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וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב עד “ 8:4

ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא, כמראה אשר 

 ”הראה ד' את משה כן עשה את המנרה.

“This is the workmanship of the Menorah, hammered 

out gold, from its base to its flower it is hammered 

out; according to the vision that Hashem showed 

Moshe, so did he make the Menorah.”  The Posuk 

begins with “וזה מעשה המנרה” – “This is the 

workmanship of the Menorah,” and then ends, “ כן

  ”.So did he make the Menorah“ – ”עשה את המנרה

Regarding the Mishkan, the Torah uses the words, “ כן

 So he did”.  Chazal explain that the Torah is“ – ”עשה

stressing to us that Moshe and Aharon did exactly as 

they were commanded.  Why does the Torah need to 

mention at the end the Posuk “Menorah”, when it is 

stated in the beginning of the Posuk and obviously 

what we are speaking about at the end of the Posuk 

as well?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on 

this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph. 

י"רש   The – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 – 

pronoun “He” refers to the one who made the 

Menorah.  The Medrash explains that the Menorah 

was made by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

 When – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - מזרחי 

Rashi says that “He – refers to the one who made the 

Menorah” – it is not a reference to Moshe, rather it 

refers to Betzalel who made the Keilim for the 

Mishkan.   

ן"רמב   This refers – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - 

to Moshe Rabbeinu, who is mentioned before these 

words.  Moshe is considered to have made the 

Menorah because he exerted effort in learning how 

to make the Menorah and he “made” it by 

commanding it to be made. (Betzalel was the one 

who made the Keilim for the Mishkan). ספרי – This is 

written to publicize the praises of Moshe for just as 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to him, so did he make the 

Menorah.  Rashi quotes a Medrash that it was 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who made the Menorah by 

Himself.   

 – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - 3 – מדרש תנחומא 

Moshe was perplexed as to how to make the 

Menorah.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe to take a 

block of gold and throw it into a fire.  The block of 

gold took the form of the Menorah in the fire on its 

own, exactly the way Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commanded.   

 – ”כן עשה את המנרה“ 8:4 - באר מים חיים 

According to the Medrash Tanchuma, that Moshe 

threw a block of gold into the fire and out came a 

Menorah, the end of this Posuk is clearly speaking 

about Hakodosh Boruch Hu: “So did He (Hashem) 

make the Menorah.”  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 – חתם סופר 

ה כמראה אשר הרא, זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

את משה' ד ” – The Menorah is a Remez to the Torah.  

One who learns Torah illuminates the world, the 

same way that the Menorah illuminates. The way of 

Limud Hatorah is that at first it is “מקשה” – 

“difficult.”  At first, it is hard to understand and get 

clarity, however, if one works at it, he is Zoche to 

“pure gold” which means that he will have a crystal 

clear understanding of his Torah.  “ עד ירכה עד פרחה

 ”Until one makes “a base and flowers – ”מקשה הוא

for the Torah, meaning until he has reached the level 

of being a Talmid Chochom (who makes “flowers” 

with the Torah – referring to one who has questions 

and answers in Torah, as well as Pilpul Hatorah), 

“  .it is difficult – ”מקשה“ את ' כמראה אשר הראה ד

 However, one who works hard at it and - ”משה

becomes a Talmid Chochom, then he is Zoche to have 

the Torah revealed to him, the way it was revealed to 

Moshe by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 – נחל קדומים 

כמראה אשר הראה , זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

את משה' ד ” – This is referring to Torah Shebal Peh.  It 

is מקשה, difficult, to understand a concept based 

upon another concept.  One needs much exertion to 

understand Pilpul Hatorah. One who does so, brings 

forth a light which represents a portion of his holy 

Neshama.  All of Torah Shebal Peh was told to Moshe 

Rabbeinu, so that even in the future, whatever Torah 

anyone will learn, it was all told to Moshe.  

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 – חתן סופר 

 The Menorah alludes – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

to the seven wisdoms of the world.  The middle Neir 

represents the Torah, and the others all face the 
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middle, the Torah.  As it says in the Rambam’s letters 

that for many matters of the Torah, one must be 

fluent in other wisdoms to understand the Torah.  

