
 

 

לעילוי נשמת שרגא טוביה בן ר' נתן הלויבס"ד                                           

 

Shavuos 5777-Mat(ch)rimony 

 

 We, the Bnai Yisrael have many different types of relationships with our Creator. We are 

considered His firstborn children (Bni Bechori Yisrael), His faithful slaves (Ki li Bnai Yisrael 

avadim...), and His spouse (V'airastich li leOlam). The latter of course, with Hashem as the 

Chassan and Bnai Yisrael as the Kallah captures a two-way loving and devoted relationship which 

began at the Giving of the Torah in the year 2448. It is interesting, though, that there is another 

marriage into which the Bnai Yisrael entered at that same time and that was to the Torah (see Rashi 

to Shemos, 31:18) [In this marriage we are the groom and the Torah is the bride]. One can ask why 

is this double marriage necessary? Wouldn’t entering into matrimony with Hashem also bind us 

to the Torah? After all, the Torah is also the essence of Hashem. 

 Perhaps we can suggest the following. Raish Lakish (Sotah 2a) tells us “Ain mizavgin lo 

l’Adam isha ela lfi ma’asav” - “[Hashem arranges that] A man only marries a spouse whose actions 

are similar”. In other words, the tzaddik-righteous or the rasha-wicked will only marry someone 

with a similar resume. This rule is questioned by the Gemara from the fact that at an early 

embryonic stage of a fetus it has already been declared in Heaven who shall marry whom, and at 

that stage it is not yet known whether that fetus will be of the tzaddik or rasha variety. The Gemara 

answers that Raish Lakish’s rule was only said by a zivvug shaini - a second marriage.  

 With this we can understand why we are considered twice married, to Hashem and His 

Torah. Were we to have been married just once, the naysayers could say, “Agh, the Bnai Yisrael 

are way out of their league, they are not compatible at all with their Spouse.” Or, “they just married 

out of desperation.” But now that we have tied the proverbial knot twice and are card-carrying 

members of the zivvug shaini club, we can with pride & relish invoke Raish Lakish and his rule of 

deed-compatibility, announcing to the world that our marriage is truly “Invei hagefen be’invei 

hagefen davar na’ah umiskabeil” — “The mingling of the grapes of the vine with the grapes of 

the vine is beautiful and acceptable. (Pesachim 49a)” 

 

F.L.O. 

  

 The current custom at many Orthodox weddings in U.S.A. is that the Groom’s side is 

responsible to provide the F.L.O.P. This stands for Flowers, Liquor, Orchestra & Photographer. 

On Shavuos, when we commemorate our wedding to the Torah with Bnai Yisrael who represents 

the Groom, we nearly stay true to this custom. Every home on Shavuos is adorned with Flowers. 

Liquor is the mitzva of drinking wine on Yom Tov. The Orchestral entertainment is provided by 

the beautiful Hallel that we sing in Shuls. But what of the Photographer and videographer?  

The answer is profound. Photographs are only necessary to remember past events, that 

unless captured for eternity will be forgotten with the passing of time. Shavuos, however, is not 

about remembering a wedding from several thousand years back. It is not even renewing our vows 

on a yearly basis. Rather, every single day Chazal ask us to look at our relationship with the Torah 

as if it has just begun. As Rashi says (Shemos, 19:1) citing the Midrash Tanchuma (Yashan) 

“...K’ilu hayom nitnu” - “....one should cherish the words of Torah as if it was given [to us] today".  

 So, you see there really is no need for an album filled with sepia-toned photos. There really 

is no need for a three-hour video with highlights of the event (“Hey, is that Uncle Murray going 

back for triples at the carving station?”). For our marriage to the Torah is not in the past, it is very 

much in the now. 

With wishes for an uplifting Yom Tov to all, 

 

Rabbi Nosson Greenberg 


