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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 וזכרתי להם ברית ראשונים )כו:מה(
I will remember for them the original covenant (26:45) 

The Ksav Sofer states that with these words the Torah comes to 
encourage the Children of Israel that they should not become depressed 
and they should not give up hope. The Nation of Israel is found in Galus – 
exile, their spiritual situation is very distant from satisfying the desire, and 
this can cause a person to suspect that HaKadosh Baruch Hu has 
completely abandoned us. This is why Hashem says: “I will remember the 
original covenant” – the covenant of leaving Egypt. And what was so 
special about the Exodus from Egypt? The Children of Israel worshipped 
idols and still Hashem redeemed them and saved them! So too, with all 
future exiles, we should not give up hope – HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
remembers “the original covenant” and He will never cast away His 
nation. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

Toras Kohanim (26:2) states that the opening Pasuk of Parashas 

Bechukosai (26:3) teaches us that Hashem desires that we invest energies in 

Torah study and observance. When one desires something, it is an indication 

that he is lacking it. How can we say that Hashem is lacking anything??        

Rav Elya Baruch Finkel answers that because Hashem has everything and He is 

the Source of everything, it is impossible for Hashem to experience the feelings 

of exerting effort when trying to understand Torah. It is because Hashem cannot 

experience this that He desires that we put in that effort! 

 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 
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                Candle Lighting: 8:05  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:35   Gra: 9:11 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:25 

Chatzos: 12:55       Sh'kiah: 8:23 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:14 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:36  

                                                 (some say 10:11) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Vayikra 
              Candle Lighting: 8:09 

The time immediately after lighting Shabbos 

candles is considered a special time for women 

to Daven, specifically for their children’s 

Ruchniyus. The Gemara (Shabbos 23b) tells us 

that the Torah is referred to as “Ohr”, a light, 

and someone who fulfills the Mitzvah of 

Hadlakas Neiros will merit having children who 

light up the world with their Torah. Rav Aharon 

Shmuel Kaidanover was a great Rav and Torah 

scholar, but his mother was a simple woman and 

unlearned. She didn’t know how to read Hebrew, 

and she was unable to Daven. However, after 

lighting the Shabbos candles each week, she 

would pray in her native Russian that her son 

Shmuel grow up to be a Torah scholar. These 

heartfelt Tefilos of a simple mother were 

answered in her son’s immense achievements in 

Torah learning! (Da’as Moshe) 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Nochum Partzowitz, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of Mir, 

Yerushalayim, could not wait to go to Cheder in the morning, as 

his desire to learn Torah was so great. He would often go barefoot,  

because it took him too long to put on his shoes! 
 

If a Kohein or Levi were called up for an Aliyah and he was in the middle of 

saying Krias Shema or its Brachos, he should still go up for his Aliyah and say 

the Brachos for it, but he should not read along with the Baal Koreh. Rather, he 

should just listen and follow along. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:10) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
A wealthy man once came to the Chofetz Chaim and wanted to know, what is the 

foundation for the existence of the Nation of Israel? The Chofetz Chaim heard his question 

and he brought the man to his Yeshivah. In the Yeshivah, the wealthy man heard the loud 

voices of the Bachrim and the arguing back and forth, and he did not understand a thing. He 

immediately left and said to the Chofetz Chaim, “Why did you bring me here?! Many boys are 

sitting, dressed in black, and arguing all day!” The Chofetz Chaim explained that it is 

comparable to a ship with four decks which was rented by a wealthy man. Before signing the 

contract, the wealthy man wanted to see the beauty of the ship. He started his tour on the 

fourth deck, the uppermost deck, and then went down to the third deck and then to the second 

deck. However, when he came to the first deck, he was not allowed entry. They claimed that 

this level was dirty and not in order, but the wealthy man stood firm, and he wanted to see it. 

He entered the lower deck and he saw the engine room and the noise and the dirt that was 

everywhere. When the wealthy man saw this he said that he was not interested in this level. 

The captain of the ship said to him that without this level, the ship would not travel. The 

Chofetz Chaim explained that the same applied to the Yeshivah. “Without these Talmidei 

Chachamim that you saw arguing, the world would not be able to exist!” 
 

After World War II, those Jews who 

survived the war were placed in DP 

(Displaced Persons) camps. Soldiers from 

the United States army were there to attend 

to the basic necessities of these survivors. 

Rabbi Goldman was an observant Jewish 

chaplain who went out of his way to provide 

for the needs of his brethren. One of his 

functions as chaplain was to determine each 

survivor’s most urgent needs. He would 

mount an army truck and with the help of a 

megaphone, instruct the people to line up. 

The survivors would then file past the truck 

and tell Rabbi Goldman what they needed as 

soon as possible. One of those who stood on 

line was Mr. Schwartz, a battered survivor of 

the Auschwitz concentration camp. When 

his turn came, he looked up at the chaplain 

and said, “I need a Gemara Bava Kamma.” 

