
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ויתן לך אלקים מטל השמים )כז:כח(
And may Hashem give you of the dew of the heavens (27:28) 

Why did Yitzchak specifically bless Yaakov with dew? It is brought in 
the Sefer “Bais Ha’yayin” by Rebbe Raphael Yitzchak Yisroel from Izmir, in 
the name of the Sefer “Minchas Eliyahu”, who wrote that we know that 
that day was Pesach, and that is why Rivka commanded Yaakov to take 
two young goats – one for the Korban Pesach and one for the Korban 
Chagigah, as Chazal explain. That is why Yitzchak blessed him with dew, 
for on Pesach we ask for dew. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

Toldos Yaakov Yosef observes that the names of 

Yaakov and Eisav are both indicative of their 

personalities. Yaakov, whose name is based on the word 

Eikev, heel, refers to his ability to analyze and think 

things through to the end and to understand the full 

extent of the actions that he would be taking, and only 

then would he choose how to act or react. Eisav, on the 

other hand, from the word Asah, to do, represents that he 

was reactionary, as he would react without care or 

thought as to what the ramifications of his actions would 

be. We can try to follow the lead of Yaakov and 

understand the importance of thinking before we choose 

to react. 

 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 
 

 

 פרשת תולדות תשע"ז
Parashas Toldos   5777 

            Compiled by: Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg 

 

ד“בס  

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 
       # 339 

             
 

 
 

 
 

 

                Candle Lighting: 4:11  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:49   Gra: 9:25 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:12 

Chatzos: 11:46       Sh'kiah: 4:29 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:15 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:42  

                                                 (some say 5:57) 
 
 

                      
             Next Week: Vayeitzei 
              Candle Lighting: 4:11 

 The Rosh’s Guide to Life— Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
2. Distance yourself from flattery and corruption as much as possible 
The Chofetz Chaim (Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Introduction, Lavin 16) writes that using 

flattery when speaking about others in order to win favor with one person while putting 

down another individual, is a terrible Aveirah. The same applies to the one listening, that 

if he hears another speaking about another person and he knows that what is being said is 

incorrect, yet he nods his head in agreement anyway, or worse he adds his own comments 

as well, he is also violating the Aveirah of Chanupah, flattery. In this case, one is 

obligated to come to the defense of the one being spoken about, and try to stop the 

conversation and take it in another direction if he is able to. If this is too difficult, at the 

very least one should not be the cause of increased talk by showing his approval with 

nodding his head or making facial expressions that show he approves. The Chofetz Chaim 

says that the main motivation for one refraining from doing this is because he is looking 

to find favor with his friends or others in his circle, and gaining is this way is forbidden. 

In Be’erMayim Chaim, the Chofetz Chaim quotes the Gemara in Sanhedrin (103a) which 

says that flattery causes Galus, and the Gemara in Sotah (42a) which teaches that a group 

of flatterers will not greet the Shechinah, and in fact it causes the Shechinah to be 

removed from Klal Yisroel! 

The Maggid Rav Shlomo Levenstein, whose uncle lives next door to Rav Aharon 

Leib Shteinman, once said that he heard Rav Aharon Leib comment that he spends 

countless hours receiving and speaking to visitors of all kinds of people from across the 

Jewish spectrum. He said, “Each and every one of them are wonderful people, Kulam 

Ahuvim, Kulam Berurim, Kulam Giborim, Kulam Kedoshim, they are all beloved, pure, 

mighty, and holy. If this is so, why does Klal Yisroel suffer so much if we are a beautiful 

work of art made up of such wonderful people? It is because ‘Kulam Posochim Es Pihem, 

we all open our mouths. We all feel that we have so much to say about one another, and 

we open up our mouths to say it, and this is the cause of Klal Yisroel’s problems!” 
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כסלו ג  
3 Kisleiv 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If one found two letters in a Torah that were 

touching each other— if it appears that they became 

joined after they were written, the Torah is still 

Kosher and may still be used for Laining. 

 (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:3) 
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 L’Maaseh      
Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlit”a, 

relates a fascinating story about a young 

boy who received a wonderful reward for 

an act of generosity. A young man, a 

Talmid Chacham, became engaged to a 

young woman from a fine family in Bnei 

Brak. The people of the community who 

knew this young man from the time he 

was a teenager always admired his 

constant good fortune. He was very 

successful in his Torah learning, he was 

lucky to find a wonderful Shidduch fairly 

quickly, and the wedding plans seemed to 

be progressing very smoothly. Everyone 

wondered if there was a special Zechus 

this young man had in order to have such 

Brachah in his life. The Rav of the 

community explained that if they looked 

back eight years, they would discover the 

reason for his success. He said, “There 

were two boys whose Bar Mitzvahs were 

approaching, and they both fell out to be 

on the same Shabbos, in the same Shul. 

