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Hashem Defines the Mission 
Parashas Chukas 

  
Harav Hagaon Nissan Kaplan Shlit”a 

 

 

Parashas Chukas begins with the words ּתֹוָרה ת הַּ  Rashi explains that the mitzvah of .זֹאת ֻחקַּ

Parah Adumah is referred to as a chok because the Satan and the gentile nations scoff at 

this mitzvah, claiming it doesn’t make sense. The Torah therefore refers to it as a chok, 

something we do purely because Hashem said to it.  

 

Similarly, Chazal teach that the words in Koheles: י ֶמנִּ יא ְרחֹוָקה מִּ י ֶאְחָכָמה ְוהִּ ְרּתִּ  refer to ָאמַּ

Parah Adumah, which was unfathomable even to Shlomo Hamelech, the wisest of men. 

Shlomo understood the reasons behind all the mitzvos – except Parah Adumah.  

 

We see from Rashi and Chazal that Parah Adumah is a chok – it’s incomprehensible. Yet 

Chazal, cited by Rashi, taught that Parah Adumah is a kapparah for Cheit Ha’eigel: “Let 

the mother come and clean what her child dirtied.” Apparently, there is an explanation for 

the mitzvah of Parah Adumah. Why, then, asks the Beis Halevi, is it considered a chok?  

 

This question is compounded by the words of the Yotzros of Parashas Parah. The Yotzros 

state that Parah Adumah is a chok that can’t be questioned or understood:  

 

ה ֶנֱחָקָקה. ל מַּ ר עַּ ְרֵהר ְולֹומַּ ְמָרּה ֶהָחקּוק ָבּה ֻחָקה. ֵאין ְלהַּ ֲעֵמי ָפָרה ֶשֵאין  ..ְוָכל אִּ טַּ ין. חּוץ מִּ יל ָיבִּ ְשכִּ מַּ ְוָכל הַּ

ין.   ְלָהבִּ

 

But then, the Yotzros go on to explain how every detail of the Parah Adumah 

corresponds to the Cheit Ha’eigel:  

 

מֹו ירּו ָכבֹוד ְבֶבן ָפָרה. ְוָסְררּו בֹו ְכָפָרה. ָּתבֹא אִּ ָפָרה ֵהם ֵהמִּ ְהֶיה ָלָעם כַּ יא ָפָרה. ְותִּ  :ֲאֶשר הִּ

ח ְוָאדֹום יִּ  ים. ּוָבּה צַּ ת ָפנִּ יא ֲאֻדמַּ מֹו ֲאֶשר הִּ ים. ָּתבֹא אִּ ינִּ ְפנִּ ים. ְוָאְדמּו ֶעֶצם מִּ ימּו בֹו ָפנִּ יםֵהם ֶהֱאדִּ  :ָשא ָפנִּ

ימִּ  ְהיֹות ְּתמִּ ים. ּוָבּה ֻחְיבּו מִּ יםֵהם ֲחָרטּוהּו ֱהיֹות ָצג ְכָתמִּ ּצּור ָּתמִּ ָמה הַּ ֵהר ּתַּ ים. ּוָבּה ְיטַּ ימִּ ת ְּתמִּ ימַּ מֹו ְּתמִּ  :ים. ָּתבֹא אִּ

יחַּ ְדֵמי מֹו ֲאֶשר ֵאין ָבּה מּום. ְלָהדִּ ֲעֵלי מּום. ָּתבֹא אִּ  :ָיָפה ְוֵאין ָבּה מּום ֵהם ָשֲחחּו ְלֶפֶסל ָכל מּום. ְוֶנֱעְנשּו בֹו ֱהיֹות בַּ

מְ  ְכָמם ְכעֹולֵהם ָזְממּו ְבֵעֶגל לִּ ל שִּ ָנֵתן עַּ מֹו ֲאֶשר לֹא ָעָלה ָעֶליָה עֹול. ְותִּ ְפְרקּו עֹול. ָּתבֹא אִּ יִּ ְזְבחּו לֹו וַּ יִּ  :עֹול. וַּ
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ר ָבּה עֲ  יֻכפַּ ֹכֵהן. וִּ ָנֵתן לַּ מֹו ְותִּ ֵהן. ָּתבֹא אִּ יש ְמכַּ יד אִּ ְשמִּ ף ְבהַּ ְקֲהלּו ֲעבּורֹו ֶאל ֹכֵהן. ְוֻאנַּ  :ןֹון ֹכהֵ ֵהם נִּ

