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 ושנזכור ניסים ונפלאות שעשה עמנו
We should remember the miracles and wonders that He did for us 

On my way back from an exhausting day of work, I got on the busy Begin highway 
in Yerushalayim in the afternoon when suddenly I steered my car around a bag 
that was in the middle lane. Immediately after the maneuver, I cautiously crossed 
three lanes to the shoulder while cars honked me and I made an emergency stop. 
My friend sitting next to me asked: “Why did you make a sudden stop?” 
I told him that I would carefully try to get the bag from the road as it looked like 
the strap of Tefillin sticking out from a Tefillin bag that boys carry. 
My friend got out with great caution and on the first try he grabbed the bag and 
indeed, it did contain a Tefillin bag. I took out the bag and saw the name on the 
Tefillin bag. I opened the siddur but there was no address or telephone number, 
similarly, the Parashas HaKetores had no identification either. I tried to think if I 
knew anyone with this name but I did not recognize it at all. 
I got home from Yerushalayim to Beitar where I lived. At home, I opened the 
phone book and I searched until I found someone with this name in one of the 
neighborhoods in Yerushalayim. I hoped that he would help me find the person to 
return it to. A nice man answered and told me that he was the only one in his large 
family with this unique name, but before hanging up he suggested that I try calling 
a yeshiva in the south and ask for someone with this same name. He asked me to 
call him back as he wanted to know the outcome. 
 I got the number of the yeshiva and I asked to speak to the boy, they told me to 
wait and after a few minutes the boy came on the line. When I asked him if he lost 
Tefillin, he excitedly answered: “Yes! I lost them! Where did you find them? How 
can I get them?!” 
Not long after, the boy’s parents called and asked if they could come and get the 
Tefillin. I told them that I wanted to fulfill the mitzvah of returning a lost object to 
its fullness and I would bring the Tefillin to them. Soon after they called back 
asking for my address as they were already on the way.  
I gave them the address, they arrived overjoyed to see their son’s Tefillin. They 
explained that they were very expensive and they promised to give a needy boy a 
new pair of Tefillin and Hashem should return theirs. Just when they made the 
promise their son called that the Tefillin were found. With much joy, they tried to 
give me money for my trouble but of course, I refused to take it. 
After everything settled down, I called the man in Yerushalayim to tell him that 
because of his advice I found the boy who lost them in that yeshiva in the south, 
he was very excited and he said you won’t believe the following story: “Two weeks 
ago I was a guest in that yeshiva for a Shabbat Chattan, a large sign caught my eye 
and it made me very proud, my name was written in large letters and under it was 
written ‘he learned 1,000 daf of Gemara by heart’. Wherever I went I looked and 
said to myself, I want to know who has my name and who is so successful?’ Two 
weeks later you called. Until that Shabbos I thought I was the only one with that 
name in the whole country, and now I know it was to guide you.” 
Now, let’s go back to the point I asked the boy, ‘How did the Tefillin end up in the 
middle of the bust Begin highway?’ 
The boy replied that he was travelling on an accordion bus and he put the bag 
down. In one of the turns of the bus the bag slipped from his hand and fell through 
an opening in the floor of the bus which closed at the completion of the turn. Most 
likely it landed in the lane of traffic and there was no way to retrieve them. 
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He shall dwell in it until… – ...וישב בה עד 
About thirty years ago there was a story circulating in 
Yerushalayim about an older young man who approached 
one of the Tzaddikim of the generation who had a 
reputation of being a Mekubel who delved in secrets. The 
young man requested of the Tzaddik that he bless him to 
find a proper match, however, the Tzaddik tried to evade 
the boy. When the young man saw that he was reluctant to 
give him a bracha, he decided to insist on it and he would 
not budge from his place. After a short while, the Tzaddik 
said to him, ‘I am not able to do anything for you because 
according to your mazel there is no match for you at all…’ 
The boy left there and the next morning he returned, the 
Tzaddik looked at his face and said, ‘Tell me the truth, what 
did you do last night?’ The boy responded, ‘Yesterday, 
when the Rav told me that there was no possible match for 
me, I went to shul and stood next to the Aron Kodesh and I 
cried bitterly all night long and now I have returned.’ The 
Rav told him, ‘You should know that you have been saved 
in an extraordinary way!’ 
One who kills accidentally must live in an Ir Miklat [City of 
Refuge] ‘until the death of the Kohen Gadol’, and the 
Mishna (Makkos 2:6) relates that ‘the mothers of the 
Kohanim would supply them with food and clothing, so 
that they should not pray for their sons to die’, and 
everybody asks a famous question on this, because of the 
food and drink that their mothers supplied they will stop 
praying? They are in jail! However, the answer to this is, 
that even if they continue to pray, their prayers will not 
come from the depths of their hearts. 
Problems? Questions? Everyone has them, livelihood, 
health, mate, and so on, and of course everything requires 
effort, however, beyond all this one must remember that 
the main thing a person needs is prayer, and not just lip 
service, rather true prayer which wells up from the depths 
of the heart, which rises and splits the sky until it reaches 
the Throne of Glory. 
Not only for mundane matters but even (perhaps 
specifically) spiritual matters. You try to correct your 
nature but you feel that it is ‘greater than you’, you try 
again and you stumble, you try again and you do not 
succeed. Grab the faith of your forefathers in your hand, 
pray to HaKadosh Baruch Hu that He have mercy on you, 
that He save you, that He bring you closer to Him, and the 
prayers that emits from the depth of the heart is 
guaranteed to not come back empty, for the Merciful One 
needs heart [rachmana liba baiy]. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Masei     

