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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Pekudei 5776 

 Hesped of the Rosh Yeshivah on 
Rosh Yeshivas Ponevezh, Rav 
Chaim Shlomo Leibowitz zt”l  

[The following was said at the funeral.] There is an 

obligation to eulogize the deceased. Especially regarding a 

great man, there is a very great obligation of eulogy. A person 

must make sure he properly eulogizes a great person, as 

otherwise there is a great claim in Heaven against him. 

However, it is impossible for me to properly eulogize the 

great Rosh Yeshivah zt”l who has passed away. I therefore 

ask Mechilah in advance of the Rosh Yeshivah zt”l, as I know 

I will not be able to do him justice.                                                

The Rosh Yeshivah was a grandson of Reb Baruch Ber 

Leibowitz zt”l, the Birkas Shmuel, who was a student of Rav 

Chaim Brisker zt”l. Rav Chaim was the son of the Beis 

Ha’Levi, who taught Torah in Yeshivas Volozhin based on 

the way he was taught to learn by Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l, 

who was the main student of the Vilna Gaon. The Torah that 

he taught in our Yeshivah and in other Yeshivos was Torah 

Emes. It descended from a long line of tremendous Torah 

scholars (as described above). It essentially was the Torah of 

the Vilna Gaon! He had Torah, righteousness, and all of the 

attributes which enable a person to acquire Torah.                                                           

The Gemara in Moed Katan (25b) states that Hashem is 

happy when the soul of a righteous and pure person is brought 

before Him. Accordingly, there is a great joy currently in 

Heaven, as the Rosh Yeshivah has ascended to the Heavens. 

The Rosh Yeshivah is meeting all of the past Roshei 

Yeshivah, including his illustrious grandfather Rav Baruch 

Ber, and any other Roshei Yeshivah. This is understandable 

cause for great happiness and joy! I am sure he is 

experiencing great joy right now. 

However, we who are left on earth are lacking the 

tremendous influence of the Rosh Yeshivah. We have a 

tremendous void!  

We need much Heavenly mercy for us to have an 

opportunity to fill this void. It is not just our void, but it is a 

void for the entire Torah world. It is a void for the family and 

especially his widow, may she be well. All of Klal Yisrael is 

now lacking the Torah and righteousness of the Rosh 

Yeshivah. May the One Who said to the world, “Enough,” say 

this to our troubles. May we merit the Final Redemption 

speedily, and may death be swallowed up permanently! 

 

****************************************** 

What Has Hashem Done to Us? 
The Rosh Yeshivah Rav Chaim Shlomo Leibowitz zt”l 

passed away this week. This should stir us to repent. The 

Bereishis Rabah (91:9) states that when the great Rebbi 

Simon passed away, Rebbi Levi eulogized him by saying, 

“The Shevatim found a lost item, as the Passuk states, “And 

their hearts went out. This certainly applies to us, who have 

lost Rebbi Simon!” What is the meaning of this Medrash?      

When the Shevatim found that the money they had paid 

Yosef (who they did not yet realize was Yosef) had been 

returned to their bags, they started to suspect that someone 

was trying to frame them. They proclaimed, “What is this that 

Hashem has done to us?” They did not say, “What has the 

minister of Egypt done to us?” Rather, they realized that this 

was between them and Hashem. Hashem created this situation 

where they would now be scared of what was going to happen 

to them. They therefore realized that they had to think, and 

understand the message Hashem was sending them. They 

knew that if a person has difficulties, it is because Hashem 

wants him to mend his ways.    
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Hashem never pains a person who does not deserve pain. 

The Passuk in Devarim (32:4) states that Hashem’s actions 

are perfect. Whenever a person dies, it is not just that this 

person deserved to die. Rather, every single person who was 

pained by this person’s death, including family, students, and 

friends, deserved the pain they endure due to this person’s 

death.  

This is not the case regarding punishments of Beis Din. If 

Beis Din is required to kill a person because he sinned, they 

do not judge whether each person who will be pained due to 

this death will be pained justly or unjustly. Of course, if the 

person is killed by Beis Din, Hashem clearly deemed that 

everyone affected by the death deserved to be affected by it. 

However, Beis Din does not get involved in determining 

whether each person affected deserves to be affected. If there 

are relatives of this person who do not deserve to be pained, 

perhaps Hashem will cause Beis Din to find this person 

innocent (i.e. perhaps on a technicality, and Hashem will 

punish the sinner at a different time, in a way that these 

people will not suffer).          

The Shevatim therefore noted that Hashem has done this to 

us, and that he did this to us since this is what we deserve. We 

therefore must contemplate, why do we deserve this? This 

must have happened in order that we should learn from this 

and fix our actions. We must repent, and rectify any 

wrongdoing.      

