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ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב, כמה ימי שני חייך.  ויאמר יעקב “ 47:8,9
אל פרעה ימי שני מגורי שלשים ומאת שנה, מעט ורעים היו ימי 
 ”שני חיי ולא השיגו את ימי שני חיי אבתי בימי מגוריהם

“Paroah said to Yaakov, ‘How many are the days 

of the years of your life’?  Yaakov answered Paroah, ‘The days of the 

years of my sojourns have been a hundred and thirty years.  Few and 

bad have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not 

reached the life spans of my forefathers in the days of their 

sojourns.”  Yaakov traveled to Mitzrayim and met the king of 

Mitzrayim, Paroah.  Paroah asked Yaakov how old he was.  Instead 

of just answering the question, Yaakov seems to give a long winded 

answer along with his age.  Why did Paroah ask Yaakov how old he 

was?  Why did Yaakov feel the need to give a whole story with his 

answer?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   Yaakov was saying to Paroah that – ”שני מגורי“ 47:9 – 

the days the he lived as a גר, stranger, have totaled 130 years, for he 

had been a stranger in other people’s lands all of his life.  

 Paroah asked what were the – ”שני מגורי“ 47:9 - משיח אלמים 

years of his life.  Yaakov responded that they were not the years of 

his life; rather they were the years of his “sojourns.” 

ן"רמב  מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא השיגו את ימי שני חיי “ 47:9 – 

 Paroah asked Yaakov how old he was.  Yaakov – ”אבתי בימי מגוריהם

answers his question and then goes into a diatribe about the 

difficulties he endured during his lifetime.  Why did Yaakov say this 

to Paroah when all he was asked was how old he was?  

Furthermore, why did Yaakov say that he did not reach the lifespan 

of his forefathers, when perhaps he would still live longer than 

them?  Yaakov Avinu was overcome with old age, which caused him 

to appear very old.  Paroah was astonished at his old age because 

most people of his era did not enjoy such longevity.  Paroah, 

therefore, asked Yaakov how old he was in astonishment for he had 

never seen anyone as old as Yaakov in his entire kingdom.  Yaakov 

responded that he was 130 years old, but for his family that was not 

old – his father and grandfather lived considerably longer.   

However, because Yaakov had a difficult life, it caused him to appear 

much older than his actual age.   

“ 47:8 – חתם סופר  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Paroah 

was surprised to see such an old man, Yaakov, with his children who 

were relatively young.  Paroah asked Yaakov how many years he 

lived, meaning how many years did he enjoy life’s blessing of 

children?  Yaakov responded that although he was 130 years old, 

the years of his “life,” of true blessing was far less.  Yaakov’s first 

child was born when he was 84 years old, and then he endured 22 

years in which he was separated from his beloved child, Yosef.   

Yaakov was saying that even if he lived as long as his father, Yitzchok 

(180), Yaakov’s life with children would not have exceeded 74 years 

(180-84-22=74).  In the end, this period was only 46 years.   Avrohom 

enjoyed children for 75 years (he had Yitzchok when he was 100 and 

died at 175), and Yitzchok for 120 years (he had Yaakov at 60 and 

died at 180).   

ם מלובלין"מהר   – Hakdamah - Ta’anis 25a – “דחיי טפי או דחיינא” 

– “Is what I have lived so far the greater part of my life or what I am 

destined to live?”  Rebbe Elazar Ben Pedas was exceedingly poor.  

He once had a dream in which Hakodosh Boruch Hu came to him.  

Rebbe Elazar asked how long he would have to continue suffering in 

this world.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu offered him to return the world 

back to beginning of time, and then perhaps he would no longer be 

poor.  Rebbe Elazar asked Hashem if he had lived more than half his 

life yet, and was told yes.  If so, he said he does not want the world 

to be turned back.  How are we to understand this Gemara?  

Certainly the holy Rebbe Elazar was not complaining about being 

destitute.  Rather, he was concerned that perhaps, Chas V’sholom, 

due to his dire financial straits, he may turn away from Hashem.   

Once he heard that he already lived more than half his life and did 

not veer from Hashem, he no longer feared being poor for the 

Gemara in Yuma 38b says that if one lives half his life without sin, he 

will never sin.  Therefore, he had no need for the world to be turned 

back. 

“ 47:8 - אמרי שפר  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Yaakov 

understood Paroah’s question of how old he was as a challenge to 

why he left Eretz Yisroel.  It is not appropriate for one of Yaakov’s 

stature to leave the holy land of Eretz Yisroel just to obtain food.  