 
 



 

 

 מ"ב מסעותיו של אדם
The 42 Journeys of a Person 

 
In our parsha we read about the forty-two journeys that the 
Children of Israel made from the time they left Egypt until they 
entered the Land of Israel. These posukim that detail these 
journeys, aside from being a simple narrative, also teach eternal 
matters that relate to every Jew in the present time since the 
Torah is eternal, and if not, then these journeys which hint at 
things to teach the person the way to follow would not have been 
inscribed for the generations. 
The holy seforim have described at length that these posukim 
teach the person about journeys in this world, through the 
challenges that heaven presents to a person so that he can 
change his nature and purify his character traits and elevate in 
levels of service. This is the purpose of man coming into the 
world, to purify his character traits by shattering his material 
nature for the honor of his Creator. Therefore, it is incumbent on 
him to traverse forty-two different purifications which are 
categorized as ‘journeys’ for each refining is categorized as a 
‘journey’ that a person must go on and this elevates the person 
from one level to the next. Different challenges are designated 
for different people depending on the person’s nature and 
temperament. These journeys enable the person to elevate. 
The mere knowledge that it is incumbent on every person to 
traverse forty-two journeys, obligates the person to consider 
each difficulty and ascertain what is the will of Hashem Yisbarach 
Who gave these difficulties. This is how the person will know how 
to deal with them, for if chas v’shalom, the person does not 
realize that that these difficulties came to him through the 
Superior Supervision so that he elevate through them, it is 
possible that he will ruin the moment that was given to him by 
heaven by thinking about them in a negative way. By thinking 
negatively, he will miss the true purpose and he will complain 
about the difficulties resulting that instead of elevating he will 
cause himself to be lowered further chas v’chalila. 
Perhaps this is why after every ‘journey’ the Torah mentions an 
‘encamping’, for the truth of the matter is that the encamping did 
not have to be mentioned, it would have been enough to state, 
‘they journeyed from a certain place to another place’ and 
automatically we would know that the place that they journeyed 
to they encamped. Why did the Torah have to repeat the word 
‘they encamped’ after each journey? This is just to teach a person 
that to elevate from one journey to another it is incumbent on 
the person to make an ‘encampment’ in between, that is, to leave 
him space to understand what is happening and why, and 
through them to understand what Hashem wants from him. Only 
through this recognition will he know how to deal with his 
difficulty through the will of Hashem Yisbarach, and to nullify and 
refine his material nature by elevating from journey to journey. 
I cannot remain silent and I must inform the public about it, it is 
not good for me to see that people do not pay attention to this. 
When something happens to them, because of the influence of 
the Torah it is incumbent on the person to seek out the good in it 
and measure up to it by breaking and refining the character. They 
do not understand how to strengthen the will of Hashem 
Yisbarach and suppress their nature. On the contrary, they 
strengthen their material attributes and they push off any 
possibility to quell them. This results in the person not elevating 
higher than his current stature.  
 