The other wisdoms have no value unto themselves, 

and without the Torah they are worthless.  However, 

when they are attached to the Torah in the proper 

manner, these wisdoms are elevated and have value.  

The base of the Menorah was in the middle, and all of 

the strength of the Menorah was from the middle, 

representing the Torah, for all of the other wisdoms 

are reliant on the Torah, and they are all טפל, 

secondary, to the Torah.  Shabbos 22b – All the 

Neiros were lit from the middle one, and they 

returned to the middle one.  This tells us that one 

must first learn the Torah, and only then learn the 

other wisdoms necessary to assist one in 

understanding the Torah.  After that, one must return 

to the Torah again, for it is the purpose of all the 

wisdoms.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה “ 8:4 - העמק דבר 

 The gold used in – ”זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

the making of the Menorah was made from one piece 

of gold to be Meramez that all of the wisdoms come 

from the Torah.   

י מבעלזא"מהר   – ”וזה מעשה המנרה“ 8:4 – 

The goal is to perform Mitzvos Lishma.  The goal of 

Lishma is not always achieved, and one must perform 

the Mitzvah Shelo Lishma, to come to do it Lishma.  

 And this Mitzvah which is performed Shelo – ”וזה“

Lishma, is “מעשה המנרה” – is like the Menorah, 

which is a vessel for the נרות, the actual light.  May 

Hashem help us to perform Mitzvos completely 

Lishma, which is the way it is should to be done.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 - אלף המגן 

 – ”וזה מעשה המנרה“ – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

And this is the Tikun of the Neshama, which is called 

the נר ד' , the lamp of Hashem.  “ ה זהבמקש ” – It 

needs to be hammered out just like gold, the more it 

is hammered out, the more brilliant the shine, and 

the more beautiful the color.  One must constantly 

work on his Ruchniyos, hammering away at the 

Yetzer Hara, and building an appropriate base of 

Ruchniyos, so that his Neshama can have a true 

Tikun, thereby having a brilliant shine.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  וזה מעשה המנרה “ 8:4 - 

 The – ”מקשה זהב עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

Menorah is a tree of gold made of one piece, 

hammered out by repeated blows of the hammer, 

from rootstock (a primary form or source from which 

offshoots arise) to blossom.  This is the appearance of 

the bearer of light sown in the Mishkan, and thus it 

rises and blossoms out to Hashem and to His Torah.  

The spiritual element nurtured in the Mishkan is pure 

gold – through and through, requiring no refinement.  

However, its bearer is a tree that grows and develops 

from the rootstock below to the blossom above.  In 

individuals, as well as in nations, development to the 

highest spiritual blossom requires time.  For an 

individual it takes years, while for a nation it takes 

centuries.  The tree is formed from one mass, which 

includes material for everything, the rootstock and 

the blossom.  Heavy blows from the G-d of Yisroel 

formed the raw material into the rootstock, and 

ultimately will produce the final blossom at the top of 

the tree of light.   

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 – באר משה 

 It says in the Zohar Hakodosh 3:255b – ”שבעת הנרות

that the seven lamps of the Menorah corresponded 

to the seven days of the week.  The Torah says that 

there are six days of the week, and on the seventh 

day Hashem rested.  The seventh day, Shabbos, gives 

life to the following week, for everything comes from 

Shabbos.  So while in total, there are seven days, 

there are six days, and one – the source of all the 

other days of the week.  So too with the Menorah, 

there are six lamps and there is a seventh lamp.  The 

source of the six lamps is from the seventh lamp, the 

middle lamp – which represents Shabbos. The 

Gematria of the word מנרה in its full form ( , ן"נו, ם"מ

א"ה, ש"רי ) is the same Gematria as שבת, for the 

essence of the Menorah is Shabbos.  The שבעה רועים, 

seven shepherds, (Avrohom, Yitzchok, Yaakov, 

Moshe, Aharon, Yosef, and Dovid) of Klal Yisroel, are 

K’neged the seven days of creation.  The seven lamps 

are to be Me’orer the Zechusim of the seven 
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shepherds of Klal Yisroel.  “שבעה רועים” is the same 

Gematria as “שבת” with the Kolel, for it will be in the 

Zechus of the seven Shepherds that we will be Zoche 

to the ultimate Geulah.  In the Zechus of the 

Menorah, Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the “ יום שכולו

 the day that is all Shabbos, with the coming of ,”שבת

Moshiach.   