One of them had to concede the Shabbos 

to the other family, the Haftorah, and the 

use of the Shul’s social hall. I decided that 

the only way to determine who would 

have use of the Shul that Shabbos was by 

having a lottery. Both boys drew lots, and 

this Chassan won. He could celebrate his 

Bar Mitzvah in the Shul that Shabbos. I 

expected this young boy to jump for joy 

and celebrate his win, but that didn’t 

happen. He was concerned for the other 

boy. He knew that his friend would have 

to find a different Shul to use for his Bar 

Mitzvah, and that bothered him, so he was 

Mevater the Shabbos, and he told the 

other boy that he can use the Shul instead 

of him. To me, he demonstrated a special 

Middah that was far beyond his young 

years. When I asked him why he was 

doing this, he responded, ‘I would not be 

able sleep at night knowing that my 

happiness is going to be a hardship on my 

friend.’ The look of joy on the face of the 

other boy when he heard he could have 

the Shul was an amazing sight to see. His 

face beamed and he was ecstatic that he 

could celebrate his Bar Mitzvah in his 

own Shul. That joy, however, was nothing 

compared to the feeling of Simchah that 

this Chassan had from the satisfaction he 

had from helping another Jew. I watched 

after this boy from then on, and I saw that 

he was met with success after success. I 

believe that all these Brachos were due to 

his ability to be Mevater, and empathize 

with others!” 
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 בס"ד

Rav Moshe of Pshevarsk, zt”l, had an extraordinary strength in the power of his Tefilos. He once 

stayed at an inn where a leading Rav and Talmud Chacham was staying. In the morning, this Rav said 

his Tefilos and then sat down to learn Mishnah and Gemara. Rav Moshe, however, made extensive 

preparations before Davening. He had not even begun to Daven when the other guest had long finished. 

He looked up at Rav Moshe and said, “If I can ask, why do you need so much preparation before 

Davening Shacharis?” Rav Moshe replied, “The truth is that I envy your being able to Daven punctually 

and then sit down to learn. But what can I do? I begin my day with ‘Modeh Ani’ and a flood of thoughts 

overcome me: ‘Who am “I”, the “Ani”? And Who is the “Melech Chai V’Kayam”? And what is my 

“soul”? These thoughts lead me to inspect my actions and to ask myself if I am worthy of approaching 

Hashem, the “Living and enduring King”, and if I truly merit the return of my soul day after day. These 

thoughts strain my heart and my mind is taken over until I am unable to continue the very first Tefilah. 

This is why it takes me so long to begin Davening!” 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 Middos       
The Medrash (Yalkut Midrashim) tells that Rav Huna the son of Rav Yehoshua ben Levi was once 

ill and his Neshamah went up to Shamayim for a few days. His Neshamah then returned to his body and 

he was restored to life. He then told his students, “Fortunate is the one who is Mevater, he gives in to 

others! When I was standing before the Heavenly Court in Shamayim, groups of Malachim were listing 

my merits in an effort to allow me to live a little longer, but their words weren’t accepted. Until finally, 

one Malach came forward and said, “Rav Huna is a Mevater!” and immediately I was brought back to 

life.” When Rav Aryeh Levine, zt”l, was a Chassan, he didn’t have any gifts to give to his Kallah, as 

they were engaged during a time of severe famine in Yerushalayim, and since there wasn’t enough 

money to buy food, they certainly couldn’t afford gifts. Rav Aryeh Levine told her, “I can't afford to 

give you a gift, so instead, I will give you my promise, and that is for the rest of my life, I will always 

be Mevater to you and agree to whatever you want. This is my engagement gift to you.” She replied, 

“And I give you the very same gift!” Baruch Hashem, their marriage was wonderful and they saw many 

Brachos in their lives, for example, Rav Eliyashev, zt”l, was one of their sons-in-law. The Zohar 

HaKadosh (Hakdamah) teaches us, “When Hashem wanted to create the world, all the letters of the 

Alef-Bais came before Hashem. Each letter wished for Hashem to begin the Creation with him. First the 

letter Taf came, the last letter, and then the letter Shin, and then Reish, and so on from the end of the 

Alef-Bais to the beginning, and each letter told their virtues and why they thought Hashem should create 

the world with them. Hashem praised each letter, but told them that they weren’t fitting for this great 

mission. This continued until the letter Bais came and said to Hashem, ‘Perhaps it is Your will to create 

the world with me, since through me, all worlds are Blessed, since the letter Bais is the first letter of the 

word Brachah.’ Hashem answered, ‘'I will create the world with you! You will be the beginning of the 

Creation!’ All this time, the Alef didn’t come forward. Hashem asked the Alef, ‘Why aren’t you coming 

before Me like the other letters?’ The Alef answered, ‘Master of the World, I saw that you gave this 

great gift to the letter Bais, and it isn’t proper for the exalted King to take away a precious gift that He 

gave to one of His servants, and give it to another servant.’ Hashem saw that the Alef was Mevater— he 

allowed the Bais to have the honor, and he didn’t argue for it. Therefore, Hashem said, ‘Alef, though the 

world will be created with the Bais, you will be the first from all the letters, and your essence will 

express my Oneness, as the word Echad begins with an Alef.” The Alef earned many great gifts and 

honors, simply by remaining silent, and this teaches us that one will always benefit by being a Mevater!  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Elimelech Biderman writes that there once was a certain prestigious family that had an embarrassing 

family secret. They tried to conceal this matter, but at times it becomes known, leaving all members of the 

family to feel very ashamed. The two oldest children of the family were a single daughter and an eighteen-

year-old Bachur. This Bachur was once eating lunch in his Yeshivah, when an unkind Bachur publicly 

revealed their family secret, cruelly intending to hurt him. The Bachur stood up, tears brimming from his 

eyes, and said, “I forgive you!” and rushed out of the room. He knew that since he didn’t answer back, he 

had the power of giving Brachos, as he had learned about. He quickly went home, found his older sister, 

and said, “I am giving you a Brachah, and within a month, you will be engaged!” She was shocked. She 

asked him, “How do you know this?” He answered, “I have the power of Brachos right now and I assure 

you that within a month, you will be a Kallah!” He then told her about the great embarrassment that he 

endured, and that he remained silent. It became clear very quickly that his sister didn’t need to wait out the 

month. Within just a couple of weeks the Shidduch she was involved in worked out and she got engaged! 

 


