- generations of Torah-true Jews - would remark that the Rebbe had 

said the one thing that could get through to him -- that he still mattered. 

 