Paroah thought that perhaps Yaakov could in theory have answered 

that he feared that due to poverty, a lack of food, he would turn 

away from his Creator.  Therefore Paroah was asking him how old he 

was, certain that he had already lived half his years.  Being that he 

passed half his years and did not sin, he would never sin, and 

therefore should not have left Eretz Yisroel (Maharam Lublin – 

Hakdamah). Yaakov answered Paroah that he indeed had this fear.  

Yuma 71a – Bad years of one’s life is not included in the counting of 

his years.  Yaakov explained that although he was 130 years old, 

many of years were not good years, and therefore they are not 

counted in his years.  If he were to live to the age of his father, 180, 

he still had not passed half of the years of his life.  Yaakov feared 

that he may Chas V’sholom turn away from Hashem, and therefore 

had to leave Eretz Yisroel.   

“ 47:8 - פענח רזא  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – When 

Paroah was young, he was raised in Avimelech’s home.  Typically, 

kings send their children to each other to teach them proper 

manners and wisdom.  It was there that Paroah saw Yitzchok Avinu.  

Paroah thought that Yaakov was Yitzchok, and was bewildered that 

he could still be alive.  He therefore asked Yaakov his age.   

“ 47:8 - מושב זקנים  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – When 

Yaakov went to Mitzrayim he asked Paroah permission to leave 

Mitzrayim after the famine was over and return to the land where 

his forefathers were buried.  Paroah saw a very old person in front 

of him and did not believe he would live very long.  Paroah asked 

him his age – as if to say, “Why are you asking when you will not live 

very long - and will not be going anywhere after the famine was 

over?”     

“ 47:8 - דברי ישראל  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Why 

did Paroah say, “ימי שני” – “the days of your years” as opposed to just 

saying “years”?  Chagigah 5b – One who toils in Torah for even one 

day a year is considered as if he toiled the entire year in Torah.  One 

who sins even one day a year is considered as if he sinned the entire 

year.  A Tzaddik who utilizes each and every day with Torah and 

Mitzvos has “years” of good life, while the Rasha has “years” of 

death – as the Gemara in Brochos 18b says that even during their 

lives the wicked are called dead.  Paroah recognized the greatness of 

Yaakov and was asking him how many days / years had he amassed 

as years of good life.  Yaakov, in his humility, answered that there 

were very few, and even those few had some bad.   

“ 47:8 - באר משה  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Why 

didn’t Yaakov just answer Paroah’s question by saying that he is 130 

years old?  There is a concept of one having years without days, if 
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one does not fulfill his purpose each day.  Yaakov understood 

Paroah’s question whether he took advantage of every day of his life 

- did he complete the days of his years?  Yaakov answered with 

great humility that his days were very few for he did not fulfill his 

Tafkid.  However the Torah tells us that this was in fact not true.  

Yaakov was demonstrating his great humility, for Yaakov lived a full 

life of Torah and Mitzvos, as the Torah tells us in Parshas Vayechi.   

“ 47:8 - ספורנו  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Is it the 

proper etiquette when one initially meets a guest to ask them their 

age?  Yaakov appeared extremely old, and therefore Paroah asked 

him how old he was.  Yaakov responded that he was younger than 

he looked.  It was the many difficulties he encountered in his life 

that aged him.   

“ 47:8 - רמת שמואל  כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – Why 

did Paroah ask, or care, how old Yaakov was?  It says in the Toras 

Shlaima, in the name of a Medrash, that Yaakov blessed Paroah that 

Paroah should have as many years as he had.  According to this 

Medrash, it is quite obvious why Paroah asked and cared how old 

Yaakov was.   

ואיתותבית בארעא “ – ”מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי“ 47:9 – תרגום יונתן 

 And I resided in a land that was not mine.”  Yaakov was“ – ”דלא דידי

not bemoaning the difficulties he faced in his life.  Rather he was 

bemoaning that his difficulties caused him to live in a land that was 

not his.  His desire was to live in his land, Eretz Yisroel.   

ר האפלהמאו   - 47:8 “ כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – The 

form of the Avos, and the appearance of their faces were all alike.  

Paroah thought that Yaakov was Avrohom who went down to 

Mitzrayim many years earlier, and therefore asked how old he was.  

Perhaps this Paroah speaking to Yaakov was a son or grandson of 

the Paroah that Avrohom met, and he recognized Yaakov as 

Avrohom.    

יהודה חלאווה' ר   - 47:8 “ כמה ימי שני חייך, ויאמר פרעה אל יעקב ” – 

When Avrohom Avinu entered the palace of Paroah (when Sarah 

Imeinu was taken by Paroah), there was a very low doorway to 

advance into the palace.  For one to enter through that doorway, he 

would need to lean over his whole body – as if bowing down.  On 

the inside wall facing this doorway was an Avodah Zarah.  Paroah 

had this doorway low so that all who entered would bow down to 

his Avodah Zarah.  A miracle occurred for Avrohom, and the 

doorway rose to Avrohom’s height so that he did not have to bow.  