 

Therefore, he chases after his bad characteristics that are part of his 
nature without trying at all to overcome them. This is the way of 
many young people, when they are seventeen or eighteen they 
determine what is their strength and capabilities and because of their 
decisions they shape their character for the rest of their lives. One 
sees that his strength is in the study of Torah and he accepts upon 
himself to put this power into action. Another sees himself as being 
able to give to others and he designates his future to charity and kind 
acts. However, they do not see themselves elevating in other 
elevations of service, and if a challenge confronts them in an area that 
is not their strength they do not want to expend any effort on their 
part to find the good in it, they restrain themselves with the feeling 
that this is beyond their strength and capability. Were they wise, they 
would calculate and consider that it is not for nothing that the 
Superior Supervision presented them with this challenge, surely 
heaven knows that they can withstand the challenge. Even if they see 
that that this challenge is very difficult for them, it is incumbent on 
them to realize that they do not have to complete the task at hand, 
rather from their point of view they have to take a step towards it, 
and heaven will already complete it for them as brought down by 
Chazal (Yoma 39a) that if a person consecrates himself down below, 
they will consecrate him up Above. 
The truth of the matter is that this advice pertains even to those who 
are determined to elevate in elevations of service and root out their 
Inclination. They too must know that sometimes heaven will confront 
them with an Inclination that is too hard to bear and at a time like this 
a heavy burden is placed on their shoulders. They must outsmart their 
Inclination, and if they accept upon themselves from the outset that 
they will stand firm as a rock and they will overcome the challenge 
without giving in at all to the will of the Inclination, it is possible that 
the Inclination will prove to them that from the outset they do not 
have the strength to overcome it, and perhaps even if they set their 
minds at the outset, still since the challenge can last many days and 
they will not see the light at the end of the tunnel they might chalila 
succumb to it. Therefore, they too must engage in a battle of wits, 
and they should not accept upon themselves from the outset that 
they will outlast it, rather, from the outset they should strengthen 
themselves to just overpower it one day, the Inclination will not be 
discouraged from one day, and again the next day they should 
strengthen themselves to last another day, and so on day after day, 
and over the course of time the desire will subside and the entire 
challenge will evaporate like smoke. 
This is the explanation brought down in the holy seforim on the posuk 
(Iyov 14:4) 'מי יתן טהור מטמא לא אחד' - ‘Who can produce purity from 
impurity? No one!’ The entire advantage of purity from impurity is 
only ‘no’ one. If the Inclination confronts purity with a difficult 
challenge, and already from the outset he sees that in order to 
surpass it he will have to repeat many times to his Inclination ‘No’, 
even so, he should not immediately raise his hands in surrender and 
he should say to himself: ‘One time I am able to say “No” to my 
Inclination, I say to it now “No” and I will not consider what I will say 
tomorrow.’ This scenario repeats itself day after day for to him it is as 
if he is saying just one “No” until he surpasses the entire challenge in 
peace. In contrast, the impurity when it sees how hard it is to fight his 
Inclination, he will lose his resolve from the outset and because of his 
abandonment he will fall into the clutches of his Inclination rachmana 
litzlan. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help us be able to overcome the 
machinations of the Inclination and to elevate us from journey to 
journey, until we merit becoming complete in deeds and good 
character traits.  
 


