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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT PEKUDEI 5776

AVODAH VERSUS MELACHAH

The Torah states: "like everything that Hashem commanded Moshe, so did the Children of Israel

perform all the labor. Moshe saw the entire work, and behold - they had done it as Hashem had

commanded, so had they done. And Moshe blessed them" (Shemos 39:42-43).  Why did the Torah

need to elaborate on this, taking up two psukim, would it not have sufficed to say: "like everything

that Hashem commanded Moshe, so did the Children of Israel perform the labor, and Moshe blessed

them"?

The first pasuk speaks of the "avodah" which they performed in construction of the Mishkan while

the  second  pasuk  refers  to  the  "melachah".  What  is  the  distinction  between  "avodah"  and

"melachah"? "Avodah" is from the word "eved" - a slave, while "melachah" is from the word "melech"

- the king. Thus avodah is work of the slave while melachah is the work of the king. Let us say that

the Roman Caesar "built a wall" around Britain.   Would you say that he actually carried the stones

from place to place and physically built the wall? Clearly this is not the case, rather he came to the
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decision either alone or with the aid of advisors and the poor soldiers or servants had to carry out

the physical work. The word "melachah" is that which the "melech" does, he is "nimlach bedaato" -

he thinks and decides either on his own or together with advisors.

When the Mishknan was presented to Moshe, he was able to see that the physical "avodah" was

carried out as it should - that which should have been ten amos in length was ten amos in length,

and so forth. This anybody can detect. The question is whether the proper kavanos, intentions, were

inserted into the work. This only Moshe Rabenu was able to detect with his ruach hakodesh. When

Moshe saw that the Mishkan was constructed with the proper kavanos, then "Moshe blessed them"

for having performed the work in the manner which Hashem commanded them.   

Regarding  our  commandment  to  observe  the  Shabbos,  the  Torah  states  that  "melachah"  is

forbidden, it does not state that "avodah" is prohibited. If one were to move a heavy table from one

point to another, despite all the energy and effort exerted this is an "avodah" and one who does so is

not liable. However, if one were to carry a needle from inside his house to the public domain he

would be liable, for he has performed a "melachah" even though there is no "avodah" involved in the

act.

"Melachah" may be defined as an act of creation, to the extent that human beings have the power to

create. Hard physical work is an "avodah" and should be avoided as much as possible on Shabbos.

However, one is not liable for death by stoning as one would be for having performed a "melachah".

Hashem rested from creating therefore we may not perform acts which involve creating. We do not

want to change the world and we cannot do so, perhaps a person should strive to improve the world

but only within the restriction of following the will of Hashem. This is the essence of Shabbos.

The psalm we recite on Shabbos is: "a psalm, a song for the Shabbos day. It is good to thank

Hashem" (Tehillim 92:1-2) - it is good to thank Hashem for this wonderful world He created. Six

days of the week we make, we perhaps make life easier and more fine-tuned but we must always

keep in mind that "it is good to thank Hashem".

It is interesting to note that the Musaf offerings of Rosh Chodesh and Yom Tov include a sin-offering,

while the offerings of Shabbos and the daily Tamid offerings do not include this. Why is there a

distinction? Shabbos is a testimony to the creation and the creation is perfect. Rosh Chodesh, on the

other hand highlights the fact  that the moon complained to Hashem that two kings cannot rule

together. Thus the sin-offering of Rosh Chodesh is for the sin of the moon. Pesach celebrates the

exodus from Egypt - Chazal teach us that the long and arduous exile was due to the sin of Avraham

Avinu. The Gemara presents a few opinions as to the precise improper act which Avraham Avinu was

guilty of, one opinion claims that when Avraham was promised Eretz Yisrael he reacted: "whereby

shall I know that I am to inherit it" (Bereishis 15:8) as if he did not believe that Hashem would give

it to him as promised. Another opinion states that it was due to his returning the people of Sodom,

and a third opinion states that it was because he took the Yeshiva boys into the army. Perhaps the

exodus in Egypt was the result of the selling of Yosef. Regardless, the offering of the Yom Tov

requires atonement.

Rosh Hashana was the result of the sin of Adam Harishon while Yom Kippur came about as a result

of the chet haegel.  Thus Yom Tov which was the result of sin requires a chatas while Shabbos which

celebrates the perfection of the creation does not require a sin-offering. On Shabbos we eat special

food,  it  is  "me'ein  olam  haba".  My  Rebbe,  Harav  Dessler,  use  to  say,  that  although  we  are

commanded to eat chulent on Shabbos we must make sure that the Shabbos does not get eaten with

the chulent. We must leave time for davening and learning Torah as well. One must also sleep and

rest on Shabbos but there must be sufficient time for learning Torah and thanking Hashem for the

creation. Yom Kippur is also a "me'ein olam haba" but in a different way. Chazal teach us that in the

Next World there will be no food and drink, so Yom Kippur resembles life in the Next World on that

level.

We are taught that the merit of Shabbos stood by us in Shushan. The pasuk states: "on the seventh

day when the heart of the king was merry with wine" (Esther 1:10), this was the beginning of the

end for Queen Vashti. Chazal teach us that the seventh day was Shabbos. On Shabbos the Jewish

people eat and drink and learn Torah, while goyim eat and drink and talk nonsense such as which
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woman is prettier than the other. Vashti had forced the Jewish women to work for her on Shabbos,

thus she was killed on Shabbos.   Furthermore, Queen Esther had "seven female attendants"(Esther

2:9) which some say was one for each day of the week so that she would remember which day was

Shabbos - each one would attend to her on a different day. I am not sure what would have happened

had one switched a day with the other.

We see how the merit of Shabbos aided us in Shushan Habirah.  Shabbos is a special gift  that

Hashem gave to the Jewish people, we must honor the Shabbos and delight in the Shabbos, all the

while realizing that the primary delight is: "If you proclaim the Shabbos 'a delight' ... then you will

delight in Hashem." (Yeshayahu 58:13-14). The primary delight is in Hashem and His Torah.
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