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ה ִלְרֹצְנֶכם ִּתְזָבחו)כב, כט(  ְוִכי ִתְזְבחּו ֶזַבח ּתֹוָדה ַלָ
 

you shall slaughter it so that it  Hashem, And when you slaughter a thanksgiving offering to
.offered willinglyshould be  

 
The Pasuk teaches about  a Korban Todah, an offering brought by those obligated to thank 
Hashem after recovering from an illness, being freed from prison, and crossing the sea or 
desert safely. 

 
The Ksav Sofer, Rav Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer, makes the following observation. 
When a person offers thanks to Hashem for a miracle that he experienced or after being 
rescued from a dangerous situation in the back of his mind he may be thinking that while 
I’m thankful for what Hashem has done for me I would have rather Him not put me in the 
situation in the first place to be in need of a miracle. With that thought process, the person 
is essentially bringing the Korban without the true רצון, will, which the Torah requires of 
him as the Pasuk says ִלְרֹצְנֶכם ִּתְזָבחו, it should be offered willingly. The Ksav Sofer continues 
to explain that Hashem may have brought the hardship upon the person as a way to offer 
him forgiveness and atonement in this world and through His mercy and kindness spared 
the individual from an even more challenging situation. Therefore, a person should rejoice 
in the suffering that came his way and recognize its silver lining and that it is there to his 
advantage and ultimate benefit. Hashem has a master plan and at times, we merit seeing 
why things needed to work out the way they did only afterward. This is what the Pasuk 
means when it commands to bring a Korban of thanksgiving ִלְרֹצְנֶכם, willingly; the Korban 
should be brought with the understanding that encountering the dangerous situation in the 
first place was for our own benefit. 
 
Rashi on this Pasuk explains that the Torah warns of having improper thoughts when 
offering the Korban Todah. 

  לרצנכם תזבחו: תחלת זביחתכם הזהרו שתהא לרצון לכם
 
You shall slaughter it willingly: From the very beginning of your slaughtering, take care 
that it should be acceptable (to Hashem) for you (with proper intentions so it does not become 
pigul1). 
 

                                                
1 One who brings the Korban had in mind that it will be eaten after the proper time allowed or that the parts which 

need to be burned will be burned after the proper time creates pigul and the Korban may no longer be eaten. 



Perhaps we can interpret Rashi’s words in a homiletic manner alluding to the Ksav Sofer’s 
idea in that תחלת, one should not think to himself that he would have been better off 
without needing the miracle in first place but instead recognize that “from the very 
beginning” of what took place it was necessary and for your own benefit. With that 
recognition, זביחתכם, you should bring your Korban so that it is a pure offering without an 
improper thought such as wishing that Hashem would have spared you the illness or 
prison sentence in the first place. 
 
This idea brings to mind the words of the Degel Machane Ephraim in Parshas Ki Savo 
related to the promise that if we listen to the word of Hashem he will provide us with 
blessing. 
 
The Pasuk in Devarim says,  

 ּוָבאּו ָעֶליָך ָכל ַהְבָרכֹות ָהֵאֶלה ְוִהִשיֻגָך (דברים כח,ב(  
 
And all these blessings will come upon you and overtake you 
 
The Degel Machane Ephraim2 asks if Hashem will give you blessings why the need for 
 Surely someone who is on the receiving end will gladly accept blessings and there’s ?ְוִהִשיֻגָך
no need for it to overtake (implying unwillingly) the person? However, in truth, at times we 
run away from the good Hashem grants us not recognizing the hidden blessing awaiting us. 
If we only relinquished all control and believed that Hashem seeks to deliver only what’s in 
our best interest. The Pasuk is teaching that the blessings will reach you even if you are 
refusing to accept, thinking that it isn’t for your benefit. What better blessing than that? 
This is what Dovid HaMelech alluded to when he said,  ַאְך טֹוב ָוֶחֶסד ִיְרְדפּוִני ָכל ְיֵמי ַחָיי((תהלים כג, ו. 
Dovid asked Hashem that only good and kindness run after him all his life so that even if he 
is running away from what he thinks is detrimental for himself, Hashem should allow the 
good and kindness to reach him as He knows what’s truly best. 
 
The Avudraham explains that we appoint a Shaliach Tzibbur for all of Chazaras HaShatz in 
which we listen to all the brachos and fulfill our obligation of Shemone Esrei. But the one  
bracha of Modim requires those listening to say Modim D’rabanan and listening to the 
Shaliach Tzibbur alone will not suffice. The Avudraham explains that when it comes to 
giving thanks appointing a Shaliach will not satisfy our obligation and one needs to give 
thanks on his own.  
 
Perhaps we can offer another reason for the need for an individual to say Modim without 
the Shaliach Tzibbur acting as an intermediary. According to the Ksav Sofer, we need to 
believe and welcome the difficult situation Hashem brings our way, recognizing that it is 
for our good even though it seems to the contrary as the Pasuk said ִלְרֹצְנֶכם. Consequently, it 
is important that when giving thanks to Hashem we do it on our own to ensure that it is 
completely ִלְרֹצְנֶכם since using an intermediary would allow for the possibility that the 
individual remains with the feeling in his heart of wishing that Hashem would have never 

                                                
2 Rav Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov was born in Medzhybizh, Poland 1748 and died there on the 17th of Iyar in 1800. He 

was best known as the Baal Shem Tov's grandson and for his sefer Degel Machaneh Ephraim. 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1CKMB_enUS510US519&q=%D7%AA%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D+%D7%9B%D7%92+%D7%95&nirf=%D7%AA%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D+%D7%9B%D7%92+%D7%95&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjz9Mj1-OjMAhXLPD4KHSr-AmYQ8BYIGygB


tested him in the first place. Offering thanks on our own will require one to remove those 
feelings and give thanks willingly, with complete gratitude. 
 
Good Shabbos   


