
 

 

 

 

 

 

The promise of Yakov Avinu 
 

It is written in this week’s Torah portion that after our forefather Yakov woke up from his 

dream, he made the following promise, “If Elokim (Hashem) will be with me, and will protect 

me on my path, which I am walking on, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear; and I 

will return to my father’s house in peace, and Hashem (Almighty) will be my Elokim (Hashem). 

We have to understand what it means if Hashem  will be with me.  It depends on person’s 

behavior, doesn’t it?  And how do we understand and Hashem will be my Elokim?  Let’s try to 

understand with the help of the following story. 

There was one family, whose son was having very hard time following the Torah way.  He was 

constantly expelled from yeshivos because of his behavior, and he couldn’t find a place for 

himself to learn.  The family went to the famous Rav, Reb Shimshon Pinkus, for help. 

Reb Shimshon didn’t waste time and called one yeshiva, which specializes in handling such 

students.  Rosh yeshiva listened to Reb Shimshon, but said that he regrets, but cannot accept 

the boy. Most probably it will happen again that within 6 months he will be expelled from this 

yeshiva as well, and, who knows, he may make others follow his lead. 

Reb Shimshon said that he needs one more day to get more information about the boy.  The 

next day he called Rosh yeshiva again. 

“You know what I found out? – said Reb Shimshon to the Rosh yeshiva. – This boy is the great 

grandson of illustrious tsaddik, Reb Moshe Sofer (who lived 200 years ago and was one of the 
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most famous rabbis of that time in whole Europe).  I have no doubt that great grandfather’s 

merits will protect this child from bad ideas.” 

“I agree, - said Rosh yeshiva. – I’ll accept the boy.” 

“I cannot believe this, - exclaimed Reb Shimshon in astonishment. – In reality this boy is not 

related to Reb Moshe Sofer at all.  He is simply a descendant of our forefathers, Avraham, 

Itzhak, and Yakov.  Isn’t that enough for their merits to protect him from all bad?  You need that 

he be specifically a descendant of Reb Moshe Sofer?” 

In reality, Yakov made the promise not for himself, but for all his future children, the whole 

Jewish nation.  He meant the following: 

If Elokim (Hashem) will be with me – If my children will behave themselves according to the 

Torah, then Elokim (Hashem) will be with me – with my children, and Hashem will protect 

them (my children) in the path which I am walking on, and will give them  bread to eat and 

clothing to wear. But if evil inclination makes them veer from the right path, and it will seem 

that no one cares for them, they should remember – and I will return to my father’s house in 

peace – where they are coming from, who are their forefathers, and however hard it is for 

them to return,  HaShem (Name which denotes mercy) will be to me, to me and to my children, 

Elokim (Name which denotes  judgement), meaning that they will see mercy even in 

judgement, even when it is hard for them, and this will save them from all their troubles, and 

they will be able to return to You. 
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