 Why was – ”מקשה הוא“ 8:4 – ילקוט האזובי 

the Menorah specifically made from one piece of 

gold, and not pieced together from many pieces?  

The Menorah is a Remez to the connection to the 

worlds, that they are all attached to each other from 

one source like the scales of an onion.   

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 - יצב אברהם 

 The Menorah represents Emunah – ”שבעת הנרות

and Yirah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  There are  ששה

 and Yirah, which if one wants to be ,6 – סדרי משנה

Mekayeim the Shisha Sidrei Mishna, he must have 

Yirah, fear of Hashem.  The seven lamps is also a 

Remez to Torah Shebiksav, which has seven Seforim, 

as we consider the Parshah of ויהי בנסוע its own 

Parshah, breaking up Sefer Bamidbar into three, 

together with the other four Seforim, for a total of 

seven.  

אל מול פני המנורה יאירו “ 8:2 - נחל קדומים 

 The Arizal revealed to us the – ”שבעת הנרות

Menorah, and everything connected to the Menorah, 

alludes to the Torah.  מנורה is the same Gematria as 

 Torah Shebiksav  .אש and the Torah is called ,אש

needs Torah Shebal Peh, for without Torah Shebal 

Peh one cannot truly understand Torah Shebiksav.  

יאירו שבעת “ ,Torah Shebal Peh – ”אל פני המנורה“

 will illuminate Torah Shebiksav, the seven – ”הנרות

Seforim of Torah Shebiksav.   

וזה מעשה המנרה מקשה זהב “ 8:4 - בן איש חי 

 The Menorah alludes – ”עד ירכה עד פרחה מקשה הוא

to the Torah.  It is not enough to learn Torah, but one 

must learn the Torah in order to be Mekayeim it with 

actions.  One should not perform the Mitzvos 

through a Neder, a vow, like saying, “הרי עלי” – “It is 

incumbent upon me,” rather it should be done as a 

 Behold“ – ”הרי זה“ ,a contribution, like saying ,נדבה

this” – I will give this for a Korbon, etc…  “ וזה מעשה

 One should be Mekayeim the Torah – ”וזה“ – ”המנרה

through זה, and not עלי.  One’s actions and his Torah 

study must be done, “מקשה זהב”, as one 

uninterrupted piece – one should begin and end his 

Torah in the same manner, with the same 

enthusiasm.  One’s heart must be Shaleim, complete, 

as is Meramez in the beginning and the end of the 

Torah.  The last letter of the Chamisha Chumshei 

Torah is a ל' , and the first letter is a ב' , which spell לב, 

heart.  One must put his heart completely into the 

Torah, and then he will be Zoche to truly have a 

connection to the Torah.   

“ Avos – דרך חיים  הפך בה : בן בג בג אומר

והפך בה דכלא בה ובה תחזי וסיב ובלה בה ומנה לא 

 The entire world - ”תזוע שאין לך מדה טובה הימנה

was created with the Torah Hakdosha, as it says in 

the beginning of Bereishis Rabbah, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu looked into the Torah to create the world.  

If one could fully comprehend the Torah, he would 

understand the structure of all existence. There are 

some fields of study that are more important than 

others.  The study of astronomy is more important, 

and has much greater value, than the study of 

millstones.  The study of Torah is extremely 

important, for the subject of Torah is mankind.  It is 

more important than all of the heavens, for they 

were created only because of man.  It is worth the 

time and effort to scrutinize that Torah again and 

again because everything is in it, and there is always 

something new and interesting to learn.  One should 

turn to the Torah as the source of all happiness and 

inspiration.  Even one who is old and feeble should 

not turn away from the Torah for it is from there 

where all true enjoyment comes.  Torah is superior to 

everything else, for it brings one closer to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in a way that nothing else in the world 

can.  If only those who dwell in the dark would 

understand what this Mishna is all about, they would 

not forsake the Torah, in whose shelter we live, and 

waste their lives with secular studies.   