ְשָרף. ֵכן ָבֵאש ּתּוְשָרף  :ּוְכמֹו ָבֵאש נִּ

ק ְוֵתָעֶשה ָעָפר ד ָעָפר. ֵכן ּתּודַּ ק עַּ ן ְוהּודַּ  :ּוְכמֹו טּוחַּ

ם ָמיִּ ְך ֲאָפָרּה ֶאל הַּ ם. ֵכן ֻּתְשלַּ יִּ מַּ ְך ֲעָפרֹו ֶאל הַּ  :ּוְכמֹו ָהְשלַּ

ְלֵפי יֹוֶשר. ֵכן  יֵני כֹוֶשרּוְכמֹו ָנְפלּו בֹו ְשלֶשת אַּ ְפלּו ָבּה ְשֹלֶשת מִּ  :יִּ

ע ָכל ָטהֹור גַּ ֵמא ְבמַּ ם ָטהֹור. ֵכן ְּתטַּ ֵנף עַּ  :ּוְכמֹו טִּ

 

Klal Yisrael used a calf for the Cheit Ha’eigel, so the kapparah should come about 

through the cow, the mother. The cheit is analogous to the color red, as we see in the Beis 

Hamikdash, so through the Parah Adumah, which is red, Hashem, who is referred to as 

“red” (ח ְוָאדֹום  will grant forgiveness. Klal Yisrael became blemished as a result of the (צַּ

cheit, so the Parah Adumah has to be unblemished. They were porek ol, casting off their 

“yoke,” so the Parah Adumah must never have carried a yoke. They prevailed upon 

Aharon Hakohen to do the Cheit Ha’eigel, so the Parah Adumah had to be brought to the 

kohen. The Eigel was burned by Moshe, so the Parah Adumah is also burned. The Eigel 

was ground into dust, so the Parah Adumah is turned into dust. The dust of the Eigel was 

mixed with water and given to Klal Yisrael to drink, so the ashes of the Parah Adumah 

are mixed with water.  

 

As a kapparah for the Cheit Ha’eigel, the mitzvah Parah Adumah seems to make sense, 

correlating down to the last detail. Why, then, is it considered a chok?  

 

Follow Instructions, Don’t Create Your Own 

The Beis Halevi answers this question by explaining the root of the Cheit Ha’eigel. This 

was the Dor Deiah, the people who received the Torah and heard Hashem Himself say: 

י  יָךקֶ ֱאֹל ה'ָאֹנכִּ . How could they fall to idol worship?  

 

Their wrongdoing did not come from a bad place. They didn’t know what had happened 

to Moshe Rabbeinu – Chazal say that the Satan showed them an image of him in a coffin 

– and they were seeking a means of connecting to the Ribbono Shel Olam. Yet with all 

their good intentions, what resulted was an Eigel, a direct violation of Hashem’s 

command of: ֲעֶשה ְלָך ֶפֶסל ְוָכל ְּתמּוָנה   .לֹא תַּ

 

Hashem gave us a Torah; He gave us rules for how to have a connection with Him. We’re 

not allowed to decide on our own how to connect with the Ribbono Shel Olam. No matter 

how good your intentions are, you have to do what the Ribbono Shel Olam wants.  

 

This week I was in the shivah of Rav Meir Zlotowitz, who did so much for Klal Yisrael, 

opening the doors of Shas for countless people. I saw there one of the emails that the 

family received, in which someone had written the following: Every person is asked, 

when he comes up to Shomayim: קבעת עתים לתורה – did you establish fixed times for  

Torah study? Thanks to Rav Meir, a lot of people can answer yes.  

 

With all that he accomplished, however, all his life he kept before himself the principle 

that if Hashem wants it, I’ll do it; if Hashem doesn’t want it, I won’t do it. He had Rav 

Dovid Feinstein to tell him what to do and what not to do.  
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That is really the foundation of every Yid’s avodah. We have to do what Hashem wants, 

following the rules delineated by the Shulchan Aruch and Poskim. Klal Yisrael sought to 

do what Hashem wants – but they thought that they could make up what Hashem wants.   

 

We have to do ָּוה ֲאֶשר צִּ ֶאת מֶשה ה' כַּ , not what we want to do or what we imagine will bring 

us closer to Hashem.  