Rebbi Levi therefore stated in the Bereishis Rabah (ibid.) 

that the Shevatim realized when something suspiciously good 

happened to them, that there is a reason that Hashem did this, 

and He wants them to repent. Certainly this is the case 

regarding the passing of Rebbi Simon! This is clearly not a 

good thing, as the people of his generation lost his great 

positive influence in Torah and righteousness. Therefore, it is 

clearly incumbent on any generation that loses a towering 

scholar such as Rebbi Simon, and in our case the Rosh 

Yeshivah Rav Chaim Shlomo Leibowitz zt”l, to realize what 

Hashem wants from us by having him pass away. What is 

Hashem communicating to us by having us undergo such a 

difficult loss? Both in Yeshivas Ponevezh and in Yeshivas 

Kamenitz, where he served as Rosh Yeshivah, his great 

knowledge of Torah that he shared with us all will be sorely 

missed. His positive influence will be missed by all of the 

students in these Yeshivos.  

Influencing The World 
Rav Chaim Shlomo zt”l influenced the world, even those 

who did not know him. This is as the Chazon Ish wrote 

(published in Kovetz Igros 3:62) that a “true Ba’al Torah” has 

a tremendous influence on his surroundings, without his even 

trying to have this effect. If a person has a real connection to 

Torah, everyone around him is influenced by seeing this real 

connection in action. Even if he does not give classes in 

Gemara or Mussar, observing his Torah life of learning 

Torah, Davening like one is supposed to Daven, and 

meticulous Mitzvah observance is the biggest lesson that one 

can learn. His holiness radiates outwards, influencing all who 

are in his area.             

 The Chazon Ish continues (ibid.) that while the influence 

of a true Ba’al Torah can be seen amongst those who are in 

his immediate surroundings, in truth he positively affects 

others who are not in his immediate vicinity (even though it is 

hard to identify this type of influence as coming from this 

particular true Ba’al Torah).        

For example, it is known that before World War II there 

was a Kollel in Ishashok where married men would travel to 

learn Torah. They would leave their house for years, in the 

sole pursuit of Torah study (similar to Rebbi Akiva). The 

people of the community would support them, giving them 

food and drink, a place to sleep, and a place where they could 

comfortably learn Torah without being disturbed. People used 

to say that if the Kollel in Ishashok would close down, 

storeowners in far away towns would open their stores on 

Shabbos. In other words, the great merit of those who studied 

in Ishashok caused simple people from far away towns to 

maintain their Emunah, and keep Shabbos. If the Kollel men 

in Ishashok would stop learning or weaken their learning, 

there would be a weakening in Emunah among the masses. 

This is the powerful and far-reaching influence of those who 

learn Torah.         

This is the message of the Chazon Ish, that a true Ba’al 

Torah influences people throughout the world. Accordingly, 

when there is a true Ba’al Torah in Eretz Yisrael, he also 

influences Jews in America and throughout the world!      

The Tosefta (12:5) states that as long as Eliyahu was alive, 

there was prophecy amongst the Bnei Nevi’im (young 

prophets). When Eliyahu became an angel, this prophecy left 
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the Bnei Nevi’im. Eliyahu influenced the Bnei Nevi’im to the 

point that their receiving prophecy depended upon his 

influence. Even though Elisha the prophet was still alive, he 

was not on the level of Eliyahu whose mere existence caused 

others to have prophecy. Even though Elisha requested and 

was granted twice as much “spirit” as Eliyahu (see Melachim 

Beis, 2:9), this was only regarding his revival of two people 

from the dead, as opposed to Eliyahu who only revived one 

person (see Sanhedrin 47a).          

We find a similar concept in Bava Basra (75a) regarding 

Moshe Rabeinu and Yehoshua Bin Nun. The Gemara says 

that Moshe’s face was like the sun and Yehoshua’s face was 

like the moon. Just as the sun shines light onto the moon, and 

the moon’s light is not its own, but rather that of the sun, so 

too the countenance of Yehoshua’s face was from Moshe 

Rabeinu. This was true, relative to Moshe Rabeinu. However, 

after Moshe died, Yehoshua was like the sun compared to the 

rest of the people in his generation.  

Indeed, Yehoshua performed miracles similar to the 

miracles performed by Moshe. Just as Moshe split the Yam 

Suf, so too did Yeshoshua split the Yarden (Jordan River). 

Both of them caused the sun to stand still (see Avodah Zarah 

25a).  

It is clear that the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Chaim Shlomo 

Leibowitz zt”l, was a true perfect Ba’al Torah! Therefore, 

not just the Yeshivos, but the entire world is lacking due 

to his passing!  

Accordingly, everyone in Klal Yisrael has been affected by 

his passing, even if they are not aware of it. We have all lost 

the influence of a true Ba’al Torah who influenced the entire 

world! Hashem obviously wants each and every person to 

strengthen themselves in whatever area they need to improve. 

Some need to strengthen the quantity of their Torah learning 

or deeds, and some need to strengthen the quality of their 

Torah learning (i.e. through better concentration) or deeds.                