Rabbi Goldman did not believe what he was 

hearing. He looked at Mr. Schwartz and said 

in a kind, soothing voice, “I am here to try to 

get you clothing, medical supplies— 

whatever you need to become healthy again. 

How can I help you?” Mr. Schwartz looked 

up and responded, “Let me explain my 

immediate needs to you. Five and a half 

years ago, I was studying Masechta Bava 
Kamma. Then the Nazis came and destroyed 

Jewish life as we knew it, and sent me away 

to the camps. I have not seen a Gemara since 

that day. Now, Baruch Hashem, I am free to 

study Torah again, and I want to resume my 

learning. What I need most right now is a 

Gemara. Please help me to obtain it.” Rabbi 

Goldman just stood quietly and looked at 

Mr. Schwartz, and thought to himself. Five 

and a half years in the Nazi concentration 

camp, and all this man wanted was a 

Gemara. He decided that he would do 

whatever he could to find a Gemara for    

Mr. Schwartz, and he soon succeeded in 

locating an old Mesechta Bava Kamma 

among the contents of a Hebrew library 

dumped by the Nazis. Words cannot describe 

how Mr. Schwartz’s eyes lit up when Rabbi 

Goldman gave him the Gemara. Five and a 

half years of misery, torment and longing — 

for freedom to learn Torah and to live as a 

Jew should live — all came to a climax 

when Mr. Schwartz thanked Rabbi Goldman 

and took the Gemara. His heart rejoiced that 

he was finally able to learn again! 
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 בס"ד

In Birchas HaTorah, we ask Hashem for the words of Torah to be sweet for us. Rashi 

(Shemos 19:5) comments that if we accept the Torah on ourselves, it will become sweet for us 

from the moment we accept it, since all beginnings are difficult. Rabbi Scheinbaum writes that this 

implies that starting out on the Torah path and beginning to study Torah may be difficult, but it is 

not a difficulty which specifically applies only to the Torah. It is like all other beginnings and new 

undertakings— it is challenging. There is one distinction, however. Once one begins learning 

Torah, it becomes sweet and it is no longer difficult. If one still experiences difficulty, it is because 

he has not yet fully accepted upon himself the yoke of Torah. Torah is the lifeblood of the Jewish 

People. Rav Mendel Kaplan, zt”l, was an individual who exemplified love of Torah. He would 

often reminisce about others, but he was simultaneously expressing his personal feelings. He could 

not forget the little boy in Baranovitch, sitting on the steps of the Cheder reviewing his Chumash, 

long after classes had ended for the day. When Rav Mendel would conclude a Shiur, he would ask 

the students, “Do you hear the music of Rashi?” He once remarked, “When someone learns a lot, 

he develops an appetite for Torah as he does for food. When Rav Aharon Kotler, zt”l, would 

return home after spending a day fundraising for his many Torah related endeavors, he would sit 

down to learn like a hungry man. Rav Shimon Shkop, zt”l, would expend such energy toiling in 

Torah that he barely had any strength left for anything else. If someone tried to discuss any topic 

other than Torah, his eyes would close and he would fall asleep from exhaustion!” Rav Mendel 

would often quote from his Rebbe, Rav Elchonon Wasserman, zt”l, “Learning is very hard, but 

without learning, living is very hard!” He would compare Torah study to the pursuit of business. 

He once needed a part for an old fixture in his house. He went to a hardware supply store and 

showed the owner the part. The owner immediately climbed a ladder, removed an old, dusty box 

and presented the part, commenting, “You know, Rabbi, I have not been asked for this part in over 

thirty years!” Rav Mendel asked him how many parts he had in his warehouse. “Over thirty 

thousand,” he replied. Upon relating the incident, Rav Mendel quipped, “Do you think that he has 

such a brilliant mind that allows him to remember every part that he sells? No! It is his business. If 

it is your business, your livelihood, you remember. You do not have to possess a brilliant mind 

like Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, zt”l, to know where everything is to be found in Shas. Torah 

just has to be your business, and you will know where everything is. Just like a businessman 

Davens to Hashem for Divine assistance in the Brachah in Shemoneh Esrei of Mevarech 

HaShanim, so too does a Ben Torah Daven to Hashem in Ahavah Rabbah for assistance in Torah!” 

He added that Hashem helps those who display a sincere desire for Torah advancement. When one 

learns even during times that are difficult, he receives Divine assistance. “If a person hurries back 

from breakfast to start learning, the Malachim wait at the door to bring him help from Shamayim. 

If, however, he takes his time in returning to learn, the Malachim return to Shamayim.”             

Rav Mendel would also comment concerning the value of time. He said, “Every minute is 

precious. There is a building in Chicago called the Wrigley Building, which was built with the 

profits from selling millions of pieces of chewing gum at a penny each. From this we see that 

every small thing is precious. Even just one moment or one word of learning!”  
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 
       L’Maaseh 

                 A Tale to Remember 