 

The way to atone for the Cheit Ha’eigel was through the Parah Adumah. On one hand, it 

fit the Cheit Ha’eigel like a glove, with every detail middah k’neged middah. But on the 

other hand, it didn’t make sense – it was metaheir es hatmei’im and metaher es 

hatehorim. That is the kapparah for Cheit Ha’egel: Do something you don’t understand, 

solely because Hashem told you to do it. Your job is to do as Hashem instructed and 

follow His will whether you understand it or not.  

 

To recitfy the Cheit Ha’eigel, we have a mitzvah that even Shlomo Hamelech could not 

understand. The mitzvah is similar to the Eigel so that we can understand that it’s a 

kapparah, but the mechanism of the mitzvah is unfathomable.  

 

When I was learning in Ponovezh, some people wanted to arrange a kiruv event that they 

thought would change the face of Klal Yisrael. The event would have involved certain 

violatiosn of halachah, such as mixed dancing, and they approached Rav Shach to ask if 

it could be done. Rav Shach’s response was that we have to do what Hashem wants. Even 

if this event would have caused thousands of people to become baalei teshuvah, that does 

not justify violating Hashem’s will. Our job is to do ratzon Hashem.  

 

Leave the Outcome to Hashem 

Elsewhere in this week’s parashah, Moshe Rabbeinu strikes the rock instead of speaking 

to it, and as a result is barred from entering Eretz Yisrael. Rav Leib Bakst offers a 

beautiful insight.  

 

After the Ribbono Shel Olam first sent Moshe to Pharaoh, Moshe returned and said: 

 

י ְחָּתנִּ ֶזה ָלָמה ֶזה ְשלַּ ְשֶמָך. ָלָמה ֲהֵרֹעָתה ָלָעם הַּ ֵבר בִּ ְרֹעה ְלדַּ י ֶאל פַּ ְלָּת ֶאת  ּוֵמָאז ָבאתִּ ּצַּ ֵּצל לֹא הִּ ֶזה ְוהַּ ע ָלָעם הַּ ֵהרַּ

ֶמָך  . עַּ

 

The Sforno writes that at that time, it was decreed that Moshe Rabbeinu could not enter 

Eretz Yisrael. Yet in this parashah, we see that Mei Merivah was the cause of this 

gezeirah, as the passuk says: י יֵשנִּ ְקדִּ י ְלהַּ ְנֶּתם בִּ ן לֹא ֶהֱאמַּ   ?Which one is it .יַּעַּ

 

Rav Leib Bakst explains that a Yid has to do what Hashem tells him to do, regardless of  

what the outcome is. In Parashas Shemos, Moshe Rabbeinu complained to Hashem that 

although He had sent him to Pharaoh, the Jews had not been saved. But Moshe’s job was 

to listen to Hashem, not to bring about results. His misstep here was that rather than focus 

on what Hashem had told him to do, he focused on the outcome.  
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At Mei Merivah, Moshe struck the rock because no water had emerged from it when he 

hit it. But Hashem had told him to speak to the rock. If he followed Hashem’s instruction 

and no water came out, that was not his problem. Here, too, he focused on the outcome, 

not on his responsibility, which was solely to carry out Hashem’s will. 

 

A person has to learn that “Ich darf tuhn, ich darf nisht oiftuhn.” Of course we should try 

to be succesful in life, but we have to know that our job is not to succeed in our mission –

– our job is to do our misson. Once we fulfilled the shlichus that Hashem assigned us, 

what happens next isn’t our responsibility.    

 

Twice, Moshe was concerned about chillul Hashem because his efforts had not resulted 

in the desired outcome. He went to Pharaoh, and the Jews were not saved. He spoke to 

the rock, and no water came out. His mistake was the same as the underlying mistake of 

Cheit Ha’eigel, which was that the people trampled ratzon Hashem in their quest to serve 

Hashem and come close to Him. We have to listen to Hashem, not to try to create the 

outcome we desire.  

 

During the time of the Chofetz Chaim, some people wanted to change something in the 

yeshiva system, and the Chofetz Chaim did not allow it. “If we don’t do this,” the people 

warned, “we won’t have any talmidim in the yeshivos.” 

 

The Chofetz Chaim responded that our job is not to have talmidim, or yeshivos; our job is 

to listen to the Ribbono Shel Olam and do things the way He commanded us to. If we 

follow His instructions, what happens as a result is immaterial. (Obviously, only a Gadol 

B’Yisrael knows how and when to apply this principle; it is not for ordinary members of 

Klal Yisrael to determine on their own.) 

 

We have to listen to the Ribbono Shel Olam and follow Him, and if we do that, then 

b’ezras Hashem we will experience much siyatta d’Shmaya. 

 


