
 

התיבה  אל בניו אתו ובניו ואשתו ונשינח ויבוא 
ז( פסוק ,ז  )פרק מפני מי המבול  

Noach, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ 
wives with him, went into the teiva because 

of the waters of the Flood (7:7)  
 

אף נח מקטני אמנה היה, מאמין ואינו מאמין שיבא המבול 
כנס לתיבה עד שדחקוהו המיםולא נ   

Because Noach’s faith was less then perfect, he didn’t 
fully believe the Flood would come and so he did not 
enter the teiva until the water forced him to 
 
Rashi tells us that even Noach was a man of little 
faith who did not fully believe that the Flood would 
come. He didn't enter the teiva until the rising 
water forced him in. 
Even if we explain that Noach would have been 
considered a nobody in Avrohom's generation, can 
we really suggest that he did not believe that it was 
coming? Considering 120 years’ worth of labor and 
the time spent preparing provisions for its 
occupants, how could Noach not have believed in 
the Flood? On a much greater level, this forces  us 
to question what emunah really is and how it 
affects our lives. 

In the Sefer Shaarei Orah from Rav Meir Tzvi 
Bergman shlita, he explains as follows:  

The Gemara in Masechta Bava Basra (75a) relates 
that Rav Yochanan was discussing the words of the 
Navi Yeshaya regarding the rebuilt walls and gates 
of Yerushalayim. He explained that le'asid lavoh 
HaShem will bring precious stones and pearls to 
Yerushalayim to be set up as gates for the city. 
They will be 30x30 amos in size with doorways of 
10x20carved into them. One of the talmidim 
laughed and said that we never even find precious 
stones the size of small bird's eggs, let alone the 
size mentioned above. 

Sometime later this talmid was on a boat and he 
saw malachim sawing away at precious stones and 
pearls with these same dimensions. After inquiring, 
the malachim told him that they were for the gates. 
Upon his return to Rav Yochanan, he told him that 

he should, "Expound the Torah, for as you said, I 
have seen.” 

Rav Yochanan replied, “Had you not seen you 
would have not believed? You are mocking Chazal's 
words.” He then "looked" at him, and the talmid 
turned into a pile of bones.  

This incident requires clarification, as clearly this 
talmid was on a high level if he was able to 
converse with malachim. Furthermore, his 
objection seems reasonable, because in fact, no one 
has ever seen precious stones of such an enormous 
size.  

On the surface this objection has validity, but 
underneath, it demonstrates a lack of emunah 
unbefitting for such a talmid.  For at the end of the 
day, if the talmid would have never seen these 
malachim at work, he may not have believed the 
words of Rav Yochanan! For Rav Yochanan, the 
words of Torah are  factual and do not require 
proof. Not only was Rav Yochanan not happy that 
his talmid found a proof to his words, but to the 
contrary, it upset Rav Yochanan that his student 
needed this proof, displaying a lack of emunah. A 
“reasonable objection" to the word of the Torah is 
nothing but a mockery. 

Now we can understand why Noach is called “a 
man of little faith". Certainly, when HaShem told 
him about the Flood, he believed, and subsequently 
built the teiva. Yet despite 120 years of labour and 
warnings to the people of the impending Flood, his 
emunah was not total and unshakable. Only after he 
actually saw the waters rising was the last bit of 
certainty that he had been lacking complete. For 
someone like Noach, whom the Torah 
calls tamim, this would earn him the title of “katnei 
emana- a man of little faith”. 

It was well known that when discussing the heilige 
ushpizin, there were many great tzaadikim who 
claimed that they were actually able to see them 
sitting right there next to them. When asked about 
this, the Kotzker Rebbe zt”l was quoted as saying, 
“There are those that say they see the Ushpizin.  I 
say that I have complete emunah that the Ushpizin 
are here in my sukkah, and a complete and clear 
emunah is so much more than actually seeing.” 

 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 
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