  Contemplating Our Actions 
The Gemara in Berachos (5a) states that if a person sees 

that he is starting to suffer, he should contemplate his actions. 

The Gemara in Eruvin (13a) similarly states this, but has two 

different terms that it uses for this message. One is 

“Yefashfesh” and the other is “Yemashmesh.” The Mesilas 

Yesharim (ch.3) says that this refers to two different 

processes. “Yefashfesh” refers to seeking out any sins that a 

person might have committed, and seeing if he is not doing 

any good deeds that he truly should be doing. “Yemashmesh” 

refers to checking the good actions that he is doing, and 

seeing if he is doing them properly. This second process is 

more difficult, as a person usually is satisfied that he is doing 

good deeds, and does not always analyze them properly to see 

if he should be doing them differently (i.e. with better intent 

or in a better manner).              

I know a person who constantly reviews the introduction 

and the first chapter of Mesilas Yesharim. He does not learn 

more than that. While it is important to learn the entire Sefer, 

and this person is aware of that, he told me that he feels very 

uplifted when he learns over and over again what the purpose 

of a person is in this world. Every time he reads these words, 

he feels influenced positively by the holy words of the 

Mesilas Yesharim. I have heard other people say as well that a 

person who often learns the beginning of Mesilas Yesharim is 

a person who will be influenced in a way that will change him 

completely. Of course, this only refers to someone who loves 

learning these words, and is constantly inspired by reading 

these words often. If a person just reads them again and again 

because he thinks it will help, but he is extremely bored when 

he reads these words, it will not do very much for him.  

This effect can be compared to constant dripping of water 

on a rock. While water poured on a rock does not do much, a 

constant drip of water on a rock will eventually make a hole 

in the rock. This is in fact a Passuk in Iyov (14:19), “Stones 

worn down by water.” The same is true regarding learning 

Mussar. If a person learns Mussar constantly, he will 

eventually be able to influence himself bit by bit. He will be 

able to stop bad behaviors, and be spiritually mobile. Of 

course, the two go hand in hand. The Balei Mussar say that if 

a person is not going up, he is going down. Learning Mussar 

enables a person to stop going down, and at the same time 

start ascending the ladder of spirituality.            

There are many things that a person must constantly work 

on and strengthen. First and foremost, a person must work on 

constantly learning Torah while understanding how Torah 

study is the most important aspect of our lives. A person must 

realize that the Shechinah rests upon a person who learns 

Torah. According to the Tana Dvei Eliyahu, the Shechinah 
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actually sits opposite every person who is learning and learns 

together with him! This is the tremendous spiritual 

importance of Torah! Understandably, one must be on a high 

level to fully appreciate this presence of the Shechinah.                 

Pirkei Avos (2:12) states that a person should do 

everything for the sake of Heaven. The Rambam in Hilchos 

De’os (3:3) states that if a person goes to sleep with intent to 

rest in order to serve Hashem, even his resting is deemed to 

be a Mitzvah. A person could have been doing other things, 

such as speaking idle talk with his friends late into the night 

(resulting in his being unable to learn well in the morning), 

instead of going to sleep on time. The fact that he chose to go 

to sleep on time in order to have a good day of Avodas 

Hashem is a Mitzvah.      

If we can strengthen ourselves spiritually in anyway in 

memory of the Rosh Yeshivah zt”l, it will be a merit for him 

in Shamayim. While the Rosh Yeshivah is clearly already on 

a lofty level in the next world, there is no limit to how lofty of 

a spiritual level a person can reach in the next world. This will 

also be a merit, of course, for anyone who strengthens himself 

as well. Not only is this in his memory, and is a Mitzvah for 

the person who does it, it is also considered as doing Chessed 

with the dead (to perform a Mitzvah l’Iluy Nishmas the 

deceased).         

We must strengthen ourselves in Emunah. We must 

remember that Hashem runs the world with Hashgachah 

Peratis. We must refrain from being lightheaded, and shirking 

the yoke of Torah and Mitzvos. A person must be careful to 

think before he speaks, and not to continuously talk without 

thinking. Such a person cannot help but insult people quite 

often, as they are never thinking of the ramifications and 

implications of what they say. A person like this will find it 

difficult to ask forgiveness from all of the people he offended, 

even if he one day indeed does repent.      

The Chovos Ha’Levavos writes that it is always possible to 

repent. Even if a person was someone who is like we have 

described above, if he indeed repents completely and truly, 

Hashem will give him the opportunity to ask forgiveness from 

those he offended. Alternatively, Hashem will put in their 

hearts the will to forgive him.       

We should all learn Mussar Sefarim on a daily basis, as 

these are the Sefarim that guide us, and help us repent 

completely. May Hashem grant us Siyata Dishmaya!     

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Adar I 5776.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים

 

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  