After he walked through the doorway, it returned to its low height.  

The miracle of how this holy man Avrohom entered through the 

doorway at full height was recorded on the wall near this doorway.  

When Yaakov Avinu entered this doorway, the same miracle 

occurred.  Paroah assumed that Yaakov was Avrohom, the man who 

this miracle had occurred for many years prior, and therefore asked 

Yaakov how old he was. 

 mean?  In this מגורי What does – ”שני מגורי“ 47:9 - חן טוב 

world, all Tzaddikim consider themselves strangers, for this world is 

just a temporary world – an antechamber for the true and 

permanent world, Olam Habah.   

מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא השיגו את ימי שני חיי “ 47:9 – רבינו יואל 

 How could Yaakov say he didn’t reach the age of his – ”אבתי

forefathers, when he did not know how long he would live?  Yaakov 

was saying that at his age of 130, his forefathers were healthier 

when they were that same age.  

שמואל בן חפני גאון' ר   - 47:9 “ השיגו את מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא 

 Yaakov was not predicting that the amount of years – ”ימי שני חיי אבתי

he would live would be less than his forefathers.  Yaakov was saying 

that his Nisyonos were not like those of his forefathers.   

“ 47:9 - קול רם  שיגו את ימי שני חיי מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא ה

 What is the Torah teaching us from the dialogue between – ”אבתי

Paroah and Yaakov?  Paroah was asking Yaakov what is the path of 

life, meaning that Paroah wanted Yaakov to intermingle with the 

Mitzriyim.  Yaakov answered that he came to Mitzrayim as a Ger, a 

stranger, and was not looking to take permanent residence there.  

Although Yaakov had many difficulties in his life, he had nothing to 

complain about for that is the Rotzon Hashem.   

ניםדעת זק   - 47:9 “ שיגו את ימי שני חיי מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא ה

  .Medrash – Yaakov complained that he had a hard life – ”אבתי

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Yaakov that He saved him from Eisav and 

Lavan, and He returned Dinah and Yosef to him.  How could Yaakov 

say to Paroah that his days were “few and bad?” Therefore, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to Yaakov that he will deduct the amount 

of words in these Pesukim from his life.  (Yaakov was to live until 

180.  Being that there are 33 words in these Pesukim – 180-33=147 – 

Yaakov lived until 147).   

 The days one has in Tzarah – ”מעט ורעים“ 47:9 – הכתב והקבלה 

are not called days and years of life.  There are two ways to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu: כובש,and כובש  .ישר – means to suppress one’s 

animalistic desires.  The one who serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through this Midah is in constant battle.  He has his physical desires, 

and constantly works to suppress them and let Ruchniyos reign in his 

life.  ישר – the proper path – where one eradicates his physical 

desires, and his only desires are that of Ruchniyos.  This person has a 

serene and true life.  There are no battles and his very essence 

becomes to serve Hashem.  This is the optimal way to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “ויהי ימי יעקב שני חייו” – The Torah tells us that 

Yaakov had a life of fulfilled years, he served Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

through the Midah of ישר.  There were no battles for him to follow 

the Rotzon Hashem, for he had vanquished his physical desires and 

his very essence was of spirituality.  However, Yaakov was a great 

Anav.  When Paroah asked him what were his years, he responded 

that they were years of מגורי, years of sojourn.  He told Paroah that 

he served Hakodosh Boruch Hu on the lower level, and he was a 

sojourner, constantly battling his physical desires.   These types of 

years are called bad years, for there is constant battle.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the dialogue between 

Paroah and Yaakov.  Paroah had himself in mind when asking the 

question.  The longer Yaakov lived, the longer he believed he would 

benefit.  When Yaakov came to the land of Mitzrayim, the famine 

ended and the Nile River rose.  Yaakov Avinu was a great Tzaddik, 

and was a great Anav.  Life is a work in process.  One must 

constantly strive to be better.  The great Tzaddik Yaakov told Paroah 

that his previous years were bad, for he could have been better and 

was constantly working on it.  The Medrash that says Yaakov was 

punished for this conversation is quite perplexing.  Certainly Yaakov 

Avinu was not complaining about his lot in life.  He rose to his 

challenges in the proper manner of Ruchniyos.  If in fact Yaakov was 

punished for this conversation, perhaps it was because his words 

could have been construed as complaining, and someone on such a 

great level is punished for even the slightest infraction.  May we be 

Zoche to accept everything we receive from Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with great love, and never complain.   