הפך בה והפך בה “ Avos 5:22 – דברי יואל 

כלא בהד ” – There are times that one is supposed to 

act with complete and utter humility, while there are 
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other times when one is supposed to act with some 

aggressiveness and a level of arrogance.  How is one 

to know how to act at any juncture?  The Mishna 

here tells us that one must delve completely into the 

Torah, and there he can find all the answers for how 

to act in every situation.  

 Ben Bag – ”ובה תחזי“ Avos 5:22 – דרכי אבות 

Bag completes his words by saying that one who does 

not have Hatzlacha in his learning, should delve into 

the Torah again and again.  If one does this, he will be 

Zoche to “see Hashem” and understand his learning.   

“ Avos 5:22 – שלשלת האבות  : בן בג בג אומר

הפך בה והפך בה דכלא בה ובה תחזי וסיב ובלה בה 

ך מדה טובה הימנהומנה לא תזוע שאין ל ” - “Ben Bag 

Bag said: Delve into it and continue to delve into it, 

for everything is in it. Look deep into it so that you 

will attain clarity.  Grow old and gray over it and do 

not depart from it, for there is no better pursuit than 

the Torah.”  Why does the Mishna repeat that one 

should delve into the Torah and then repeat again 

that one should delve into it?  The Torah is there to 

teach us how to act and what to think every moment 

of our lives.  It is all there, we just need to look for it.  

The Mishna is teaching us that we should know that it 

is not always easy to find.  If one looks into the Torah 

and cannot find what he is looking for, it does not 

mean he should despair and give up – delve into it 

and delve into it again. Each person has his own 

struggles at various different points in his life.  One 

can be headed in the right direction, yet can have a 

struggle, which could potentially bring the person 

down.  The Yetzer Hara tells the person that once it is 

not working well, he should give up on the whole 

thing.  The Mishna comes to teach us that if you 

begin to struggle – delve into it again.  Don’t give up, 

keep plugging away and you will be Zoche to see the 

Torah and know that everything is in it. The Torah is 

the greatest wisdom in the world, and greater than 

that, it is our connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It 

is there to teach us how to live our lives and to 

achieve the greatest wisdom in the world.  It is all in 

the holy Torah.  The Torah Hakdosha is all connected, 

and our job is to find how it all connects. 

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk reiterates the “מנורה” at the end of the Posuk.  

The Menorah represents the Torah Hakdosha.  The 

Torah is teaching us a fundamental lesson for life.  

Moshe Rabbeinu, the Rebbe of Klal Yisroel, the one 

who was the receiver of the Torah on behalf of Klal 

Yisroel from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, he had difficulty 

with the creation of the Menorah.  The Medrash tells 

us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu had Moshe Rabbeinu 

throw a block of gold into the fire, and out came a 

Menorah complete with all the details that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commanded – Hakodosh Boruch Hu made 

the Menorah, though it was accredited to Moshe 

Rabbeinu for his great effort.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

only did that for Moshe Rabbeinu after he put much 

effort into trying to understand how to make it.  The 

Posuk repeats the word מנורה, which represents the 

Torah Hakdosha, to teach us that everything is in the 

Torah.  The Torah is the blueprint of the world, and 

the source of everything is in the Torah.  There are 

times that one needs to have certain knowledge in 

order to understand the Torah, such as math and 

astrology, though one must understand that the 

source for the math and the astrology is also from the 

Torah.  The Mishna in Avos repeats the word “ הפך

 that even if one looks in the Torah and – ”בה והפך בה

can’t find that which he is searching, he must look 

again.  It is there, he just needs to find it.  How does 

one find it?  He needs the help of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Moshe Rabbeinu gave it his best, but could not 

understand it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu saw his effort, 

and when he came back the second time, for he was 

not going to give up, that is when Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu intervened on his behalf and made the Menorah, 

all the while giving credit to Moshe Rabbeinu for its 

creation.  May we be Zoche to delve into the Torah in 

the proper manner so that we see that everything is 

from the Torah – and if we don’t see it, we go back to 

the Torah and search again. We must never give up, 

and when Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees our relentless 

effort to see the entire world through the Torah 

Hakdosha, He will certainly help up see that absolute 

truth.   


